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FOREWORD 


This  is  my  eighth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Borough  and  as  in  previous  years  it  contains  information 
about  those  services  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Council 
under  the  National  Health  Service  and  the  National  Assistance  Acts, 
and  a  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  prepared  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  together  with  information  on  a  number  of 
other  services  administered  through  the  Health  Department. 

Statistics 

A  short  summary  of  statistics  is  to  be  found  on  Page  17.  The 
estimated  population  of  the  Borough  is  slightly  less  than  that  for 
1963,  and  it  is  also  estimated  that  the  proportion  of  old  people  in 
West  Bromwich  is  less  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  For 
this  reason  there  is  a  lower  than  average  crude  death  rate.  If  however 
the  crude  death  rate  is  adjusted  to  allow  for  the  bias  due  to  the  age 
distribution  of  the  population  a  higher  rate  results.  Deaths^  ;  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  have  shown  a  further  rise  over  the 

1963  figures,  and  now  constitute  nearly  30%  of  all  deaths  from  cancer 
in  West  Bromwich.  A  particular  feature  of  death  rates,  both  locally 
and  nationally,  is  the  large  number  of  men  dying  in  the  age  group 
45  -  65  years  of  age,  predominantly  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus,  coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis. 

The  birth  rate  in  West  Bromwich  is  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole,  but  has  fallen  from  the  level  reached  in  1963. 
Illegitimate  births  are  7%  of  the  total.  Infant  mortality  rates,  due 
to  the  small  number  of  babies  dying  in  the  first  year  of  life,  tend  to 
vary  considerably  in  populations  the  size  of  West  Bromwich.  The 

1964  figure  compares  favourably  with  the  average  national  rate. 

The  residents  of  the  Borough  include  a  considerable  number  from 
the  West  Indies  and  from  Asian  countries.  It  is  not  possible  however 
to  estimate,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  the  size  and  constitution 
by  age  and  sex  of  this  section  of  the  population,  but  it  clearly  con¬ 
sists  of  a  large  number  of  children,  many  young  persons,  and  only  a 
few  elderly. 

Local  Health  Services 

The  fact  that  the  birth  rate  in  West  Bromwich  is  greater  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  that  for  the  past  few  years  there  has 
been  a  high  birth  rate,  means  that  the  services  for  mothers  and  in¬ 
fants  are  particularly  important. 
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During  the  year  63%  of  births  took  place  in  hospital.  Bearing  in 
mind  that  West  Bromwich  is  an  area  with  acute  pressure  on  housing 
and  a  substantial  number  of  immigrants  from  overseas  living  in 
conditions  where  delivery  of  a  baby  is  difficult,  it  is  most  desirable 
that  the  provision  for  the  confinement  of  mothers  in  hospital  or 
maternity  home  is  substantially  increased.  The  present  figure  has 
been  achieved  to  some  extent  by  the  early  discharge  of  mothers 
from  hospital  after  the  delivery  of  their  babies  and  62%  are  now 
discharged  on  or  by  the  7th  day,  and  a  considerable  number  by  the 
5th  day.  A  close  liaison  exists  between  hospital  and  local  authority 
nursing  staff  to  make  this  process  as  convenient  as  possible,  but 
with  its  acute  housing  problems  West  Bromwich  is  not  particularly 
well  placed  to  facilitate  the  early  discharge  of  mothers.  More 
women  desire  admission  that  can  be  accommodated. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  well  used,  but  there  is  a  shortage  of 
health  visitors,  which  reflects  in  acute  form  the  national  shortage. 
With  only  10  posts  out  of  19  filled,  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  the 
help  and  advice  desirable  to  many  young  mothers.  In  contrast  the 
district  nursing  service  is  fully  staffed. 

A  considerable  number  of  children  are  not  fully  protected  by 
vaccination  and  immunisation  (particularly  in  the  cast  of  protection 
against  smallpox).  Partly  this  is  the  result  of  the  lack  of  health 
visitors  who  can  do  so  much  to  encourage  mothers  to  take  advantage 
of  the  facility. 

The  Ambulance  Station  was  extended  during  the  year  to  provide 
better  facilities  for  the  staff.  The  demands  for  the  transport  of 
patients  to  hospital  continued  to  increase  and  the  influence  of  the 
“day  hospital*',  at  All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green,  accounted 
for  much  of  the  increase. 

More  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Corporation’s  Chiropody 
Service  in  1964  than  in  the  previous  year.  Even  so  there  is  a  waiting 
list.  It  is  difficult  however  to  estimate  the  total  need  for  chiropody, 
which  I  believe  to  be  considerable  in  the  elderly. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  functioned  satisfactorily  but  at 
one  period  there  was  considerable  pressure. 

There  is  a  need  for  replacement  of  the  facilities  available  at 
“The  Crest”  Training  Centre  for  mentally  subnormal  persons,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  in  1965  a  new  junior  training  centre 
will  be  under  construction,  thus  not  only  relieving  the  pressure, 
but  in  addition  providing  for  the  separate  training  for  those  over  16. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

There  is  little  to  report  on  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases, 
exceptto  note  the  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  in  persons 
originally  coming  from  Asian  countries.  Although  the  figures  are 
not  themselves  large  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  persons  from 
Asia  is  high  and  much  of  this  is  undoubtedly  related  to  the  facilities 
for  infection  provided  by  the  unsatisfactory  housing  of  some  of  this 
section  of  the  population. 

Welfare  Services 

The  event  of  the  year  in  respect  of  the  welfare  services  was 
the  opening  of  the  Social  Centre  in  Walsall  Street  on  the  22nd 
January,  1964.  This  bui Iding, which  was  badly  needed,  has  provided 
excellent  facilities  for  most  of  the  activities  relating  to  handicapped 
persons  (both  by  voluntary  bodies  and  by  the  Corporation)  and  has 
enabled  the  satisfactory  development  of  these  services  during  the 
year.  The  building  has  been  visited  by  persons  from  many  parts  of 
the  country  and  overseas,  and  it  is  now  difficult  to  conceive  the 
service  without  the  Centre. 

The  number  of  beds  for  the  elderly  in  homes  in  West  Bromwich, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  15.9  per  thousand  persons  over 
the  age  of  65.  This  is  below  the  national  average  for  County 
Boroughs,  and  although  another  50  beds  are  under  construction 
there  is  a  waiting  list.  With  the  additional  beds  West  Bromwich 
will  be  near  the  national  average.  There  is  no  residue  of  beds  in 
public  assistance  institutions.  The  need  is  for(  beds  onthe  grounds 
floor  or  served  by  a  lift. 

Environmental  Hygiene 

Full  details  of  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspectorate  can 
be  found  in  that  section  of  the  report  contributed  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Cayton,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certain  points  need  further  comment  and  are  of  particular  im¬ 
portance. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  public  health  inspectors  and  Mr.  Cayton 
and  his  staff  have  been  working  under  difficulties  during  the  year. 
West  Bromwich  has  a  considerable  and  increasing  slaughtering 
industry.  This  means  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  inspectors  has 
necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  meat  —  indeed  at  one 
time  this  was  their  main  activity. 
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A  number  of  other  major  needs  in  the  town  have  therefore 
received  little  attention  during  the  past  year  and  in  some  cases 
this  situation  has  existed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  particular  the 
problem  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  the  hygiene  of  food  hand¬ 
ling,  the  inspection  of  hairdressing  premises,  offices  and  shops, and 
work  on  pest  control  received  little  attention  during  the  year. 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  need  more  attention.  In  1964,  a 
total  of  only  99  visits  was  paid  although  there  are  estimated  to  be 
250  houses  of  this  type.  The  operation  of  controlling  these  premises 
within  the  existing  legislation  requires  more  staff  (though  not  nec¬ 
essarily  fully  qualified  public  health  inspectors).  Each  house 
absorbs  a  great  deal  of  time  and  frequent  unexpected  visits  are 
essential  to  determine  the  facts.  Without  reasonable  control 
conditions  can  deteriorate  rapidly  in  some  of  these  properties  and 
persons  are  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  can  be  det¬ 
rimental  to  their  health. 

In  the  section  dealing  with  tuberculosis,  Dr.  Cole  makes 
comment  on  the  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  of  a  number  of 
patients  suffering  from  this  disease  who  originally  came  from  over-1 
seas  and  it  is  clear  that  the  problem  of  dealing  with  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  infection  is  in  this  instance  closely  linked  with 
the  problem  of  providing  and  maintaining  better  housing  conditions. 

A  substantial  number  of  the  smaller  shops  have  not  been  visited 
for  over  five  years  and  in  some  the  standards  of  hygiene  may  well 
be  unsatisfactory.  Although  Mr.  Cayton  mentions  the  fact  that  he 
has  secured  the  services  of  one  technical  assistant  for  food  hygiene 
duties  there  is  a  considerable  backlog  of  work  to  make  up  as  well 
as  a  need  to  maintain  frequent  re-inspections  and  take  action  against 
offenders.  The  number  of  samples  of  food  taken  for  analysis,  65 
for  1964,  is  well  below  the  number  generally  thought  to  be  the 
minimum  desirable,  i.e.,  3  per  1,000  population.  Work  on  the  in¬ 
spection  of  hairdressers,  and  more  recently  on  the  problems  of 
offices  and  shops  has  hardly  commenced,  and  there  is  in  all 
probability  a  great  deal  of  work  awaiting  action  in  these  premises. 
Although  public  health  inspectors  may  visit  in  connection  with 
complaints  of  infestation  by  rats  and  other  pests,  there  is  only  one 
person  employed  on  the  functions  of  rat  catching  and  pest  control 
and  Mr.  Cayton  reports  that  the  regular  treatment  of  sewers  was 
suspended  during  1964.  No  regular  area  by  area  approach  to  the 
problem  of  pest  control  in  the  town  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 
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The  shortage  of  inspectors  has  also  affected  the  work  that 
used  to  be  carried  out  by  the  district  public  health  inspectors  who 
in  various  areas  of  the  town  would  observe  unhygienic  or  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions  of  all  types,  and  initiate  remedial  action.  In  an 
industrial  town  of  the  nature  of  West  Bromwich,  where  there  has 
been  considerable  slum  clearance  and  with  a  considerable  density 
of  population  over  much  of  the  district,  there  is  a  need  for  this  type 
of  organised  inspection  if  insanitary  conditions  are  to  be  prevented. 

Although  the  staff  available  do  all  they  can  their  numbers  are 
insufficient  to  control  the  general  hygiene  of  West  Bromwich  and 
bring  it  to  the  high  standard  desirable  in  an  urban  area.  This  is 
probably  the  effect  of  the  national  shortage  of  trained  staff  accen¬ 
tuated  in  an  industrial  area,  but  although  this  may  explain  the 
situation  it  does  not  improve  the  hygiene. 

Coloured  Immigrants 

Mention  is  made,  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the  report,  of 
problems  to  the  public  health  associated  with  immigration  into  the 
town  of  a  number  of  persons  of  Asian  or  West  Indian  origin.  As  far 
as  the  public  health  is  concerned  the  principal  effects  of  such 
immigration  relate  to  housing,  the  maternity  services,  tuberculosis 
and  the  child  care  services. 

A  considerable  number  of  coloured  immigrants  appear  to  I ive  in 
overcrowded  houses  in  multiple  occupation  with  poor  facilities.  The 
inspection  and  control  of  these  houses  would  do  much  to  alleviate 
the  problems  in  respect  of  public  health. 

The  maternity  services  are  also  affected  in  that  because  of  the 
poor  housing  the  conduct  of  a  home  confinement  for  many  immigrant 
expectant  mothers  would  not  be  compatible  with  good  midwifery 
practice.  For  this  reason  such  mothers  have  to  be  admitted  to 
hospital.  As  the  coloured  immigrant  population  appears  to  be 
mainly  young  and  has  a  high  birth  rate  (although  actual  figures  are 
not  available),  this  results  in  the  admission  to  hospital  of  numbers 
of  such  mothers.  Both  the  provision  of  increased  facilities  for  the 
confinement  of  mothers  in  hospital  and  the  improvement  of  housing 
conditions  are  necessary  to  deal  with  this  problem.  Maternity  beds 
are  a  matter  for  the  hospital  authorities. 

Dr.  Cole  gives  information  on  tuberculosis  in  As  ian  immigrants. 
Although  the  absolute  number  of  cases  is  at  present  few,  the  sub¬ 
stantially  higher  rate  of  tuberculosis  in  Asian  compared  with 
English  or  West  Indian  persons  and  the  fact  of  poor  housing  cond- 
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itions  of  many  of  the  Asian  immigrants,  gives  rise  to  concern.  Poor 
housing  conditions  are  favourable  to  the  spread  of  this  disease  to 
others  in  close  household  contact. 

Control,  therefore,  of  unsatisfactory  property  is  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance  in  preventing  the  spread  of  tuberculosis,  as  is  the  national 
problem  of  the  prevention  of  admission  of  infectious  cases 
to  the  country.  Poor  housing  and  poor  hygiene  in  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  make  good  child  care  difficult.  Difficulties  are  caused 
by  inability  to  communicate  with  persons  whose  language  may  be 
different  or,  even  if  English  is  spoken,  whose  idiom,  cultural  back¬ 
ground  and  knowledge  is  vastly  different  from  that  of  an  English 
industrial  town.  This  hampers  the  work  of  assisting  and  advising 
on  the  care  of  young  children.  For  this  reason  the  time  spent  by  a 
health  visitor  in  helping  an  individual  immigrant  family  is  often 
considerable,  and  communication  difficulties  make  it  tiring.  With 
the  health  visitor  service  at  half  the  establishment  such  time  is 
not  available.  It  seems  probable  that  the  unregistered  minding  of 
children  for  reward  is  carried  on.  The  legislation  is  difficult  to 
enforce  on  this  point  and  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  in  itself 
makes  enforcement  even  more  difficult. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  problems  connected  with  the  disposal 
of  refuse  and  general  matters  of  hygiene  which  could  reasonably  be 
expected  to  occur  following  the  transposition  of  persons  from  one 
way  of  life  to  another,  and  particularly  from  a  warm  rural  existence 
to  a  colder  wet  urban  one.  These  problems  come  also  at  a  time  when 
the  public  health  inspectorate  is  hard  pressed  and  short  of  staff. 

In  brief,  therefore,  the  problems  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  health,  caused  by  recent  immigration,  could  be  diminished 
by  action  on  the  problems  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  the 
attraction  and  retention  of  adequate  numbers  of  public  health  staff 
and  the  provision  by  the  hospital  of  an  adequate  number  of  maternity 
beds.  Such  action  would  not  solve  the  health  problems  but  would 
diminish  those  of  particular  importance  at  present. 

It  should  perhaps  be  mentioned  that  5  out  of  18  domiciliary 
midwifery  staff  and  10  of  the  nursing  and  domestic  staff  of  the  home 
for  the  mentally  disordered  are  themselves  coloured  immigrants. 

Other  Reports 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  is  done  in  advising  the  Housing 
Department  on  applications  for  special  priority  in  rehousing  on  the 
grounds  of  illness.  This  takes  a  great  deal  of  time.  During  the 
year  a  system  of  points  for  this  purpose  was  introduced  and  on  the 
first  year’s  working,  this  seems  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Very  little  work  has  been  done  in  the  education  of  the  public 
on  health  matters. 

Conclusion 

An  annual  report  of  this  nature  necessarily  represents  the 
labours  of  a  number  of  people  and  my  thanks  are  due  first  there¬ 
fore  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their 
work  during  1964. 

j  am  also  grateful  to  my  medical  colleagues  in  the  town  for 
rhe  good  relations  that  exist  and  their  help  and  assistance  on 
numerous  occasions,  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Corporation 
for  their  co-operation  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
various  Committees  concerned  for  their  continued  support  and 
guidance  during  the  year. 


23rd  June,  1965. 


HUGH  BRYANT, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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PART  I  f 

STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  1964 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH 


The  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  situated  in  South 
Staffordshire  and  is  a  manufacturing  town  principally  engaged 
in  foundry  work  and  allied  industries.  The  Town  is  situated  in 
the  Midlands  conurbation  and  has  a  number  of  residents  who 
originally  came  from  Asian  and  West  Indian  countries 


Elevation  above  sea  level  347  to  569  ft. 

Geological  formation  Sandy  sub-soil  and  prevalence 

of  hard  sandstone  rock. 


Rainfall  (inches) 

Area  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) 
Population  per  acre 

New  Houses  constructed  including  flats  1964 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
as  at  31st  December,  1964. 

Rateable  value  at  the  1st  April,  1964. 

Rate  at  Id.  in  the  £  estimated  to  produce 
at  1  st  Apri I,  1 964 


20.53 

7,172 

13.6 

929 

28,420 

£4,073,654 

£16,600 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  civilian  population  mid  1964).  97,600 

(Census  1961)  96,041 

Live  births  1,855 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  19.0 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  corrected  17.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.0 

Stillbirths  37 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  19.6 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  1,892 

Infant  deaths  36 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  19.4 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000 

legitimate  births)  18.6 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000 

illegitimate  births)  30.8 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks 
per  1,000  births)  11.9 

Early  Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000  live  births)  10.8 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  30.1 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  2 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (including  abortion  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths)  1.1 

Deaths  1,001 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  10.3 

Death  rate  (corrected)  14.8 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  0.07 

Cancer  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  1.95 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birth  rate  18.4 

Death  rate  1 1 .3 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  16.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  20.0 


NAME  AND  ADDRESS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

H.  O.  M.  Bryant,  M.  B.,  Ch.  B.,  D.  P.  H., 

Health  Department, 

Lodge  Road, 

West  Bromwich. 

Telephone  Number:  WESt  Bromwich  1891  (Home:  GREat  Barr  58C 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  mid-year  population 
of  the  Borough  for  each  year  since  the  census  in  1951. 


1951  ..  .. 

1958  ..  .. 

..  93,380 

1952  ..  .. 

..  87,640 

1959  ..  .. 

..  93,590 

1953  ..  .. 

..  87,960 

1960  ..  .. 

..  93,780 

1954  ..  .. 

..  88,650 

1961  ..  .. 

96,041  (Census) 

1955  ..  .. 

..  89,640 

1962  ..  .. 

..  97,050 

1956  ..  .. 

..  90,720 

1963  ..  .. 

..  97,710 

1957  ..  .. 

..  93,050 

1964  ..  .. 

..  97,600 

The  next  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  population  of 
West  Bromwich  by  sex  and  age  group  at  the  time  of  the  1961 
Census. 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

0  —  4  years 

4,051 

3,798 

5-9 

3,866 

3,614 

10  -  14 

4,263 

3,989 

15  -  19 

3,688 

3,517 

20  -  24 

3,163 

3,044 

25  -  29 

3,257 

3,211 

30  -  34 

3,856 

3,620 

35  -  39 

4,123 

3,718 

40  -  44 

3,640 

3,346 

45  -  49 

3,392 

3,250  * 

50  -  54 

3,030 

2,989 

55  -  59 

2,591 

2,657 

60  -  64 

1,882 

2,412 

65  -  69 

1,290 

1,861 

70  -  74 

868 

1,423 

75  -  79 

522 

979 

80  -  84 

255 

529 

85  -  89 

104 

188 

90  -  94 

12 

38 

95  + 

- 

5 

TOTALS 

47,853 

t 

48,188  ! 
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Coloured  Population. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  figures  of  the  number  of  coloured  persons 
now  resident  in  West  Bromwich.  Vital  statistics  are  not  compiled 
giving  separate  information  based  on  the  pigmentation  of  the  skin. 

The  1961  census  report  showed  that  out  of  the  96,041  persons 
enumerated  in  West  Bromwich,  4,565  were  born  outside  England 
and  Wales.  The  majority  of  these  came  from  the  West  Indies  and 
Asia. 

No  information  about  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
coloured  or  immigrant  population  of  West  Bromwich,  is  available. 
Observation  shows  however  that  there  are  few  coloured  persons  in 
middle  or  old  age. 

The  school  population  is  known  to  include  737  coloured 
children  (4.5%  of  the  total  school  population). 

No.  of  Coloured  School  Children  in  age  groups: 


Age  Group 

Total  Children 

T  otal 
Coloured 

Chi  Idren 

%  Coloured 

Chi  Idren 

5  - 

1508 

* 

117 

7.7 

6  - 

1488 

112 

7.4 

7  - 

1486 

84 

5.6 

8  - 

1456 

47 

3.2 

9  - 

1402 

57 

4.1 

10  - 

1505 

50 

3.3 

11  - 

1507 

64 

4.2 

12  - 

1445 

64 

4.4 

13  - 

1543 

62 

4.0 

14  - 

1514 

56 

3.6 

15  - 

849 

23 

2.1 

16  - 

269 

1 

0.3 

Some  of  these  children  were  born  in  West  Bromwich. 

Births 

There  were  1855  live  births  during  the  year  to  res idents  of  West 
Bromwich  giving  a  birth  rate  of  19.0  per  1,000  population  and  the 
number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  table.  Of  the  total  of  229  births,  included  in  the 
above,  to  coloured  persons  217  occured  in  hospital  and  12  at  home. 
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Y  ear 

Number  of  Births 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

1955 

1434 

16.0 

1956 

1533 

16.9 

1957 

1697 

18.2 

1958 

1662 

17.8 

1959 

1689 

17.9 

1960 

1692 

18.0 

1961 

1817 

18.9 

1962 

1854 

19.1 

1963 

1891 

19.4 

1964 

1855 

19.0 

There  were  938  boys  and  917  girls  born  in  1964  and  there 
were  130  illegitimate  births,  giving  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  per 
1,000  live  births  of  70  compared  with  73  in  1963. 

Stillbirths 

The  total  number  of  stillbirths  to  West  Bromwich  residents 
was  37  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  of  19.6  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
compared  with  19.2  in  1963.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is 
16.3. 

Deaths 

There  were  1,001  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  (573 
males  and  428  females)  during  the  year,  608  of  which  occured  in 
persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  per 
1,000  population  of  10.3.  If  this  is  corrected  by  use  of  'the 
comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registerar  General  to|take 
account  of  the  age  structure  of  the  population  in  relation  to  that 
nationally,  the  figure  is  14.8  compared  with  14.1  for  1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  cause  of  death  over 
the  last  10  years. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  THE: 

YEARS  1955  -  1964. 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Cancer 

167 

160 

149 

151 

173 

174 

209 

154 

194 

190 

Heart  Diseases 

251 

229 

249 

246 

247 

258 

222 

282 

231 

259 

Pneumonia 

33 

35 

41 

41 

48 

44 

56 

73 

74 

98 

Bronchitis  and  other 

respiratory  diseases 

115 

90 

117 

97 

no 

93 

116 

82 

105 

88 

Vascular  lesions 

124 

137 

128 

111 

137 

156 

119 

108 

130 

138 

T  uberculos  is: 

Pulmonary 

30 

15 

13 

19 

15 

16 

11 

11 

7 

7 

Non— Pulmonary 

; 

_ 

2 

2 

3 

“ 

1 

• 

1 

A  particular  feature  of  death  rates  both  locally  and  nationally 
is  the  substantially  large  number  of  men  in  the  45/65  age  group 
compared  with  women  in  the  same  age  range.  Nearly  2  men  die; 
for  every  death  of  a  women  in  this  age  group.  The  predominant 
causes  of  death  in  the  men  are  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus, 
coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis. 


Deaths  from  Cancer 


The  following  table  gives  details 
localisation  of,  and  the  rate  per  cent 
certain  specified  sites  of  the  body. 

of  the  number 
of  total  cancer 

of  deaths, 
deaths  for 

Number  of 

Deaths  during 

Rate  per  cent  of 
total  cancer  deaths 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

Stomach  28 

35 

14.3 

18.5 

Lung  and 

bronchus  47 

56 

24.2 

29.5 

Breast  18 

18 

9.3 

9.5 

Uterus  8 

4 

4.2 

2.0 

Others  93 

77 

48.0 

40.5 

194 

190 

100.0 

100.0 
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Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  still  cause  concern.  The 
following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population  from 
this  disease  for  the  last  five  years. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 

Year  Death  rate  per 

1,000  population. 


1959 

0.45 

1960 

0.36 

1961 

0.69 

1962 

0.49 

1963 

0.48 

1964 

0.57 

Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
excluding  Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  age  groups 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  in  men  and  women  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  7  giving  a  pulmonary  tuberculosis  death 
rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  population,  which  is  the  same  as  that  for 
1963. 


AGE  GROUP 

T  ubercu  los  i  s 

R  esp  iratery 

c 

t> 

c 

; 

m- 

c 

j 

4 

j 

> 

c 

rneumoma 

Bronchitis 

Other  dis¬ 
eases  of 

respiratory 

system. 

T  otals 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1 

1 

2 

1 

• 

2 

3 

1  —  4  years 

5—14  years 

15—24  years 

25  —  34  years 

• 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

- 

- 

o 

35  —  44  years 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

45  —  54  years 

1 

1 

m 

6 

» 

4 

- 

1 

13 

O 

55  —  64  years 

2 

- 

1 

m 

6 

3 

16 

6 

4 

29 

9 

65  —  75  years 

2 

- 

m 

- 

18 

10 

21 

7 

3 

1 

44 

18 

75  years  &  over 

- 

- 

- 

3 

22 

28 

14 

8 

2 

- 

38 

39 

TOTALS 

6 

1 

2 

3 

54 

44 

56 

21 

10 

1 

128 

70 
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Certain  Causes  of  Death 


It  is  obvious  that  cancer  of  the  lung,  cancer  of  the  breast, 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchiti s,  between 
them  are  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths.  The  latest  published 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  West  Bromwich,  given 
as  rates  per  thousand  population,  are  as  follows 

Types  of  disease  England  &  Wales  West  Bromwich 


Cancer  of  the  lung 
Cancer  of  the  breast 
Cancer  of  the  stomach 
Coronary  disease 
Bronchiti  s 


0.53 

0.57 

0.21 

0.18 

0.27 

0.35 

2.24 

1.48 

0.66 

0.78 

In  comparing  these  rates  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the 
size  of  England  and  Wales,  compared  with  the  County  Borough  of 
West  Bromwich,  and  to  the  difference  that  the  operation  of  chance 
can  make  in  so  small  a  community  as  that  of  West  Bromwich. 


Infant  Mortality 

A  total  of  36  infants  whose  parents  were  normally  resident 
in  the  Borough  died  during  the  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality 
rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  19.4.  The  equivalent  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  is  20.0.  Four  illegitimate  babies  died.  Of  the  total  of 
36  infant  deaths  7  occurred  in  coloured  babies  a  percentage  of 
19.4. 


The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  in  age  groups 
over  the  period  of  the  last  ten  years:— 


YEAR 

Under 

1  month 

1  -  3 

months 

3  -  6 

months 

6  -  9 

months 

9  -  12 

months 

TOTAL 

1  nfant 
death 
rate 

1955 

23 

4 

8 

3 

38 

26 

1956 

23 

8 

3 

• 

1 

35 

23 

1957 

27 

3 

5 

3 

3 

41 

24 

1958 

18 

3 

2 

- 

- 

23 

14 

1959 

25 

3 

2 

- 

2 

32 

19 

1960 

20 

6 

6 

3 

1 

36 

21 

1961 

38 

5 

4 

1 

1 

49 

27 

1962 

27 

9 

8 

2 

1 

47 

25 

1963 

29 

6 

5 

2 

3 

45 

24 

1964 

22 

5 

6 

2 

1 

36 

19 

24 


The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  from  certain 
causes  during  the  year:  — 


Cause  of 
death 

Under 

1  month 

1  -  3 

months 

3  -  6 

months 

6  -  9 

months 

9  -  12 

months 

T  otal 
Under  1 
year 

T  ubercu  losi  s 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Whoopi ng  cough 

- 

■  - 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Bronchitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital 

malformation 

4 

4 

1 

- 

1 

10 

Prematurity 

&  other  causes 

17 

- 

2 

1 

- 

20 

TOTALS 

22 

5 

6 

2 

1 

36 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age 

There  were  22  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks,  giving  a 
neonatal  mortality  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with 
15.3  in  1963.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  at  which  death 
occured  during  the  period  of  the  first  month. 


1st 

day 

2nd 

day 

3rd 

day 

4th 

day 

5th 

day 

6th 

day 

7th 

day 

1  -  2 

weeks 

2  -  3 

weeks 

3  -  4 

weeks 

Deaths 

under 

1  montf 

10 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

22 

Perinatal  Mortality 


The  statistical  device  of  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  aimed  at 
taking  into  account  deaths  occuring  just  before  and  just  after  the 
process  of  birth  in  an  endeavour  to  give  a  total  idea  of  the  loss  of 
infant  life  at  about  the  time  of  birth.  Expressed  statistically,  it 
is  as  follows:- 

(Deaths  in  the  first  week  of  live  birth  —  stillbirths)  x  1,000 
Total  births  (both  live  and  Still) 

The  figure  for  West  Bromwich  this  year  is  30.1  compared  with 
31.6  in  1963.  In  view  of  the  small  number  of  children  involved, 
infant  mortality  rates  are  unreliable  and  the  perinatal  death  rate 
may  give  a  better  idea  of  the  total  wastage  of  infant  life.  The 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  28.2. 
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To  provide  a  comparison  of  the  various  rates  involved  in  the 
consideration  of  perinatal  mortality  the  following  table  gives 
information  for  each  of  the  last  five  years:- 


Y  ear 

1 nfant 

Mortal  ity 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

R  ate 

Sti  1  Ibirth 

R  ate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

1964 

19.4 

11.9 

19.6 

30.1 

1963 

23.8 

15.3 

19.2 

31.6 

1962 

25.4 

14.6 

15.9 

28.1 

1961 

27.0 

20.9 

22.1 

39.2 

1960 

21.3 

11.8 

14.6 

24.5 

Maternal  Mortality 

Two  deaths  in  pregnancy  occurred  during  1964. 

Morbidity 

The  graph  given  overleaf  on  page  28  shows  the  number  of 
new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  received  by  the  Ministry  of  National 
Insurance  each  week  during  the  year. 

Suicide 

Sixteen  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  which  compares  with  15  in 
1963. 

The  age  groups  and  sex  of  the  persons  concerned,  together 
with  the  methods  employed,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Cause 

of 

Death. 

A  ( 

3  E  G  R 

0  U  P 

15  -  44  years 

45  -  64 

years 

65  years  &  over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Coal  Gas 

poisoning 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Overdose  of 

drugs 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Drown  i  ng 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

TOTALS: 

4 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

_ L 
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Road  Accidents 

Nine  deaths  were  due  to  road  accidents  which  is  the  same  as 
the  figure  for  1963.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups,  sex, 
and  the  types  of  accident:  — 


A  G  E  G 

IROUP 

TYPE  OF 

ACCtDENT 

0-14 

years  . 

15  -  44 
years. 

45  -  64 

years. 

65  years  & 

over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pedestrain 
struck  by 
vehicle 

2 

2 

Col  lision  of  2 
vehi  cles 

1 

• 

3 

. 

a 

m 

9 

- 

Pedestrain 
struck  by 
pedal  cycle. 

• 

• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS: 

1 

3 

2 

3 

A  further  23  deaths  have  been  classified  by  the  Registrar  General 
as  due  to  accident,  7  of  which  are  known  to  have  occurred  in  the 
home.  Brief  details  are  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


A  G 

E  GROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45 

.  64 

65  years 

years 

years 

years 

&  < 

5ver 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

iA 

F 

.HOME 

Inhalation 
of  food 

1 

m 

• 

Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

Fall 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

• 

1 

1  nhalation 
of  aas 

1 

m 

• 

2 

TOTALS  : 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 
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PART  11 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance 
Care  and  After  Care 
Chiropody 
Home  Help 
Mental  Health 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  Authority  ran  ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  post  natal 
examinations  were  also  carried  out,  at  the  following  infant  welfare 
centres 

Boulton  Road 
Friar  Park 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 
Highfields 
Hill  Top 
Stone  Cross 
Yew  Tree 


The  clinics  were  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  local  authority  and 
medical  officers  from  the  hospital  service.  There  was  an  average 
of  32  sessions  per  month  held  during  the  year  with  an  average 
attendance  of  12  patients  per  session. 


Attendances 

1963 

1964 

New  Bookings 

807 

781 

Return  Visits 

3,940 

3,637 

Post  -  natal 

33 

16 

4,780 

4,434 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mothers  attending  and 
attendances  made  for  mothercraft  teaching  and  relaxation  exercises 
during  1964. 
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Centre 

Institutional 

Booked 

Domici  1  i  ary 
Booked 

Persons 

Attending 

Attendances 

Hill  Top  &  Highfields 

1 

90 

91 

507 

Greets  Green 

- 

16 

16 

55 

Boulton  Road 

1 

37 

38 

286 

Friar  Park 

1 

16 

17 

115 

Hamstead 

4 

10 

14 

62 

Hill  Lane 

m 

31 

31 

138 

Yew  Tree  &  Stone  Cross 

7 

36 

43 

191 

Hal  lam  Hospital  * 

61 

- 

61 

274 

TOTALS 

75 

236 

311 

1,628 

*  Mothercraft  only 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 

There  was  no  change  in  the  pattern  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  year  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  place, 
day,  total  sessions  and  attendances  at  the  centres. 


P  lace 

Day 

Total  sessions 
during  the  year. 

Total  attendances 
during  the  year. 

Boulton  Road 

T  uesday 

49 

4,477 

Thursday 

51 

Friar  Park 

Wednesday 

51 

2,500 

Hamstead 

Friday 

50 

2,752 

Greets  Green 

Wednesday 

51 

2,267 

Highfields 

Monday 

49 

4,835 

Thursday 

51 

Hill  Top 

Monday 

49 

3,359 

Thursday 

51 

Hill  Lane 

Monday 

49 

3,340 

T  uesday 

49 

Stone  Cross 

T  uesday 

49 

3,054 

Friday 

50 

Yew  Tree 

We  dnesday 

51 

3,293 

Friday 

50 

TOTALS 

750 

29,877 

30 


Each  centre  was  staffed  by  health  visitors  and  a  medical 
officer  of  the  health  department  staff,  and  valuable  assistance  was 
given  at  some  clinics  by  voluntary  workers. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  together  with 
tripJe  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tenanus 
was  carried  out  at  the  centres. 


Further  details  of  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the  centres 
are  given  below 

First  Subsequent 

Attendances.  Attendances. 


1963 

1964 

1963 

1964 

Chi  Idren 
0  -  1 

between 

year 

1,831 

1,861 

21,555 

22,069 

Children 
1  -  2 

between 

years 

12 

24 

3,766 

4,717 

Children 

2-5 

between 

years 

19 

23 

2,701 

3,091 

Baby  Foods 

There  was  a  central  distribution  centre  open  during  office  hours 
each  day  for  the  distribution  of  baby  food,  orange  juice  and  cod  liver 
oil,  and  supplies  were  also  available  at  all  infant  welfare  centres 
in  the  Borough. 

The  following  quantities  were  issued  to  beneficiaries 


National  Dried  Milk 


Total 


Orange  Juice 


T  ota  I 


1963  1964 

587  276  tins  free 

7,547  8,081  tins  at  2s.  4d. 

3,178  3,736  tins  at  4s.  Od. 


11,312  12,093 


17,892  21,190  bottles  at  Is.  6d. 

2,159  1,918  bottles  free 


20,051  23,108 


31 


1963 

Cod  Liver  Oil  1,702 

714 

Total  2,416 

Vitamin  Tablets  1,422 

89 

Total  1,511 


Free  issues  are  made  on  prod 
the  National  Assistance  Board. 


1964 

1,604  bottles  at  Is.  Od. 
606  bottles  free 


2,210 

1,529  packets  at  6d. 
106  packets  free 

1,635 


ion  of  vouchers  obtained  through 


Issues  of  National  Dried  Milk  at  2/4d  are  made  on  the  production 
of  welfare  foods  vouchers  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and 
National  Insurance. 


A  total  of  49,058  items  of  various  proprietary  foods  was  sold 
giving  an  income  of  £5,840.  The  price  in  each  case  was  the  cost  to 
the  Corporation  plus  10%,  and  usually  was  less  than  the  normal 
retail  price. 

Dental  Service 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  mothers  and  young 
children  provided  with  dental  care  during  1964,  and  the  forms  of 
dental  treatment  given. 


Examined 

Needing 

T  reatment 

T  reated 

Made 

dentally  fit 

Expectant  and 

nursing  mothers 

120 

120 

76 

54 

Children  under 

five  years 

189 

120 

95 

85 
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Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 


Scaling 

and  Gum 

T  reatment 

Fillings 

Si  Iver  N  itrate 

T  reatment 

Crowns  or 

inlays 

Extractions 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Dentures 

provided 

Radiographs 

Full 

upper  or 

lower 

Partial 

upper  or 
lower 

Expectant  and 

nursing  mothers 

11 

56 

1 

- 

253 

55 

29 

7 

5 

Children  under 

five  years 

- 

70 

11 

- 

296 

108 

- 

- 

- 

During  1964  a  scheme  was  introduced  to  offer  a  dental  exam¬ 
ination  to  all  3  year  old  children.  This  was  carried  out  in  infant 
welfare  centres  to  which  the  mothers  and  their  children  were  invited 
for  this  particular  purpose.  In  each  case  a  dentist  examined  the 
child's  teeth  and  a  dental  nurse  advised  the  mothers  on  oral  hygiene. 
Cases  needing  dental  treatment  were  advised  to  attend  private 
dentists  or  given  appointments  for  one  of  the  local  authority  dental 
clinics. 

A  total  of  220  children  have  been  examined  in  this  way  and 
approximately  25%  of  these  were  found  to  need  active  dental  treat¬ 
ment.  It  is  also  possible  to  warn  parents  of  the  need  for  orthodontic 
treatment  at  a  later  age. 

Babies  born  with  Congenital  Defects 

Since  1st  January,  1964,  cases  of  congenital  malformations 
noted  at  birth  have  been  reported  by  midwives  on  birth  notification 
cards  which  have  been  suitably  printed  to  accommodate  the  additional 
information.  The  appropriate  returns  have  been  made  to  the  Registrar 
General  (C.M.  Section ). 

During  the  year,  38  babies  were  notified  and  all  were  visited 
by  a  medical  officer  of  the  Department  except  in  one  case  where 
the  family  doctor  carried  out  the  visit.  After  the  doctors’  invest¬ 
igations,  14  babies  were  not  considered  to  be  malformed,  leaving  a 
total  in  the  year  of  24,  5  of  which  were  stillborn. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers 

A  total  of  130  illegitimate  births  during  1964  representing  7% 
of  the  total  live  births  was  recorded  in  respect  of  women  normally 
resident  in  the  borough. 
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Of  these,  50  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  moral  welfare  worker 
of  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  Work,  and 
the  organising  secretary  of  the  Association  reports  on  the  work  for 
the  year  as  follows. 

"In  addition  to  the  50  cases  in  1964,  9  cases  in  which  births 
occurred  prior  to  1964  were  helped  in  making  plans  for  the  babies. 
Ten  expectant  mothers  whose  babies  were  due  to  be  born  in  1965 
have  had  the  necessary  arrangements  made  for  their  confinements. 
This  makes  a  total  of  69  cases  under  care  during  1964. 

Twenty-one  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  Homes, 
28  had  hospital  confinements  and  1  mother  was  confined  in  her  own 
home.  (These  figures  include  1  stillbirth  and  1  miscarriage). 

Four  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  putative  fathers  have  been  inter¬ 
viewed  with  the  result  that  6  Affiliation  Orders  have  been  applied 
for  and  5  private  agreements  signed.  Payments  of  the  latter  are 
being  made  through  the  Worker. 

The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  between  15  and  40  and  are 
I  isted  as  fol  lows 

Aged  15  -  1  Aged  16-4  Aged  17-4  Aged  18-11  Aged  19-5 

Aged  20-5  Aged  21-7  Aged  22/27  -  6  Aged  28/34  -  4 
Aged  35/ 40  -  3. 

The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  16  and  41. 
Four  girls  married  the  fathers  of  their  babies. 

The  babies  were  placed  as  follows 

24  with  their  mother  at  home; 

6  with  parents  married  ; 

1  with  mother  in  residential  employment  ; 

1  with  mother  in  Mother  &  Baby  home  ; 

6  in  voluntary  children’s  homes  ; 

1  adopted  privately  ; 

9  have  been  adopted  through  the  Association  ; 

1  stillborn  ; 
m  iscarr  ied. 
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In  all  cases  the  Moral  Welfare  Worker  is  satisfied  that  the 
children  are  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention. 

A  total  of  483  visits  has  been  paid  in  connection  with  69 
cases  under  care.  In  addition  the  homes  of  prospective  adopters 
have  been  visited  and  reported  on,  babies  visited  after  placings 
have  been  made,  girls  conveyed  to  Homes  and  accompanied  when 
they  have  had  to  appear  in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures  witnessed 
when  consenting  to  an  Adoption  Order  being  made.” 

Family  Planning 

The  West  Bromwich  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association 
held  a  session  each  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Highfields  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 

In  December,  1963,  additional  sessions  by  appointment  were 
commenced  at  the  Stone  Cross  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for  patients 
requiring  oral  contraceptives. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  during  the  year 

Number  of  sessions  held  68 

Number  of  new  patients  seen  during  the  year  275 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

The  ultra  violet  light  climes  were  held  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  at  the  Central  School  Clinic  and  on  Tuesday  morning  and 
Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Stone  Cross  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
artificial  sunlight  treatment  during  the  year 


No.  of  Ch i Idren  on 
register  at  31st 

December,  1964. 

No.  of  Attendances 
during  the  year  : 

Central 

Clinic 

Stone 

Cross 

TOTAL 

Centra  1 
Clinic 

Stone 

Cross 

TOTAL 

Pre  School  Children 

Boys 

2 

2 

58 

30 

) 

90 

3  iris 

• 

to 

- 

51 

24 

75 

School  Children 

Boys 

10 

a 

10 

796 

108 

914 

Girls 

8 

m 

8 

740 

158 

90,6 

20 

• 

20 

1,645 

320 

1.985 
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Day  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 

The  Council  have  no  day  nursery  operating  in  the  Borough. 
Two  registrations  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation 
Act,  1949  were  granted  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  3  regis¬ 
trations  altogether.  One  of  the  persons  concerned  has  not  commenced 
minding.  Both  the  other  persons  registered  are  from  the  West  Indies. 
Visits  of  inspection  are  carried  out  monthly  but  there  are  no  national 
minimum  standards  laid  down  in  the  regulations  for  child  minding 

It  seems  probable,  though  proof  is  not  forthcoming,  that  there 
is  more  child  minding  undertaken  particularly  among  the  population 
from  the  West  Indies  than  the  number  of  registrations  would  suggest. 

Ml  DWI  F  E  RY 


Staff 

Mothers  being  confined  at  home  were  cared  for  by  14  midwives 
and  4  part-time  maternity  nurses  employed  by  the  Council.  There 
is  also  a  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives. 

General  Arrangements 

There  is  a  rota  scheme  which  enables  the  midwives  to  have  3 
weeks  out  of  4  free  from  night  calls  (apart  from  exceptional 
circumstances).  On  the  fourth  week  those  midwives  on  duty  cover 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  for  night  calls,  but  are  free  during  the  day. 

The  rota  provides  3  midwives  each  night  on  “first  call”  and  a 
further  3  are  on  “second  call’  but  are  seldom  required  for  duty. 

Distribution  of  Confinements 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  between 
home  and  hospital  over  the  last  ten  years. 

Birth  in 


Hospital 

Home 

1955 

767 

710 

1956 

834 

768 

1957 

1,015 

719 

1958 

1,012 

746 

1959 

930 

795 

1960 

1,019 

783 
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Home 


Hospital 


1961 

1,081 

786 

1962 

1,127 

807 

1963 

1,206 

766 

1964 

1,170 

700 

A  total  of  2,653  births  occurred  in  West  Bromwich  during  1964 
of  which  1,870  were  to  persons  who  gave  a  home  address  in  the 
town  when  making  arrangements  for  the  confinement.  The  final 
number  of  births  registered  to  permanent  residents  as  published  by 
the  Registrar  General  was  1855. 

This  year  63%  of  confinements  of  West  Bromwich  mothers 
occurred  in  hospital  and  37%  at  home. 

Midwives 


Number  of  practising  midwives 

The  Midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice  were 

In  Hospital  19 

In  Municipal  Domiciliary  Practice  15 
Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

Municipal  midwives  attended  698  confinements.  Each  mother 
was  visited  twice  daily  for  the  first  four  days  after  del  ivery,  and  then 


daily  up  to  the  tenth  day.  Visits 

made  by  the 

midwives  are 

summarised  as  follows 

1963 

1964 

Ante-natal  visits 

3,961 

4,347 

Nursing  visits  during  the  puerperium 
and  post-natal  period  (including  early 
discharges  from  hospital) 

14,600 

13,768 

18,561 

18,115 

Medical  Aid 

Medical  aid  was  called  by  midwives  on  106  occasions. 
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Early  Discharge  from  Hospital 

A  total  of  1,205  mothers  who  were  delivered  in  hospitals  were 
discharged  home  before  the  10th  day  to  be  attended  by  domiciliary 
midwives.  Of  these  187  were  discharged  on  or  by  the  2nd  day  and 
288  on  or  by  the  5th  day.  Considerable  additional  work  is  placed  on 
the  ►municipal  midwives  by  the  fact  that  745  mothers  (62%)  were 
discharged  from  hospital  on  or  by  the  7th  day. 

Emergency  Obstetric  Service 

This  service  which  is  readily  availableto  deal  with  emergencies 
in  domiciliary  practice  operates  from  Hallam  Hospital. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  2  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  attributable  to 
pregnancy  during  1964. 

Training  in  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Three  pupil  midwives  received  training  during  the  year  in  West 
Bromwich  for  the  second  part  of  the  certificate  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board.  Three  of  the  midwives  are  specially  approved  by 
The  Central  Midwives  Board  as  teaching  midwives,  but  during  the 
year  only  two  were  willing  to  accept  pupils. 

Post  Certificate  Education  of  Midwives 

Each  midwife  must  attend  a  refresher  course  approved  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Midwives  every  5  years  and  4  West  Bromwich 
midwives  attended  courses  during  1964. 

Cases  of  Potential  Difficulty 

* 

Certain  special  categories  of  expectant  mothers  should  wherever 
possible  have  their  babies  in  hospital  for  medical  reasons.  The 
following  figures  representing  such  cases  confined  at  home  during 
1964  show  that  this  ideal  is  far  from  reached.  The  figures  for 
hospital  confinements  of  these  special  categories  is  also  given. 


H  ome  Hospital 

1.  Primipara  over  30  years  of  age  3  59 

2.  Multipara  over  40  years  of  age  8  42 

3.  Women  in  their  fourth  or  subsequent 

pregnancy.  Ill  243 
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The  domestic  problems  of  women  having  their  fourth  or  sub¬ 
sequent  pregnancy  are  often  so  considerable  as  to  militate  against 
delivery  in  hospital.  The  Home  Help  Service  does  not  meet  the 
needs  of  such  mothers  and  its  use  can  be  quite  expensive  in  such 
cases. 


HEALTH  VISITING 


Staff 

At  the  end  of  December,  1964,  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Chief 
Nursing  Officer,  Deputy  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  10  out  of  an 
establ ishment  of  19  health  visitors  (which  includes  3  group  advisers.) 

Health  visitors  perform  joint  duties,  working  both  as  school 
nurses  and  as  health  visitors.  Approximately  35%  of  their  time  is 
given  to  the  School  Health  Service. 

One  Student  health  visitor  was  appointed. 

General  Arrangements 

The  area  of  the  County  Borough  is  divided  into  districts,  one 
health  visitor  being  in  charge  of  each  district  and  working  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer.  In  these 
districts  the  health  visitors  carry  out  the  visiting  of  infants  and 
young  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  and  also  visits  to  any  members 
of  the  family  depending  on  the  need.  There  is  close  liaison  with  the 
hospital  for  the  follow-up  of  children  or  elderly  persons  who  have 
been  discharged.  An  arrangement  exists  with  the  Consultant 
Physician  in  charge  of  wards  for  the  chronic  sick,  whereby  he, 
together  with  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer,  visits  the  homes  of  elderly 
persons  awaiting  admission  so  that  an  assessment  can  be  made 
both  of  the  medical  and  social  urgency  in  an  endeavour  to  use  the 
beds  to  the  best  advantage,  and  deploy  the  domiciliary  services 
effectively. 

Home  Visits 

The  Health  Visitors’ time  is  divided  between  work  in  clinics  and 
home  visits.  Details  of  the  latter  over  the  last  5  years  are  as 
follows 
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Analysis  of  Home  Visits 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

First  visits  to  births 

1,805 

1,751 

1,886 

1,859 

1,670 

Revisits  to  children  under 

12  months. 

4,529 

4,679 

3,830 

4,116 

3,828 

Revisits  to  children 

1  to  5  years. 

7,843 

7,771 

7,114 

7,389 

7,070 

Visits  to  cases  of 
infectious  disease 

15 

128 

21 

21 

73 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 
Miscel  laneous 

B.  C.  G.  Vaccinations 

227 

1,123 

42 

109 

755 

95 

860 

1 

234 

938 

1 

251 

1,183 

4 

TOTALS 

15,584 

15,193 

13,807 

14,558 

14,079 

During  1  964 a  total  of  2,1 16  visits  that  were  made  were  fruitless 
because  there  was  nobody  at  home.  It  is  difficult  to  reduce  this 
number.  Visits  by  appointment  are  difficult  to  arrange  because  of  the 
fluctuating  calls  for  the  Health  Visitor. 

Atthe  end  of  December  the  health  visitors’ case  load  of  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years  was  5,891. 

Diabetic  Clinic 

A  health  visitor  attended  the  diabetic  clinic  held  in  the  District 
Hospital  and  was  responsible  for  liaison  with  the  physician  and 
helping  to  seethatthe  patients  were  able  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
given  them  concerning  diet. 

Liaison  with  Other  Agences 

Work  with  General  Practitioners 

The  Local  Medical  Committee  has  agreed  to  an  experiment  of 
attaching  health  visitors  to  practices  and  for  the  health  visitors  to 
work  in  accordance  with  the  lists  of  patients  and  not  geographically. 
This  has  been  carried  out  for  two  years  in  one  practice  with  success 
but  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  prevents  expansion  of  this  service. 

Work  with  Hospitals 

The  Chief  Nursing  Officer  works  closely  with  the  Consultant 
Physic  ian  having  charge  of  the  geriatric  beds  accompanying  him 
on  his  domicilary  visits  to  help  by  arranging  for  care  at  home. 
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Her  deputy  attends  the  paediatric  department  and  one  health  visitor 
also  attends  the  diabetic  clinic. 

The  limiting  factor  is  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  (at  present 
45%  under  establishment),  with  adequate  and  suitable  staff,  time 
could  be  found  to  pursue  further  the  opportunities  of  joint  working 
within  the  National  Health  Service  to  the  benefit  of  the  patients. 

HOME  NURSING 


Sta  ff 

The  following  staff  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Men  Women 

Chief  Nursing  Officer  -  1 

Supervisor  of  District  Nurses  -  1 

State  Registered  Nurses: 

F ul I  Time  2  1 1 


General  Arrangements 

The  district  nurses  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief 
Nursing  Officer  who  allocates  and  organises  their  duties.  Requests 
for  nursing  assistance  are  made  by  general  practitioners  to  the  Chief 
Nursing  Officer  and  arrangements  are  also  made  for  the  continuation 
of  treatment  after  a  patient’s  discharge  from  hospital.  The  nurses 
carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  family  doctors  regarding  treatment. 
Evening  calls  are  covered  by  a  rota  of  nurses. 

Cases  Nursed 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  of  nurses 
employed,  the  number  of  visits  and  the  number  of  new  cases  over 
each  of  the  past  five  years 


Average  number  of  nurses 

Number  of 

Total  Number 

Year 

employed 

new  cases 

of  visits  . 

1960 

10 

784 

32,472 

1961 

1  \/i 

822 

30,359 

1962 

12 

772 

30,169 

1963 

13 

782 

30,957 

1964 

* 

13 

708 

31,890 
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Of  the  940  patients  nursed  during  1964,  794  were  referred  by 
general  practitioners,  10  by  the  chest  clinic,  103  by  hospital  and 
33  were  transferred  from  another  area. 


The  work  carried  out  month  by  month  was  as  follows 


Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at  the 
beginning  of  month 

New 

Cases 

Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at 
end  of  month 

Nursing 

visits 

January 

232 

79 

235 

2,949 

February 

235 

61 

239 

2,622 

March 

239 

57 

240 

2,711 

Apri ! 

240 

68 

246 

2,570 

May 

246 

52 

256 

2,474 

June 

256 

46 

259 

2,490 

July 

259 

54 

234 

2,604 

August 

234 

50 

238 

2,585 

September 

238 

53 

259 

2,422 

October 

259 

63 

237 

2,763 

November 

237 

64 

262 

2,859 

December 

262 

61 

261 

2.841 

Training  of  District  Nurses 


The  West  Midlands  authorities,  (Wolverhampton,  West  Bromwich 
Smethwick,  Dudley,  Walsall  County  Boroughs  and  Staffordshire 
County)  ran  a  district  nurse  training  course  jointly  at  theWalsall 
Technical  College  with  lecturers  from  all  the  areas.  So  far  11 
nurses  from  West  Bromwich  have  passed  the  examination.  This 
means  that  most  of  the  present  staff  are  fully  trained  in  district 
nursing. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  recommended  timetable  for  immunisation  and  vaccination 
of  infants  is  now  as  follows 


2-4  months 


7-9  months 


Three  injections,  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  at 
monthly  intervals. 

Oral  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
—  3  doses 


12  months  -  2  years  Vaccination  against  smallpox 

18  —  20  months  One  booster  injection  against  whooping 

cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 


Only  disposable  syringes  are  used  in  the  Local  Authority 
services. 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

Vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  at  the 
infant  welfare  centres  and  by  general  practitioners.  The  number  of 
primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  is  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Age  at  date  of 

vaccination 

Under1 

1  year 

1  year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

T  otal 

Number  vaccinated 
(primary) 

20 

404 

253 

27 

53 

757 

Number 

re-vaccinated 

21 

9 

3 

96 

129 

The  following  table  shows  the  acceptance  for  children  under 
the  age  of  5  years  compared  with  the  estimated  population  in  that 
age  group. 
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Y  ear 

Number  Vaccinated 

E  stimated 

Popu lation  . 

1964 

677 

8,000 

1963 

330v 

8,000 

1962 

1,968 

8,000 

1961 

450 

7,849(censu 

1960 

395 

7,900 

1959 

617 

7,800 

1958 

530 

7,500 

1957 

493 

7,300 

There  is  a  welcome  rise  in  the  figure  for  1964  but  even  so  the 
number  of  children  vaccinated  in  infancy  is  only  a  small  proportion 
(36%  of  live  births). 

The  greatly  increased  figure  for  1962  is  due  to  the  occurrence 
of  a  case  of  smallpox  in  the  town  and  a  number  of  cases  elsewhere 
in  the  country. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Protection  against  diptheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is 
freely  available  to  all  children  at  the  local  authority  clinics  and 
from  family  doctors. 

A  total  of  1269  infants  was  given  protection  against  diphtheria 
duriag  the  year  and  a  total  of  1367  reinforcement  injections  was 
given  to  school  children.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1963  were 
865  and  2034  respectively. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year 
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PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  Persons  who  have  received 

Age 

Group 

Second  Injection  of 
Salk  Vaccine 

Third  dose  of  Oral  Vaccine. 

0  -  1 

. 

182 

1  -  2 

1 

915 

2-20 

11 

389 

Others 

4 

29 

TOTAL 

16 

1515 

REINFORCING  DOSES 


No.  of  persons  given  third  injection  of  salk  vaccine 

20 

No.  of  persons  given  fourth  injection  of  salk  vaccine 

7 

No.  of  persons  given  a  reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vaccine 
after  primary  immunisation  with  salk  or  oral  vaccine. 

103 

The  above  immunisation  figures  show  an  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs  with  considerable  room  for  improvement.  With  a  staff  of 
health  visitors  well  below  establishment  improvement  will  be 
difficult  to  achieve.  The  usual  methods  of  piblicity  have  been  used 
but  individual  visits  are  necessary  to  persuade  some  parents  to 
make  a  decision  rather  than  continue  to  procrastinate. 

B.  C.  G.  VACCINATION 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  children  who 
reached  the  age  of  13  years.  Of  1559  children  eligible,  1309  (84%) 
accepted.  Of  these  1267  received  the  skin  test,  and  1142  were  given 
B.C.G. vaccination.  No  complications  of  vaccination  occurred. 

One  hundred  and  seven  children  had  positive  (Mantoux)  skin 
tests,  i.e.  they  had  already  come  into  contact  with  tuberculous 
infection  and  had  developed  some  resistance  to  it.  This  gives  a 
positive  skin  test  rate  of  8.4%  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
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rates  for  the  last  two  years,  but  not  significantly  so. 

The  following  figures  show  the  positive  skin  test  rates  for  the 
last  five  years 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Positive  skin 
test  rate 

11% 

8.6% 

7.1% 

7.1% 

8.4% 

The  children  who  had  positive  Mantoux  tests  were  given 
appointments  for  chest  x-ray  and  investigation  by  the  Chest 
Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  As  a  result  seven  children  were 
kept  under  observation  for  varying  periods  of  time  but  none  of  these 
have  been  notified  as  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  amongst  immediate 
contacts  of  any  of  these  Mantoux-pos itive  children. 


/ 

/ 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


General  Arrangements 

The  service  is  administered  and  operated  by  the  Corporation’s 
Transport  Departmenton  behalf  ofthe  Health  Committee.  Ambulances 
are  used  for  journeys  in  West  Bromwich  and  to  and  from  centres  in 
the  Midlands.  \  total  of  8  patients  was  carried  by  train  in  1964. 


Ambulances 


A  new 

2/4  berth  ambulance  with  newl 

y  designed  trolley/ 

stretcher  equipment  was  put  into  service  during 

the  year. 

Vehicles 

in  Service 

Type 

P  laced  in  Service 

1964  Mileage 

Morris 

6.7.49 

4,768 

Daim  ler 

22.1.51 

8,003 

Daim  ler 

25.5.56 

8,605 

Morris 

1.7.57 

18,933 

Morri  s 

8.7.58 

17,742 

Morris 

18.7.62 

18,308 

Morris 

7.9.62 

20,747 

Morris 

23.4.63 

18,181 

Austin 

16.11.64 

2,102 

Total  117,389 


Work  Done 

The  figures 

below  show  the  use  of  the 

service  over  the  last 

ten  years 

Year 

No.  of  Patients 

M  ileage 

1955 

22,470 

88,392 

1956 

21,305 

84,215 

1957 

21,580 

87,608 

1958 

23,383 

85,914 

1959 

23,712 

88,580 

1960 

23,896 

85,733 

1961 

27,283 

96,518 

1962 

29,165 

96,601 

1963 

31,464 

108,834 

1964 

35,320 

117,389 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  outpatients  carried 


to  hospital 

for  treatment.  It 

will  be  seen  that  the  greater 

proportion  of 

patients  carried  are 

those  for  routine  treatment  or 

examination, 

and  much  of  ambulance  work  is  purely  transport  of 

passengers. 

Year 

No.  of  Out-Patients 

1955 

16,710 

1956 

14,952 

1957 

15,062 

1958 

17,189 

1959 

17,598 

1960 

17,339 

1961 

20,615 

1962 

22,605 

1963 

23,746 

1964 

28,398 

Much  of  this  rise  is  due  to  the  development  of  extensive  out¬ 
patient  facilities  in  the  form  ofa  day  hospital  at  All  Saints’  Hospital 
(for  the  mental ly  ill). 


Supply  of  Oxygen 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  oxygen  in  an  emergency  to 
patients  in  their  own  homes,  at  the  request  of  the  family  doctor, 
continued  to  operate.  An  oxygen  set  supplied  through  arrangements 
made  by  the  Local  Executive  Council  is  immediately  available  at 
the  depot. 

Staff 

Three  drivers  were  recruited  during  1964  as  replacements  and 
to  provide  additional  cover  to  deal  with  the  build  up  of  extra  work. 

Lectures  in  advanced  first  aid  were  given  by  consultants  and 
were  also  attended  by  men  from  neighbouring  ambulance  services. 
Two  drivers  were  sent  on  special  training  courses. 

Major  Accidents 

A  scheme  provides  for  immediate  nursing  and  medical  help  and 
equipment  from  hospital  within  a  few  minutes  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  police,  fire  and  hospital  authorities  for  control  of  the 
incident,  ambulance  directions  and  use  of  hospital  beds. 
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A  printed  booklet  “Emergency  Catastrophe  Procedure”  has 
been  issued  or  the  guidance  of  staff  concerned  and  is  revised 
periodically.  This  is  a  joint  venturewith  the  hospital  service  and 
the  police  and  fire  services. 

Ambulance  Station 

Extensions  to  the  ambulance  station  were  carried  out  within 
the  confines  of  the  existing  site.  New  facilities  provided  include 
control  room,  office,  men  s  toilet,  shower  cubicle  and  store  room 
on  the  ground  floor.  On  the  first  floor  there  is  a  rest  room,  kitchen, 
lad  ies  toilet,  and  locker  room  on  the  first  floor. 

Garage  space  was  extended  and  new  vehicle  washing  facilities 
instal  led. 
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CARE  AND  AFTER  -  CARE 


Convalescence 

Patients  are  sent  for  convalescence  on  the  recommendation  of 
their  own  doctors  and  hospital  consultants.  They  contribute  towards 
the  cost  according  to  their  means.  Altogether  60  applications  were 
investigated,  26  of  these  subsequently  declined  to  accept  the 
arrangements  that  could  be  made  for  them.  The  high  number  of  non- 
acceptances  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  charge  is  made  dependent  upon 
income. 

A  total  of  33  adults  and  1  child  received  recuperative  holidays 
under  the  authority's  scheme  and  most  of  the  patients  were  acc¬ 
ommodated  in  homes  by  the  sea. 

In  addition  to  convalescent  home  fees,  travelling  expenses 
were  paid  in  respect  of  30  patients. 

Recommendations 

These  were  made  as  follows  :- 

By  General  Practitioners  33 

By  Hospital  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  1 

341 


Age  Group  of  Patients 

The  34  patients  were  of  the  following  age  groups: 


Under  21  years  1 

21  to  44  years  4 

45  to  64  years  16 

65  years  and  over  13 


34 
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PROVISION  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT 


Loan  Equipment 


Stocks  of  nursing  equipment  for  use  in  patients’  homes  are 
held  at  the  nurses’  centre.  These  articles  are  lent  on  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  a  general  practitioner,  midwife  or  district  nurse. 

The  following  types  of  equipment  were  available  for  use  during 
the  year:- 


Air  rings 

Bed  wedges 

Back  rests 

Feeding  cups 

Bed  cradles 

Head  poles  and  chains 

Bed  pans 

Housechairs 

Bedstead  (special) 

Mattresses  and  covers 

Commode  chairs 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  alarms 

Crutches 

Spinal  Carriages 

Urinals 

Spinal  supports 

Waterproof  sheets 

Sputum  cups  (disposable) 

Walking  sticks 

Wheel  chairs 

Walking  aids 

Fracture  boards 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  equipment,  but  each 
borrower  is  required  to  sign  an  agreement  to  return  items  loaned 
within  three  months  and  in  good  condition.  The  loan  period  can  be 
extended  by  signing  a  further  agreement. 

INCONTINENCE  PAD  SERVICE 

In  September,  1963,  and  in  response  to  the  commendation 
contained  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  14/63,  the  Council 
authorises  the  free  issue  of  incontinence  pads  as  part  of  their 
arrangements  for  the  care  of  patients  in  their  own  homes.  Pads  are 
available  at  the  Nurses’  Centre  and  are  issued  upon  the  advice  of 
a  doctor  or  nurse. 
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Incontinence  pads  have  been  a  normal  item  of  equipment  used 
by  the  Home  Nurses  for  some  years  and  it  has  been  found  that  the 
greater  majority  of  patients  in  need  of  the  pads  are  in  fact  attended 
by  the  Home  Nursing  Service  and  therefore  receive  them  in  this  way. 
Consequently  there  has  only  been  a  small  demand  (8  patients)  for 
pads  provided  separately  than  through  the  nursing  services. 

Disposal  of  the  pads  has  not  presented  a  special  problem.  The 
variety  used  are  composed  entirely  of  paper  (some  patterns  have  a 
waterproof  plastic  outer  covering)  and  burn  in  domestic  fires  of 
various  kinds,  In  some  cases  outside  incineration  is  resorted  to, 
and  in  the  modern  blocks  of  flats  provided  by  the  Council  electric 
incinerators  are  installed. 
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CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


This  service  is  restricted  to  certain  categories  which  are  shown 
below  with  the  charges  made  for  treatment 


Clinic 
T  reatment 

Aged,  Handicapped, 

Blind  persons.  2/6d 

Expectant  Mothers  57- 


Home 

Treatment 


47- 

7/6d 


An  appointment  system  is  operated,  a  full-time  chiropodist 
works  10  sessions  per  week  and  is  assisted  by  3  part-time 
chiropodists  who  provide  12  sessions  per  week. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  treatments  given  :- 


Clinic 

Domici  liary 

Residential 

Accommodation 

Male 

Female 

Male 

F  emal  e 

Male 

F  emale 

209 

1,541 

78 

952 

103 

122 

Totals  1,750 

1,030 

225 

This  grand  total  of  3005  treatments  is  691  more  than  in  1963 
but  does  not  represent  the  full  need.  It  seems  probable  that  a 
considerable  number  of  elderly  persons  have  defects  of  the  feet 
requiring  chiropdy  but  are  not  aware  of  the  facilities  and  the  value 
of  treatment. 

The  present  service  however  is  as  much  as  the  staff  can 
provide. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  chiropodist  deals  with  an  average  of  7 
treatments  each  clinic  session  and  2  or  3  each  domiciliary  session 
depending  upon  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  travelling  between 
addresses  by  public  transport. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Staff 

The  Home  Help  Service  at  the  end  of  the  year  employed  16 
full-time  staff  and  55  part-time  staff,  making  an  equivalent  of 
approximately  50  in  terms  of  full-time  staff. 

The  greater  amount  of  work  is  done  in  the  morning  —  this  being 
the  most  convenient  time,  both  to  the  patients  and  to  the  home  helps. 

General  Arrangements 

Home  Helps  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  residents 
of  the  town  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable,  either  temporarily  or 
permanently,  to  manage  their  own  housework  and  who  need  help 
at  home  to  make  life  bearable. 

The  service  is  one  for  which  a  charge  is  made,  based  on  the 
financial  position  of  the  family  and  the  hours  of  service  given. 

The  number  of  patients  helped  over  the  previous  ten  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  table 


Year 

Maternity 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick 

1955 

27 

239 

1956 

48 

246 

1957 

54 

293 

1958 

40 

323 

1959 

45 

365 

1960 

72 

382 

1961 

58 

420 

1962 

53 

422 

1963 

30 

426 

1964 

34 

468 

Persons  Helped 

During  the  year  a  total  of  232  new  patients  was  given  help 
for  the  first  time  and  of  these  148  were  chronic  sick,  34  maternity 
and  1  case  of  tuberculosis. 


54 


The  position  over  the  last  few  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Confinements  at  home 

42 

44 

40 

44 

69 

46 

49 

27 

30 

Other  maternity  cases 

6 

10 

- 

1 

3 

12 

4 

3 

4 

Aged  and  chronic  sick 

246 

293 

323 

365 

380 

420 

422 

426 

468 

T  uberculosis 

10 

8 

10 

7 

7 

8 

6 

9 

10 

Problem  Families 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

8 

10 

8 

3 

Mental  Health 

Other  including  acute 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

6 

7 

i  1  Iness 

35 

38 

42 

47 

56 

57 

49 

60 

55 

TOTALS 

342 

397 

421 

472 

524 

551 

540 

539 

577 

Of  the  total  of  577  cases  helped  78  paid  full  cost  (5s.  Od.  per 
hour),  495  paid  part  cost,  and  4  cases  were  granted  free  help  because 
of  special  circumstances. 

Night  Attendance  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  attendance  at  night  for 
cases  of  illness  and  emergency  when  other  arrangements  cannot  be 
made.  It  is  therefore  only  used  for  urgent  need  and  is  not  a  large 
and  extensive  service. 

During  the  year  2  persons  were  willing  to  do  this  work  and 
they  dealt  with  2  cases  for  the  following  reasons 

Chronic  Sick:- 

T erminal  1 1  Iness  1 

Awaiting  hospital 
admission  1 

Home  Help  Washing  Service 

Some  5  or  6  bags  of  soiled  washing  totalling  some  20  articles 
are  dealt  with  weekly.  This  is  a  small  but  valuable  service  which 
could  with  advantage  be  extended. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  functions  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  this  field 
consist  of  establishing  a  service  to  provide  social  assistance  to 
all  types  of  mentally  disordered  patients  not  requiring  hospital 
treatment,  and  to  patients  after  discharge  from  hospital.  This 
includes  such  matters  as  the  provision  of  training  centres,  resid¬ 
ential  accommodation,  help  given  by  social  workers,  social  clubs, 
and  many  other  things.  The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  in  particular, 
who  has  responsibilities  concerning  the  admission  of  patients  to 
hospital,  works  closely  with  both  hospital  and  general  practitioner 
in  the  interests  of  his  patients. 

General  Arrangements 

The  Health  Committee  is  responsible  to  the  Council  for  the 
Mental  Health  Service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his 
staff  are  the  responsible  officers.  There  are  two  mental  welfare 
officers,  one  trained  social  worker,  and  a  mental  health  officer 
working  with  the  mentally  subnormal.  In  order  to  provide  for  the 
availability  of  a  mental  welfare  officer  at  all  hours.  West  Bromwich 
and  Smethwick  jointly  operate  a  duty  rota  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Mental  Illness 

The  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  sends  most  of  its  mentally  ill 
patients  to  All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green,  Birmingham  18,  and 
consequently  has  its  closest  liaison  with  that  hospital.  Out¬ 
patient  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  mental  illness  are  also  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich. 

Patients  suffering  from  mental  disorder  can  be  admitted  to 
hospital  informally  or  on  authority  for  detention  which  allow  the 
hospital  to  detain  them  for  stated  periods  of  time.  Compulsory 
powers  are  only  used  as  a  last  resort  and  of  course,  the  law 
provides  for  appeal  against  detention. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  resident  in 
the  Borough  who  were  admitted  informally  or  under  compulsory 
powers  over  the  past  ten  years:— 
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1 955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Informa  1  ly 

65 

91 

44 

41 

77 

81 

150 

179 

170 

192 

Compulsory 

powers 

47 

68 

119 

108 

101 

124 

89 

76 

88 

61 

TOTALS 

112 

159 

163 

149 

178 

205 

239 

255 

258 

253 

During  1964,  7  people,  whose  place  of  residence  was  in  the 
area  of  another  Local  Authority,  were  also  admitted  from  West 
Bromwich,  4  under  compulsory  powers  and  3  on  an  informal  basis, 
making  the  total  number  of  admissions  known  to  the  mental  welfare 
officers  as  260. 

During  1964,  61  patients  resident  in  the  Borough  were  admitted 
under  compulsory  powers,  37  as  emergencies  under  an  authority 
for  detention  for  72  hours,  24  for  observation  under  an  authority 
for  detention  for  up  to  28  days,  and  1  for  long  term  treatment  (on 
an  authority  for  up  to  1  year  in  the  first  instance).  The  hospital 
authorities  after  the  patients  admission,  in  the  light  of  the  condition 
of  the  patient,  took  steps  to  alter  the  authority  for  detention 
accordingly, and  15  out  of  the  37  admitted  under  emergency  powers 
remained  in  hospital  of  their  own  volition  after  expiry  of  the 
authority  at  the  end  of  72  hours. 

Of  the  total  of  253  admissions  of  West  Bromwich  residents  to 
All  Saints  Hospital  in  1964,  197  were  treated  and  discharged 
within  the  year,  13  died,  2  absconded  and  only  41  were  still  in 
hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A  further  100  persons  were 
referred  for  help,  but  admission  to  hospital  was  not  finally  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  after  consultation. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green,  makes  arrangements  for  a 
day  hospital  to  which  patients  are  transported  daily  by  the  West 
Bromwich  Ambulance  Service.  Obviously,  many  of  these  are 
physically  capable  of  travelling  on  public  transport,  but  because 
of  their  illness,  cannot  face  this  prospect.  Many  are  so  depressed 
and  withdrawn  that  they  would  not  go  if  they  were  not  taken. 
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This  daily  attendance  undoubtedly  prevents  a  number  from  having 
to  be  admitted  or  re-admitted  as  in-patients  for  treatment.  As  soon 
as  their  condition  has  improved  sufficiently  they  are  encouraged 
to  use  public  transport. 

Old  Age  and  Mental  Illness 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  over  60 
years  of  age  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  from  West  Bromwich 
over  the  past  10  years. 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

informal 

12 

15 

6 

8 

9 

17 

26 

44 

49 

54 

Admitted 

under 

compu  1  sory 
powers 

21 

20 

35 

26 

32 

33 

29 

19 

21 

9 

TOTALS 

33 

35 

41 

34 

41 

50 

55 

63 

70 

63 

Of  the  9  patients  over  60  admitted  under  compulsion,  none 
remained  under  compulsion  after  28  days.  All  cases  of  this  age 
are  seen  by  a  consultant  psychiatrist  before  admission. 

Residential  Accommodation  for  Elderly  Mentally  Disordered 

Persons. 

In  December,  1963  the  first  patients  were  admitted  to  Warstone 
House,  a  purpose-built  home  of  27  beds  built  by  the  Council  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  accommodation 
of  the  elderly  mentally  disordered.  These  patients  are  senile  and 
and  mainly  suffer  from  dementia  which  does  not  require  admission 
to  hospital  but  is  beyond  management  in  the  domestic  household 
or  in  an  ordinary  old  persons’  home.  Residents  remain  under  the 
care  of  their  own  general  practitioners  buta  consultant  psychiatrist 
advises  on  all  of  them  before  admission  and  generally  on  their 
management  in  the  home.  The  home  provides  11  single  bedrooms 
and  8  double  ones  and  the  staff  consists  of  1  Chief  Male  Nurse,  1 
Deputy  Charge  Nurse,  6  ful l-time  and  3  half-time  Nursing  Assistants, 
with  the  appropriate  domestic  and  cooking  staff. 
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This  home  serves  a  great  need  and  relieves  relatives  and  old 
persons' homes  of  difficult  patients  not  needing  hospital  treatment. 
Careful  selection  of  patients  for  a  admission  is  necessary/ 
particularly  with  regard  to  their  physical  as  well  as  their  psychiatric 
condition.  At  first  with  so  many  new  patients  and  staff  a  number 
of  acute  nursing  problems  arose,  but  gradually  these  have  been 
overcome,  many  of  the  residents  have  settled  and  the  home  has 
become  a  most  satisfactory  unit. 

One  particular  problem  is  the  considerable  amount  of  laundry 
(due  to  incontinence)  that  arises  in  this  type  of  home  and  through¬ 
out  the  day  and  night  there  are  problems  in  management,  as  mental 
and  physical  deterioration  often  occur  together  in  old  age. 
Some  nursing  is  essential  .  It  has  attracted  a  considerable  number 
of  visitors  especially  the  officers  of  other  authorities  about  to 
start  similar  schemes. 

During  the  year  41  patients  were  admitted,  19  from  their  own 
homes,  8  from  old  people's  homes  administered  by  the  Council 
under  Part  111  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  5  from 
general  hospitals  and  9  from  psychiatric  hospitals.  Of  this  total  of 
41,  14  died  in  the  home,  8  have  been  transferred  to  general 

hospitals  (4  of  whom  returned)  and  5  to  psychiatric  hospitals. 

Tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  co-operation  received  from  the 
psychiatric  and  general  hospitals  and  the  hard  work  of  the  local 
authority  staff  in  bringing  into  action  the  new  unit. 

Work  in  the  Community 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  people  who  are  known 
to  the  staff  and  who  were  receiving  visits  or  some  form  of  help 
numbered  1,024.  A  considerable  amount  of  work  is  done  in  close 
association  with  the  hospital  in  providing  information  relating  to 
patients  visiting  those  discharged  and  paying  visits  to  those  who, 
through  mental  illness,  might  well  eventually  come  for  hospital 
treatment.  A  good  relationship  exists  between  the  staff  and  the 
hospital  staff  of  All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green  and  in  the 
mentally  subnormal,  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Great  Barr.  There 
also,  is  considerable  co-operation  with  other  social  agencies  in 
the  town  such  as  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Resettlement  Officer. 

Social  Club 

The  Psychiatric  Social  Club  meets  on  Monday  evenings  at  the 
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Social  Centre  built  by  the  Welfare  Committee  in  Walsall  Street  and 
does  much  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  those  attending. 
Members  are  encouraged  to  be  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  club  affairs,  assisted  by  the  mental  health  staff,  and  consider¬ 
able  enthusiasm  is  shown  by  a  small  executive  committee.  The 
membership  is  about  50  with  a  weekly  attendance  of  about  30. 

Relationship  with  the  Hospital 

The  Medical  Director  of  All  Saints  Hospital  has  re-organised 
the  existing  out-patient  facilities,  and  wherever  possible  patients 
who  are  ambulant  and  agreeable  are  now  seen  at  the  hospital  out¬ 
patients  department.  Weekly  case  conferences  are  held  at  the 
hospital  with  the  mental  welfare  staff  so  that  there  is  the  con¬ 
tinuity  of  service  to  patients  before,  during  and  after  discharge 
from  hospital. 

Mental  Subnormality 

Additions  to  the  Register 

The  following  table  shows  the  sources  of  the  25  new  cases 
added  to  register  during  1964. 

Severely  Subnormal  Subnormal 

Under  16  Over  16  Under  16  Over  16 
MFMF  MFMF 

Notified  by  West  Bromwich 
Education  Authority  Sec. 57(3) 

of  Education  Act  . 2  3  -  -  -  - 


Transfers  from  Other  Local 

Authorities  ..  .  1  -  -  -  -  -  ] 

Hospital  ..  . -  -  4  -  -  3  1 

General  Practitioners  -  -  11 

Welfare  Department  ....--  1-  -  -  1 

Health  Visitors  .  1  -  -  - 

Medical  Staff  .  -  1  1  -  -  1 

Mental  Welfare  .  -  -  -  -  -  1 

P  arents  .  1  -  -  -  -  - 
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Of  the  5  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  2  boys 
and  2  girls  are  at  the  Training  Centre  and  1  girl  is  receiving 
visits  at  home.  Of  the  remaining  20  patients  notified,  9  are  now 
in  regular  employment,  1  has  returned  to  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital, 
3  have  been  admitted  (only  1  under  compulsory  powers)  1  has 
left  the  district,  1  has  died  and  the  remaining  3  are  visited  at  home. 

Hospital  Care 

During  1964,9  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  7  informally 
and  2  under  long  term  authority  (not  exceeding  1  year  in  the  first 
instance).  Of  the  7  informal  admissions,  2  were  of  severely 
subnormal,  patients.  Five  patients  had  a  short  period  in  St. 
Margaret’s  Hospital  to  relieve  their  parents  and  2  were  admitted  to 
a  spastics  home  at  Nottingham  for  similar  reasons. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  162  persons  from  West  Bromwich  and 
were  receiving  care  and  training  in  various  hospitals  and  homes 
as  subnormal,  severely  subnormal  or  psychopathic  persons. 

The  following  table  gives  details. 


Male 

Female 

T  ota  1 

Subnormal  . 

12 

11 

23 

Severely  Subnormal 

59 

78 

137 

Psychopathic  disorder 

2 

- 

2 

73 

89 

162 

Of  these,  137  are  under 

no  compul 

ision  to  remain  in 

hospital 

and  only  25  are  subject  to  compulsory  detention. 

Care  in  the  Community 

A  total  of  210  persons  is 

continuing  to  receive 

friendly  visits 

from  the  Mental  Health  Social 

Worker. 

Details  are  as  follows:  — 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

F riena  ly  Visiting 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Severely  subnormal 

26 

26 

40 

54 

Subno  rma 1 

_ 

29 

35 

61 


Under  16  Over  16 

M  F  M  F 

On  extended  leave  of  absence  from  hospital 

Severely  subnormal  ....  1 

Subnormal  . .  - 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  male  patient  who  was  certified 
in  1930  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  was  granted  extended  leave  of 
absence  from  St. Margaret’s  Hospital,  on  11th  October,  1963  and 
after  a  somewhat  fitful  start  has  now  been  steadily  employed  by  the 
same  firm  since  April,  1964. 


Clinic  for  the  Mentally  Subnormal 

Arrangements  were  continued  during  the  year  for  a  consultant 
psychiatrist  to  attend  a  Local  Authority  Clinic  to  provide  advice 
and  help  on  the  subnormal  patient. 

Forty  seven  patients  attended  11  sessions  held  in  the  year  and 
only  4  failed  to  keep  their  appointments. 

Training  Centre 

’The  Crest’  Training  Centre  provides  facilities  for  subnormal 
persons  who  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  as 
unsuitable  for  education  in  school  and  for  mentally  handicapped 
adults  to  receive  both  training  and  occupation  suitable  to  their 
abi  I  ities. 

In  the  Junior  Section,  from  the  age  of  5  to  15  years,  the 
classes  are  mixed  but  for  those  aged  16  years  and  over,  there 
are  separate  classes  for  men  and  women,  each  with  a  craft  instructor 
of  their  own  sex. 

The  composition  of  the  staff  at  the  31st  December,  was:- 

1  Supervisor 
1  Male  Craft  Instructor 
1  Female  Craft  Instructor 
3  Assistant  Supervisors 
1  General  Assistant 
Domestic 
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The  register  at  'The  Crest’,  at31st  December  was  as  follows:  — 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Under  16  years 

20 

20 

40 

Over  16  years 

18 

19 

37 

38 

39 

77 

The  average  daily  attendance  was:— 

Seniors  29 

Juniors  33 

i.e.,  a  total  daily  average  of  62. 

The  existing  building  is  overcrowded  and  a  new  Junior 
T  raining  Centre  will  be  under  construction  in  1965. 

A  holiday  at  Colwyn  Bay  was  provided  spread  over  2  weeks 
so  that  the  juniors  and  seniors  could  go  in  separate  parties. 

This  was  a  great  success  and  was  provided  in  association 
with  the  West  Bromwich  Association  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped. 

‘Open  days’  were  on  two  days  in  November  so  that  parents 
and  other  visitors  could  join  the  pupils  during  their  everyday 
activities  at  the  Centre. 

Various  educational  visits  were  made  during  the  year  including 
the  year  including  museums,  and  a  visit  to  the  Council  House  in 
Birmingham. 
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PART  111 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Incidence  and  Mortality 
T  uberculosis 
Veneral  Disease 


■ 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Incidence 

There  were  361  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  notified  or  otherwise  ascertained  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received 
during  each  of  the  last  ten  years  :*» 


DIPHTHERIA 

1955 

>956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

196C 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Diptheria 

1 

a 

- 

as 

m 

- 

1 

m 

• 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

57 

109 

7 

5 

26 

3 

3 

7 

1 

Acute  encephalitis 

m 

• 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

e» 

1 

1 

1 

1 

a 

• 

a 

1 

Erys ipelas 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

m 

2 

Measles 

994 

25 

1855 

227 

923 

223 

1160 

188 

807 

330 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

3 

2 

1 

«> 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

21 

10 

34 

12 

29 

17 

18 

3 

5 

- 

Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

5 

2 

5 

- 

3 

4 

10 

m 

- 

m 

Non-paralytic 

2 

2 

1 

m 

1 

a 

3 

- 

- 

m 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

9 

2 

4 

- 

3 

4 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

28 

17 

41 

70 

64 

27 

17 

14 

7 

Smallpox 

- 

m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

• 

Whooping  cough 

69 

223 

176 

25 

27 

167 

15 

5 

147 

15 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

- 

- 

- 

e 

a 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

65 

33 

46 

2 

4 

23 

1 

m 

1 

- 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  attributable  wholly  or  in 
part  to  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  ten  years 


1955 

1956 

1957 

195* 

195$ 

196C 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery  &  Gastro 

m 

- 

- 

m 

- 

- 

1 

- 

m 

- 

enteritis 

Acute  infective 

2 

1 

- 

4 

5 

7 

4 

4 

7 

2 

encepha  1  itis 

- 

• 

1 

• 

• 

m 

m 

m 

. 

Meas les 

2 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

m 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

- 

• 

1 

_ 

m 

1 

1 

Pol  iomyel  itis 

2 

- 

- 

n 

. 

• 

2 

m 

Whooping  cough 

1 

■i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

1 

TOTAL 

8 

1 

2 

5 

6 

_ 

8 

8 
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Dysentery 

Only  1  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
illness  was  mild  in  character  and  there  was  no  general  spread  of 
infection.  During  the  year  a  number  of  specimens  were  taken  from 
persons  with  symptoms  but  negative  results  were  obtained. 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Two  deaths  occurred  one  in  a  man  aged  55,  and  one  in  a  baby 
aged  15  months. 

Measles 

A  total  of  330  cases  of  measles  was  notified  compared  with 
807  in  the  previous  year  and  188  cases  in  1962.  Measles  is  usually 
prevalent  in  alternate  years  and  the  rise  and  fall  in  expected  but 
there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  extent  of  this  variation  to  diminish. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  2  cases  were  notified.  The  disease  was  mild  and  recovery 
uneventful  and  complete. 

Pneumonia 

No  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  but  obviously  this  cannot 
betaken  to  indicate  the  prevalence  of  pneumonia  in  the  town  because 
the  only  forms  of  pneumonia  notifiable  are  acute  primary  and  influ¬ 
enza  I.  Broncho-pneumonia(  which  is  common)  is  not  a  not  if  iable  d  is  ease. 

Poliomyel  iti  s 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1964  and  this  is  the  third  year 
in  succession  free  from  this  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever 

No  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  Scarlet 
fever  still  continues  to  be  a  mild  disease  and  notification  is  likely 
to  be  incomplete. 

Whooping  Cough 

A  total  of  15  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  notified. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  is  a  substantial  underesti  mate  of 
the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  as  notification  is 
likely  to  be  incomplete. 
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One  death  occurred  from  this  disease  in  a  girl  aged  4/12  who  devel¬ 
oped  broncho  pneumonia. 

Smal  Ipox 

No  cases  occurred  during  1964. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

A  nine  month  old  child  died  from  meningococcal  meningitis  but 
was  however  suffering  from  a  malformation  viz.  hydrocephalus. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician  spends  part 
of  his  time  on  the  work  of  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
tuberculosis  in  West  Bromwich. 

I  am  indebted  to  him  for  his  co-operation  in  this  and  also  for 
the  following  comments  on  the  situation  as  he  sees  it  on  reviewing 
the  work  done  during  1964. 

“In  1964,  apart  from  some  changes  affecting  interna!  organ¬ 
isation,  there  were  no  differences  in  the  facilities  offered  during 

1963.  In-patients  have  been  treated  at  Heath  Lane  Hospital  as  in 
the  past.  Surgical  facilities,  which  are  but  rarely  necessary 
nowadays,  remain  readily  available  at  the  Yardley  Green  Thoracic 
Surgical  Centre,  Birmingham.  The  Special  Unit  at  RomsieyHill 
Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  diabetics  has  been  used 
by  patients  from  West  Bromwich  whenever  necessary.  Lung  function 
tests  are  carried  out  at  this  clinic  as  required  and  have  provedmost 
useful. 

“It  ;s  with  pleasure  that  l  am  able  to  report  that  staff  shortages 
at  the  Chest  Clinic  in  the  radiography  department  have  been  much 
less  in  evidence  than  in  the  past.  Indeed,  chest  radiography  in 
this  area  is  freely  used.  Every  patient  attending  Hallam  Hospital 
and  the  District  Hospital  as  an  out-patient  has  had  his  or  her 
chest  x-rayed  whenever  necessary.  Further-more  the  Mobile  Mass 
Radiography  Service  has  continued  to  operate  within  the  Borough  both 
from  its  static  unit  in  the  Memorial  Gardens  once  a  week  and  by  a 
mobile  unit  which  has  visited  several  works  within  the  Borough 
boundaries.  An  increasing  number  of  large  private  enterprise  firms 
are  making  arrangements  for  workers  to  have  their  chests  x-rayed 
either  as  a  routine  procedure  or  on  returning  from  sick  absence.  All 
these  measures  have  resulted  in  large  numbers  of  the  citizens  of 
West  Bromwich  having  radiological  examinations  of  their  chest  in 

1964. 
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Notifications 

Primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  occurring  in  persons 
domiciled  within  the  Borough  boundaries  from  all  sources  in  1964 
amounted  to  26  men,  14  women  and  4  children  who  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  another. 
Additionally,  7  men,  3  women  and  4  children  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis  other  than  that  of  the 
respiratory  system.  This  produced  a  grand  total  of  58  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  arising  in  West  Bromwich  residents,  a  rise  of  6 
cases  from  1963. 

It  will  be  remembered  however,  that  in  1963  there  was  a 
able  fall,  34  in  all,  from  1962.  Comparable  figures  for 
years  are  shown  as  under 
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“This,  of  course,  does  not  show  the  whole  picture  because  an 
additional  6  men  and  3  women  together  with  a  child  of  11  years, 
came  to  live  in  the  Borough  and  were  already  known  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  I  propose  a  little  later  on  in  this  report  to  break 
down  the  cases  in  more  detail,  but  many  of  the  cases  above  occurred 
in  Asian  immigrants. 

Deaths 

“In  1964,  1  women  was  disgnosed  posthumously  as  having 
died  from  tuberculous  meningitis.  Apart  from  this  lady  a  total  of 
44  persons  notified  as  having  tuberculosis  died  during  the  year 
1964.  Of  this  total  6  men  died  directly  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
No  men  died  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  One  women,  apart  from 
the  case  mentioned  above,  died  of  tuberculosis,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  no  children  died  of  tuberculosis.  It  can  therefore  be  seen 
that  the  total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  8,  which  is  the  same  as 
in  1964.  Of  the  36  remaining,  9  men  and  1  women  died  from 

carcinoma  of  the  lung,  and  1  man  died  from  carcinoma  of  the 
stomach.  One  man  and  1  woman  died  of  broncho¬ 
pneumonia  and  a  further  5  men  died  of  cardio-vascular  accidents  of 
one  kind  or  another.  There  was  one  suicide.  The  remainder  died 
of  an  assortment  of  conditions.  It  is  notable  that  of  the  36  deaths 


cons  ider- 
previous 
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of  patients  who  had  suffered  from  tuberculosis,  but  whose  primary 
cause  of  death  was  some  other  condition,  there  were  none  in  which 
the  tuberculosis  made  any  contribution  to  the  death.  It  would  seem 
therefore  that  if  treated,  persons  with  tuberculosis  die  of  other 
diseases  similarly  to  the  pattern  shown  by  their  fellow  citizens. 
Amongst  the  45  deaths  under  discussion  more  occurred  in  immigrants. 

T  reatment 

“Although  there  have  been  no  new  major  drugs  developed  in 
the  past  12  months  for  anti-tuberculous  treatment,  more  effective 
use  of  drugs  available  has  led  to  further  considerable  improvement 
in  the  outlook  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  any  form. 
As  noted  previously  Streptomycin,  P.A.S.,  and  I.N.A.H.,  continue 
to  be  the  first  line  drugs  whilst  Pyrazinamide,  Cysloserine, 
Kanamycin  and  Ethionamide  continue  to  be  used  most  effectively 
in  combination  as  second  line  adjuvants.  Hospital  beds  continue 
to  be  freely  available  for  patients  on  diagnosis.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  contemplate  major  c  losure  of  sanatorium 
beds  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge.  Within  the  British  Isles 
there  are  increasing  numbers  of  Asian  immigrants  and  these  people 
have  a  marked  susceptibility  to  tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms.  They 
tend  to  live  in  sub-standard  accommodation  under  overcrowded 
conditions.  Not  unnaturally,  on  diagnosis,  they  have  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital  for  their  own  sake  and  for  that  of  their  fellow  country¬ 
men  with  whom  they  share  living  quarters.  This  will  mean  continued 
necessity  for  hospital  beds,  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being.  Surgery 
still  has  a  most  helpful  place  to  fill  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis 
but  is  having  to  be  used  less  frequently  nowadays.  Reversible 

collapse  therapy  is  no  longer  practised  in  this  area. 

Attendances 

“Total  attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic  for  1964  were  9,592. 
This  is  a  rise  of  some  400  over  the  previous  year.  Of  this  total 
1,171  were  persons  who  attended  for  full  investigation  for  the  first 
time.  In  addition  362  persons  attended  for  x-ray  examination  only. 
Contacts  of  new  notified  cases  and  some  older  cases  were  invited 
to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  examination  and  skin  tests  where 
appropriate.  Examination  of  contacts  is  generally  welcome,  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  on  a  few  occasions  resistance  to  this  type  of 
examination  has  been  met  with  in  Asian  immigrants.  I  further  regret 
to  say  that  this  is  not  always  due  to  ignorance  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained.  In  1964,  for  the  first  time,  there  have  been  a  number  of 
flat  refusals  to  co-operate,  on  the  part  of  contacts. 
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Immigrants 

“in  my  last  reports  I  have  made  special  reference  to  the 
question  of  tuberculosis  in  immigrants.  Once  again  I  would  like 
to  draw  attention  to  this  aspect  of  the  work.  I  suppose  it  is  not 
necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  overcrowded  and  sub-standard 
conditions  in  which  many  of  these  persons  live,  but  these  factors 
are  themselves  responsible  for  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  amongst 
immigrants  and  are  also  responsible  for  the  vast  amount  of  work 
involved  in  tracing  contacts  and  endeavouring  to  get  them  x-rayed. 
Language  difficulties  are  often  present  but  with  the  increasing 
number  of  immigrant  children  going  to  school  it  is  now  unusual  to 
find  a  house  in  which  there  is  no-one  capable  of  speaking  English. 
The  pattern  previously  noted  of  bringing  families  into  the  Country  to 
join  their  immigrant  fathers  has  continued  with  increased  velocity 
in  1964.  The  Caribbean  immigrant  nowadays  has  often  got  his  wife 
and  children  with  him.  There  are  however  a  large  number  of  Car¬ 
ibbean  unattached  female  immigrants  domiciled  in  the  Borough. 
The  response  of  the  Caribbean  immigrant  to  infection  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  seems  to  be  almost  identical  to  that  of  the  local  inhabitants. 
On  the  whole  they  are  co-operative  and  the  results  of  treatment  are 
very  good. 

Asian  immigrants  on  the  other  hand  in  general  tend  to  react 
violently  to  infection.  Primary  complexes  are  often  severe  in  their 
constitutional  disturbance  and  it  is  necessary  to  admit  many  of 
these  patients  to  Hospital.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Asian 
women  and  young  children  has  become  obvious  and  the  advent  of 
the  Indian  woman  in  England  has  become  all  to  obvious  to  all  who 
have  visited  the  wards  of  a  Chest  Hospital  in  the  area. 

During  1963,  10  of  the  21  male  respiratory  cases  were  immigrants. 
In  1964,  7  of  the  26  men  were  immigrants.  All  were  from  Asian 
countries,  2  of  the  14  women  were  Asian  immigrants  and  1  of  the 
4  children  were  Asian.  Of  the  non-respiratory  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
all  7  of  the  men  were  Asians  and  3  of  the4children  were  also  Asian. 

Asian  immigrants  account  for  just  about  one  half  of  in-patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  It  would  appear  that  the  infection  rate 
is  at  least  30  times  that  of  our  local  inhabitants. 

Asian  immigrants  present  a  considerable  volume  of  work  to  the 
Public  Health  Services.  It  is  hoped  that  measures  taken  both  in 
their  country  of  origin  and  here  in  the  United  Kingdom  will  begin 
toshow  results  in  a  decreased  number  of  cases  presenting  themselves 
for  treatment  in  the  near  future.  In  my  view,  the  measures  taken  in 
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this  country  should  be  mainly  directed  at  improving  their  environ¬ 
mental  conditions. 

In  1964  no  Caribbean  males  were  notified.  One  Caribbean 
woman  and  her  two  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  and  all  three  received  hospital  treatment.  Of  the  Asian 
immigrants,  7  men,  2  women  and  1  child  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  respiratory  Tuberculosis  whilst  7  men  and  3  children  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis.  Admission 
to  hospital  was  required  for  all  these  patients. 

General  Remarks 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  Tuberculosis  in  West 
Bromwich  has  shown  a  little  fall  in  total  notifications  since  1958. 
The  fall  in  incidence  amongst  locally  born  people  has  been  matched 
by  an  increase  in  cases  amongst  immigrants.  The  outlook  for  the 
Tuberculosis  patient  continues  to  improve  year  by  year.  If  we  can 
only  get  on  top  of  imported  Tuberculosis  and  in  particular  isolate 
and  keep  isolated  sputum  positive  cases  then  the  future  is  bright 
indeed.  To  attain  these  objectives  will  require  scrupulous  and 
continuous  attention  to  picking  up  of  contacts.  Regular  x-rays  of 
the  chest  are  necessary  and  should  be  encouraged  whenever 
possible.  Follow-up  of  treated  cases  for  an  adequate  period  of 
time  after  discharge  from  hospital  will  be  necessary  for  some  years 
to  come.  These  factors  combined  with  improvements  in  housing 
generally  may  lead  to  Tuberculosis  becoming  a  comparatively 
rare  disease  in  the  forseeable  future. 

My  thanks  are  as  always  readily  tendered  to  the  Health 
Department,  for  the  constant  help  they  have  given  me.  To  the 
General  Practitioners  especially  go  my  thanks  for  their  ready  co¬ 
operation  in  all  matters  of  Tuberculosis.  To  the  Housing  Committee 
and  to  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Voluntary  Care  Committee  for  their 
ready  assistance  often  at  short  notice.  And  lastly,  I  must  thank 
the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  Heath  Lane  Hospital  for  their  work 
during  1964. M 


17th  June,  1965. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Details  of  the  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  West  Bromwich 
residents  treated  during  1964  at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham 
and  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  are  given  below  together  with 
figures  for  5  previous  years 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Syphilis  . 

8 

6 

21 

9 

8 

7 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other  than 

53 

38 

71 

56 

45 

49 

venereal 

71 

59 

202 

79 

98 

63 

TOTAL 

132 

103 

294 

144 

151 

119 

One  death  in  a  man  over  75  years  of  age  was  attributable  to 
syphilitic  disease  during  1964.  Veneral  diseases  are  not  notif  - 
iable 
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PART  IV 

ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

Health  Education 
Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 
Medical  Examinations 
Nursing  Homes 
Home  Safety 

Co-ordination  of  Services  dealing 
with  Child  Neglect 
Cost  of  the  Services 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Leaflets,  posters  and  pamphlets  are  available  in  the  Health 
Department  and  all  clinics.  Considerable  education  of  the  individual 
takes  place  at  infant  welfare  centres  in  which  growing  use  is  being 
made  of  ordinary  household  and  special  equipment  for  demonstration 
purposes,  but  little  was  done  to  organise  other  meetings  of  people 
for  this  purpose. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  staff  the  health  education  of  individuals 
and  small  groups  has  continued. 

Posters  showing  details  of  where  treatment  could  be  obtained 
were  exhibited  in  connection  with  venereal  disease  in  public 
lavatories. 

No  specific  health  education  on  the  subject  of  smoking  and 
lung  cancer  was  carried  out  apart  from  posters  and  advice  to  ind¬ 
ividuals  by  health  visitors  and  doctors  in  the  course  of  their  normal 
duties. 

In  general  therefore,  apart  from  personal  advice,  very  little 
health  education  has  been  carried  out  and  no  specific  staff  are 
employed  for  this  purpose. 

REHOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 

Considerable  change  took  place  during  1964,  in  the  method  of 
dealing  with  applications  for  rehousing  on  medical  grounds. 

A  new  system  of  allocation  of  points  for  those  on  the  waiting 
list,  was  commenced  by  the  Housing  Department  in  January  1964, 
and  this  provided  for  a  possible  award  of  medical  points  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  suitable  cases.  All  families  who 
indicated  on  their  application  form  that  they  wished  to  be  considered 
for  medical  points,  were  sent  a  special  form  to  take  to  their  general 
practitioner  who  was  asked  to  supply  details  of  his  patient’s  medical 
condition.  These  forms  were  returned  direct  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  began  to  arrive  at  the  Health  Department  in  April. 

During  the  year  427  such  forms  were  received,  and  points 
awarded  according  to  the  severity  of  the  illness  or  handicap,  a 
maximum  of  25  points  having  previously  been  agreed  by  the  Housing 
Committee.  This  maximum  was  awarded  in  only  2  cases.  Sixty 
three  applicants  received  ten  or  more  points,  and  apart  from  73  who 
were  not  considered  to  have  any  grounds  for  medical  points,  the 
remainder  were  awarded  between  three  and  ten  points. 
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Applications  concerned  with  tuberculosis  were  forwarded  to  Dr. 
Cole,  the  Chest  Physician,  who  awarded  points  in  15  cases.  Dr. 
Cole  continues  to  make  his  own  urgent  recommendations  to  the 
Housing  Committee  where  an  award  of  points  is  not  sufficient  to 
secure  a  tenancy  for  a  family  in  which  there  is  infectious  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Recommendations  to  the  Housing  Committee  are  also  made  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  exceptional  cases  of  serious 
illness  which  do  not  qualify  for  a  Corporation  tenancy  even  with 
the  maximum  award  of  medical  points.  Six  such  recommendations 
were  made  in  1964,  and  rehousing  was  agreed  by  the  Committee  in 
each  case. 

Apart  from  the  medical  points  forms,  letters  from  general 
practitioners  and  consultants  continued  to  arrive  at  the  Housing 
and  Health  Departments,  recommending  transfers  for  Corporation 
tenants,  or  special  types  of  accommodation  for  families  being  re¬ 
housed  under  slum  clearance. 

These  were  considered  at  the  weekly  conference  between  the 
Deputy  Housing  Manager  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
which  had  been  commenced  towards  the  end  of  1963.  This  weekly 
meeting  has  proved  so  helpful  that  it  has  become  the  main  means  of 
communication  between  the  two  Departments  and  has  ensured  very 
close  co-operation.  The  information  given  by  the  Deputy  Housing 
Manager  about  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  when  considered  in 
conjunction  with  the  doctors’  letters,  has  enabled  decisions  to  be 
made  in  the  majority  of  cases  without  further  investigation.  Where 
necessary,  however,  interviews  have  been  granted,  visits  made  by 
medical  officers,  health  visitors  and  public  health  inspectors,  and 
reports  furnished  by  mental  welfare  officers  and  welfare  officers 
concerned  with  the  elderly  and  the  handicapped. 

During  the  year  372  cases  were  considered  at  the  conferences, 
and  93  medical  recommendations  were  made  for  transfers,  or  special 
accommodation  for  slum  clearance  families. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 
Children's  Department 

The  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  are  responsible  for 
the  routine  medical  examination  of  children  in  the  care  of  the  Local 
Authority.  They  do  not  however  provide  treatment  for  those  who  are 
ill.  This  is  d  one  by  general  practitioners.  Medical  Officers  see 
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these  children  prior  to  admission  and  just  before  discharge.  They 
also  pay  regular  visits  to  the  Charlemont  Nursery  and  Reception 
Home  and  visit  the  Family  Group  Homes. 

Altogether  289  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  and  these 
can  be  classified  as  follows 


Reception 

Home 

Nursery 

Fami  ly 
Group  Home 

Number  of  chi  Idren 

examined  on  admission 

52 

11 

9 

Number  of  children 
examined  for  boarding  out 

2 

10 

1 

Number  of  children 
examined  on  discharge 

34 

26 

4 

Number  of  routine 

exam  inations:- 

0—1  year 

61 

1  —  5  years 

- 

42 

3 

Over  5  years 

18 

2 

14 

Corporation  Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  advise  on  the 
medical  fitness  of  staff  before  appointment  and  for  the  purpose  of 
the  sickness  and  accident  scheme. 

Newly  appointed  staff  are  not  subject  to  a  medical  examination 
if  they  complete  sati sfactorily  a  declaration  relating  to  the  past 
illnesses.  Those  involved  in  occupations  deal  ing  with  young  children, 
food,  med ica i,  nurs  ing  and  dental  services  are  subject  to  a  satis¬ 
factory  x-ray  before  appointment. 

The  work  done  during  1964  was  as  follows  :- 

Examination  before  Appointment 

A  total  of  127  officers  completed  satisfactory  declarations  of 
health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 

Medical  examinations  51 

Accepted  48 

Deferred  for  re-examination  3 
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Examination  for  sickness  and  Accident  Scheme 

A  total  of  216  servants  completed  satisfactory  declarations  of 
health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 

Medical  examinations  138 

Accepted  106 

Deferred  for  re-examination  26 
Failed  6 

Examination  of  applicants  for  admission  to  training  college  or 
for  employment  as  teachers. 

Medical  examinations  75 

Accepted  74 

The  value  of  some  of  this  work  is  open  to  question,  obviously 
those  staff  whose  occupations  are  such  as  to  demand  high  standardsof 
fitness  need  examination  before  employment,  and  those  with  special 
opportunities  of  infecting  others  need  an  x-ray  of  the  chest. 

The  majority  of  sedentary  workers  however  do  not  need  a  high 
standard  of  fitness  to  undertake  their  work  and  in  fact  such  work 
may  be  suitable  for  those  with  handicaps  and  disabilities. 

NURSING  HOMES 

There  was  one  nursing  home  in  West  Bromwich  at  the  31st 
December,  1964  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  providing  16  beds  for  acute  and  chronically  ill  cases. 
During  the  year  one  registered  home  closed. 

The  Corporation  is  the  registration  authority  and  there  are 
regular  inspections  by  medical  and  nursing  staff  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  regulations. 


HOME  SAFETY 

Very  little  education  on  home  safety  was  carried  out.  Health 
Visitors  constantly  draw  attention  to  risks  in  relation  to  inadequate 
fireguards  or  improper  use  of  heating  appliances  in  homes  but  no 
specific  compaign  was  undertaken.  There  are  no  staff  specifically 
undertaking  duties  in  connection  with  the  education  of  the  public 
in  home  safety,  but  the  Accident  Prevention  Officer  does  give  some 
assistance  from  time  to  time. 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  SERVICES  DEALING  WITH 
PREVENTION  OF  CHILD  NEGLECT 


Regular  meetings  of  officers  have  taken  place  at  monthly 
intervals  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(with  the  Children’s  Officer  acting  as  Deputy  Chairman).  These 
endeavour  to  prevent  overlapping  except  where  necessary  due  to 
statutory  functions.  The  following  were  represented  at  these 
meetings 


The  Chief  Nursing  Officer 
The  Children’s  Officer 
The  Director  of  Education 
The  Family  Case  Worker 
The  Housing  Manager 


The  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
The  Probation  Officer 
Town  Clerk’s  Department 
Mental  Health  Section 
The  Superintendent,  West 
Bromwich  Division 


Staffordshire  Constabulary. 
The  Manager,  National  Assistance  Board 


A  Case  Conference  has  also  been  meeting  monthly,  consisting 
of  the  Deputy  Housing  Manager,  The  Family  Case  Worker,  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector,  and  the  Deputy  Children’s  Officer.  They  meet  regularly 
to  discuss  in  detail  cases  referred  by  the  main  meeting.  It  is  felt 
to  be  easier  and  more  profitable  for  a  small  group  to  attempt  to 
discuss  and  examine  a  family’s  needs  and  problems  and  to  work  out 
a  plan  by  which  that  family  may  best  be  helped.  Any  recommendations 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Case  Conference  are  put  before  the  main 


meeting  for  discussion  and  action. 

The  results  for  1964  are  as  follows 

Number  of  families  known  to  the  meeting  179 

Number  of  families  on  the  live  register 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  (involving  136  children)  22 

Number  of  families  added  to  the  register  during 
the  year  10 

Total  number  of  families  considered  during 
the  year  (involving  179  children)  32 


Of  the  32  families  known  to  the  Co-ordinating  Meetings  as  presenting 
major  problems,  7  are  still  discussed  regularly,  14  are  kept  on  the 
active  list  for  observation  by  a  department  and  then  discussed  when 
necessary,  and  11  have  been  removed  from  the  active  list. 
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COST  OF  THE  SERVICES 


The  cost  of  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  The  National  Assistance  Act,  and  other  health  services 
during  the  year,  is  shown  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  previous 
ten  years  in  the  following  table 


Local  Health 

Services  . 

Welfare 

Serv  ices 

Other  Hea Ith 

Serv  i  ces 

(Refuse 

Col  lection 

prevention  of 
d isease  etc.  ) 

National 

Servi  ce 

1946 

Health 

Act 

National 

Ass istance 

Act,  1948 

Financial 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Y  ear 

Cost 

1,000 

pop 

Cost 

1,000 

pop 

Cost 

1,000 

pop 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1953/54 

61,911 

703 

24,479 

278 

71,418 

811 

1954/55 

64,525 

724 

28,781 

323 

70,082 

787 

1955/56 

69,931 

777 

32,298 

359 

84,079 

934 

1956/57 

81,294 

893 

36,823 

404 

91,861 

1,009 

1957/58 

86,862 

931 

46,559 

500 

98,772 

1,062 

1958/59 

97,514 

1,037 

52,212 

555 

100,880 

1,073 

1959/60 

112,088 

1,192 

60,692 

645 

111,371 

1,184 

1960/61 

119,374 

1,256 

67,040 

705 

112,426 

1,184 

1961/62 

133,722 

1,376 

81,383 

839 

131,033 

1,350 

1962/63 

149,218 

1,522 

94,345 

962 

132,552 

1,352 

1963/64 

173,791 

1,779 

105,325 

1,078 

147,664 

1,511 
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PART  V 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

Care  of  the  Aged 
Care  of  the  Handicapped 
Other  Welfare  Services 
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WELFARE  SERVICES 


General  Arrangements 

The  Authority's  functions  in  this  field  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act  1948  are  discharged  through  the  Welfare  Committee. 
The  administration  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Director  of  Welfare 
Services  who  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  staff  excluding  those  at  residential  establishments  and 
cleaning  staff  at  the  Social  Centre,  at  31st  December,  1964,  con¬ 
sisted  of 

1  Chief  Welfare  Services  Officer 

1  Senior  Social  Welfare  Officer 

4  Social  Welfare  Officers 

4  Welfare  Assistants 

2  Trainee  Welfare  Officers 

1  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind 

1  Trainee  Teacher  for  the  Blind 

1  Senior  Craft  Instructor 

1  Occupational  Therapist 

3  Craft  Instructors 

1  Warden  —  Social  Centre 

One  trainee  welfare  officer  is  at  present  on  a  two  year 
full-time  course  at  Birmingham  College  of  Commerce  and  is  due  to 
return  to  the  Department  in  July,  1965. 

Duties  relating  to  the  deaf  were  carried  out  by  the  agency  of 
the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf,  Walsall,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation. 

Social  Centre 

An  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the  new 
Social  Centre  in  Walsall  Street  on  the  22nd  January,  1964  by  Group 
Captain  Douglas  Bader.  C.B.E.,  D.S.O.,  D.F.C.  This  building 
provides  social  and  recreational  facilities  for  all  types  of  handi¬ 
capped  persons  receiving  Corporation  services  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  for  activities  run  by  voluntary  organisations  on 
behalf  of  handicapped  and  elderly  persons,  and  for  the  mentally  ill. 
Separate  facilities  exist  for  mentally  subnormal  persons. 

The  Centre  itself,  which  unfurnished  cost  approximately 
£71,000,  has  a  main  hall  seating  280  people,  games,  library,  dining 
and  catering,  and  hairdressing  facilities.  There  are  craft  rooms 
including  pottery  and  printing,  laundry  facilities,  and  a  kitchen  for 
training  housewives  who  are  handicapped. 


79 


The  building  was  in  daily  use  during  weekdays  throughout  the 
year  by  physically  handicapped  persons  for  occupational  therapy 
and  craft  classes:  On  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  there 
were  day  centres  for  aged  housebound  persons:  On  Tuesday  after¬ 
noons  a  social  afternoon  for  the  blind  and  on  Thursdays  a  day 
centre  for  the  blind  at  which  mainly  craft  work  was  carried  out. 
The  main  hall  was  used  for  an  over  60  club  on  Monday  afternoons 
a  club  for  mentally  ill  each  Monday  evening,  the  deaf  and  dumb 
each  Wednesday  evening  and  a  club  for  the  physically  handicapped 
each  Friday  evening  as  well  as  special  concerts.  Once  a  month 
there  was  a  social  for  the  blind,  and  the  Centre  was  used  for  some 
of  the  committee  meetings  of  the  voluntary  bodies  concerned  with 
providing  services  to  handicapped  people,  including  the  Spastics 
Society.  Church  services  were  held  two  or  three  times  a  year. 
There  were  a  number  of  socials,  Christmas  parties  and  entertain¬ 
ments  for  the  aged  and  handicapped  persons  during  the  year. 
The  building  is  not  let  generally  for  public  functions  unless 
these  are  concerned  with  handicapped  persons.  This  provision 
has  brought  together  a  number  of  activities  which  were  scattered  in 
most  inadequate  accommodation. 

The  present  limiting  factor  is  the  availability  of  transport. 
Although  two  special  ‘buses  with  tail  lifts  are  in  use  there  is  a 
need  for  more  transport  if  more  people  are  to  be  brought  into  the 
Centre. 

A  small  shop  attached  to  the  Centre  is  used  for  the  sale  of 
goods  made  at  the  Centre.  Other  goods  are  disposed  of  by  private 
sales  but  the  shop  and  its  window  have  been  of  assistance  in 
displaying  the  range  type  of  goods  produced  in  the  Centre. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

In  June  1964,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  some  8,400 
persons  in  the  Borough  over  the  age  of  65  years.  The  department 
has  records  of  a  total  of  996  who  for  various  reasons  have  come  to 
notice.  Not  ail  persons  over  65  have  need  of  special  services  but 
the  difficulty  is  finding  those  who  do. 

Welfare  Services 

The  proportion  of  persons  over  65  in  West  Bromwich  is  estimated 
to  be  8.5%  of  the  total  population. 

In  general  a  local  authority  has  powers  to  provide  directly  few 
services  for  the  elderly.  There  is  a  duty  to  provide  accommodation 
for  those  in  special  need  and  permission  to  make  arrangements  for 
meals  and  recreation.  For  both  these  services  charges  can  be  made 
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and  in  respect  of  accommodation  national  regulations  exist  with 
regard  to  minimum  charges. 

Local  authorities  may  assist  voluntary  bodies  providing  meals 
and  recreational  facilities  for  the  elderly  by  grants  of  mon6y, 
equipment  or  use  of  premises  and  vehicles  (including  drivers  and 
caretakers)  . 

Residential  Accommodation 

Accommodation  under  Part  111  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  (1948)  is  provided  directly  by  the  Corporation  at:- 

“The  Hawthorns**  Green  Lane,  Great  Barr. 

for  21  elderly  ladies 

“Beech  Holme’*,  Beeches  Road,  West  Bromwich. 

for  20  elderly  men 

“Lyndon  House”,  Scott  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

for  32  persons,  either  sex 

“Greenside  House  ”,  Greenside  Way,  Yew  Tree  Estate. 

for  42  persons,  either  sex 
“The  Willows”,  Bridge  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

for  10  elderly  men 

“Clarkes  Lan^”,  66  Clarkes  Lane,  West  Bromwich. 

for  10  elderly  ladies 

There  are  three  blocks  of  elderly  persons’  flatlets  provided  by 
the  Housing  Committee.  Each  accommodates  22  persons  and  has  a 
resident  warden  provided  by  the  Welfare  Committee. 

They  are 

“Newport  House”,  Monmouth  Drive, 

Hateley  Heath,  West  Bromwich. 

“Sandfield  House”,  Walsall  Road, 

Stone  Cross,  West  Bromwich. 

“Bramley  House”,  Redwood  Road, 

Yew  Tree  Estate,  Walsall. 

At  the  end  of  1964  the  number  of  residents  in  Part  111 
Accommodation  was  as  follows  :  — 
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Men 

Women 

In 

M 

Hospi 

F 

“The  Hawthorns” 

- 

17 

- 

5 

“Lyndon  House” 

9 

22 

- 

2 

‘  ‘Beech  Holme” 

19 

- 

2 

- 

“Greenside  House” 

19 

20 

2 

4 

‘ ‘The  Wi  1  lows” 

8 

- 

2 

1 

66  Clarkes  Lane 

- 

10 

- 

1 

55 

69 

6 

13 

One  woman  was  also  maintained  in  ‘The  Poplars’,  Wolverhampton, 
The  general  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  that  135  beds, 
representing  15.9  per  thousand  population  over  65  were  provi  ded 
for  old  persons  (this  is  the  extent  of  the  provision  made  by  the 
Welfare  Committee  and  excludes  the  provision  made  by  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  elderly  mentally  disordered).  The  average  for 
County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was  17.5  per  thousand 
population  over  65  at  31st  March,  1964.  A  further  52  beds  were 
under  construction  in  a  new  home  in  the  Lyng.  With  the  addition  of 
these  the  total  provision  of  beds  per  1,000  population  over  65  years 
of  age  (as  known  in  1964)  will  be  22.2.  The  waiting  list  on  31st 

December,  1964  was  13  males  and  44  females. 

The  homes  are  intended  to  be  run  with  regard  for  the  individual 
resident.  Visiting  is  not  restricted  and  free  choice  of  doctor 
perm  itted. 

Hairdressing  and  chiropody  are  provided.  Birthday  cards, 
Christmas  cards  and  presents,  etc,  are  sent  to  each  resident  and 
the  Christmas  festivities  included  a  party  held  this  year  at  the 
Social  Centre.  Throughout  the  rest  of  the  year  a  number  of  outings, 
films,  live  shows  are  made  available  for  those  who  wish  to 
participate.  Extra  comforts  (sweets,  tobacco  and  beer)  are  issued. 

Holidays  for  residents  of  the  homes  are  arranged  directly  by  the 
Welfare  Committee  and  in  September  47  went  to  Prestatyn  Hoi iday 
Camp  for  one  week  at  the  same  time  as  the  physically  handicapped. 

In  addition  to  the  old  persons  in  the  Council’s  ov/n  homes, 
others  are  maintained  in  local  authority  or  voluntary  homes  else¬ 
where,  usually  because  they  have  established  ties  with  other  areas 
or  the  home  provides  special  facilities. 

These  are  as  follows 
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Women 


Hampton  Grange,  Hereford 
Highbury  Hall,  Birmingham 
"Beech  Croft",  Smethwick 
' ‘St.  Marys",  Stone 
"Tate  House",  Harrogate 
‘  ‘Southerndown’  ',  Wales 
"New  Morton",  Hastings 
"Aigburth",  L  e  icester 
Botton  Village,  Danby 

Finance 


Men 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


The  full  cost  to  the  Corporation  per  resident  in  directly  main¬ 
tained  homes  was  estimated  at  £8  2s.  8d.  at  31st  December,  1964 
and  70  residents  without  private  means  were  paying  the  minimum 
charge  of  £2  14s.  Od.  per  week.  Thirtysix  were  paying  a  proportion 
of  the  full  charge  whilst  eighteen  were  paying  the  full  cost.  Each 
resident  received  a  minimum  of  13s.  6d.  per  week  pocket  money. 

In  1965  the  increase  in  the  National  Retirement  Pensions  has 
increased  this  minimum  to  16s.  Od.  but  has  also  increased  the 
minimum  charge  to  a  resident  to  £3  4s.  Od.  per  week. 

The  following  table  gives  information  about  the  number  of 
admissions  and  discharges  from  1st  January,  1964  to  31  st  December , 
1964. 


Green- 
s  ide 
House 

Lyndon 

House 

The 

Haw¬ 

thorns 

Beech 

Holme 

C larke! 
Lane 

The 

Wi  1  lows 

Number  of  beds 

42 

32 

21 

20 

10 

10 

Number  of  admissions 

28 

7 

9 

12 

7 

6 

Number  of  re-admissions 
from  hospital 

16 

5 

8 

8 

1 

6 

*Number  of  discharges 

21 

4 

7 

7 

1 

3 

Number  of  deaths 

17 

6 

4 

7 

7 

3 

Per  cent  of  beds  occupied 

97 

86 

95 

88 

97 

88 

*  Discharges  include  admissions  to  hospital  for  long  term  care. 
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A  total  of  45%  of  all  admissions  were  to  ground  floor  beds, 
Ground  floor  beds  (or  beds  served  by  a  lift)  account  however  for 
only  41%  of  the  total.  The  sex  proportion  was  39%  malesand61% 
females,  and  the  average  age  was  77.  The  average  length  of  stay 
was  35  months  excluding  temporary  admissions. 

Staffing 

There  was  a  change  in  the  senior  staff  of  many  of  the  homes 
due  to  superintendents  and  matrons  being  appointed  to  newly  con¬ 
structed  or  larger  establ i shments  in  other  areas. 

Recruitment  of  deputy  matrons  in  particular  is  not  easy  and 
the  necessity  for  evening,  night  and  week-end  working  means 
difficulty  from  time  to  time  in  securing  domestic  staff. 

The  work  of  caring  for  old  people  is  no  doubt  rewarding,  but  it 
can  be  arduous  and  tribute  is  necessary  for  the  great  devotion 
shown  by  those  working  in  the  homes. 

Voluntary  Organisations 

The  West  Bromwich  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  is  active 
with  1 1  Over  60  Clubs  in  the  Borough. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  also  runs  a  Darby  and  Joan 
Club. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  continued  this  service  and 
delivered  an  average  of  100  meals  per  week,  until  May  1964,  when  a 
second  van  was  introduced  and  the  figure  increased  rapidly  to  146 
meals  per  week.  Further  increases  are  expected. 

The  meals  were  purchased  from  the  Civic  Restaurant  and  for 
the  financial  year  1963/4  the  Corporation  made  a  grant  of  £428 
13s.  5d.  to  the  service. 

The  number  of  meals  supplied  during  the  year  rose  to  6,069 
which  was  an  increase  of  1,388  over  the  previous  year’s  figure. 

Sons  of  Rest 

There  are  eight  such  homes  in  the  Borough  and  men  over  the 
age  of  65  and  not  in  full  employment  may  apply  for  membership. 
Each  Home  organises  its  own  affairs. 
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Membership 


HOME 

Number  on 
Register 

Days  Open 

Per  Week 

Weekly  Average 
Attendance 

Dartmouth  Park  .. 

82 

5 

300 

Friar  Park . 

44 

4 

120 

Hamstead  . 

36 

4 

105 

Eli  Fletcher 

75 

6 

300 

Oakwood  Park 

58 

5 

140 

E  liza  Corbett 

79 

6 

180 

Kendrick  Park 

18 

5 

40 

Farley  Park 

56 

6 

150 

l 

I 

i 

448 

41 

1335 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  membership  although  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  average  weekly  attendance. 

All  of  the  homes  were  again  active  during  the  year  and  competed 
for  trophies  in  dominoes,  snooker  and  crib  leagues. 

The  usual  outings,  annual  dinners,  birthday  parties,  carol 
services  and  the  annual  get-together  were  again  very  much  enjoyed 
and  appreciated. 

Two  homes  were  decorated  internally  and  externally. 


CARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


The 

groups, 

num 

is  as 

ber 

foil 

of  registered  blind 

ows  :  — 

persons 

in  the 

Bo 

rough, 

in 

age 

5- 

11- 

16- 

21- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

60- 

65- 

70- 

80- 

85- 

4 

10 

15 

20 

29 

39 

49 

59 

64 

69 

79 

84 

89 

90t  Total 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

Male  1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

- 

7 

13 

7 

4 

14 

10 

3 

1  67 

Female  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

7 

20 

8 

9 

2  61 

Total  1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

8 

19 

12 

11 

34 

18 

12 

3  128 

85 


This  gives  a  total  of  128  persons  registered  blind.  Six  men 
and  seven  women  died  during  the  year  and  24  were  certified  blind. 
The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  those 
certified. 


5- 

11- 

16- 

21- 

30- 

■ 

o 

50- 

60- 

65- 

■ 

o 

80- 

85- 

90  + 

T  ota  1 

4 

10 

15 

20 

29 

39 

49 

59 

64 

69 

79 

84 

89 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

yrs 

Male  1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

10 

Female 

2 

6 

4 

2 

14 

Total  1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

24 

Residential  Care 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  blind  persons  in  homes 
for  the  elderly,  two  in  homes  for  the  blind  run  by  other  agencies, 
and  one  in  a  working  farm  community  in  Danby,  Yorkshire. 

Employment 

At  the  end  of  1964  the  following  were  employed  in  the  work¬ 
shops  of  the  City  of  Birmingham:  — 

2  Fitters  and  Assemblers 

1  Knitting  Machinist 

2  Brush  Makers 
1  Mat  Maker 

1  Boot  and  Shoe  Repairer 
1  Piano  Tuner 

There  were  two  people  in  the  home  workers  scheme  :- 

1  Basket  Maker 
1  Salesman 

and  eight  blind  people  were  known  to  be  employed  in  open  industry :- 

1  Craft  Instructor 

1  Typist 

1  Storekeeper 

3  Machine  Tool  Operators 

2  Labourers 
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Blind  Persons  with  other  Disabilities 


Mentally 

Subnormal 

Phy¬ 

sically 

Defective 

Deaf 

without 

Speech 

Deaf 

with 

Speech 

H  ard 
of 

Hearing 

Physically 
Defective 
&  Hard  of 
Hearing 

T  otal 

Male 

2 

10 

1 

- 

8 

- 

21 

Female 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

1 

9 

T  otal 

5 

12 

1 

1 

10 

1 

30 

Partially  Sighted  Register 

The  total  number  of  partially  sighted  persons  registered  in 
West  Bromwich  is  37.  The  following  table  shows  age  and  sex 
distribution.  This  does  not  represent  the  total  number  of  the  part¬ 
ially  sighted;- 


Y  ears 

5  -  15 

16  -  20 

21-49 

50  -  64 

65  and  over 

T  otal 

Male 

4 

4 

- 

1 

4 

13 

Female 

3 

1 

1 

1 

18  . 

24 

T  otal 

7 

5 

1 

2 

22 

37 

Visiting 

A  total  of  1,260  visits  was  made  to  blind  and  partially  sighted 
persons  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 

Teaching  in  the  Home 

During  the  year  one  person  was  taught  braille  and  is  now  able 
to  both  read  and  write.  Only  a  few  handcraft  lessons  were  given 
in  the  home  as  most  of  the  people  interested  in  handcraft  were  able 
to  attend  the  Social  Centre. 

Training  and  Employment 

No  blind  person  was  found  suitable  for  special  training  for 

industry  but  during  the  year  two  people  were  placed  with  the  Parks 
Department  as  gardeners. 
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After  Care 

Seven  people  received  grants  from  the  Birmingham  Royal  Insti¬ 
tute  for  the  Blind  after  care  fund.  The  total  sum  of  money  received 
in  these  grants  was  £25. 

Holidays 

This  year  the  blind  went  v/ith  the  physically  handicapped  to  the 
holiday  camp  at  Prestatyn.  A  total  of  30  blind  and  27  guides  attended 
the  holiday. 

Guide  Dogs 

During  the  year  one  man  made  an  application  for  a  guide  dog.  He 
was  accepted  and  is  now  awaiting  to  undertake  his  training. 

Talking  Books 

Two  people  received  talking  books  during  the  year. 

Wireless 

Wireless  services  with  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institute  for  the 
Blind  have  continued  to  work  very  sati  sfactori  ly  throughout  the  year. 

Social  Activities 

Each  Tuesday  a  social  gathering  (averaging  15  persons)  was 
held  at  the  Social  Centre. 

On  Thursdays  a  group  (average  26  persons)  meet  for  craft  work 
and  once  a  month  an  average  of  26  meet  in  the  evening  for  social  and 
recreational  purposes.  Transport  is  provided. 

Summer  Trip 

On  the  23rd  June,  a  summer  trip  was  arranged  to  the  Cotswolds, 
It  was  attended  by  51  blind,  47  guides,  3  children  and  2  staff. 

Christmas  Party 

On  Tuesday,  22nd  December,  the  annual  Christmas  Party  for 
the  Blind  was  held  at  the  Social  Centre.  It  was  a  great  success  and 
was  attended  by  53  blind  and  38  guides. 

Large  Print  3ooks 

The  Public  Library  has  available  for  loan  a  number  of  books  with 
specially  large  print  suitable  for  partially  sighted  or  elderly  persons. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 

The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  provided  as  in  prev¬ 
ious  years  by  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Walsall, 
under  the  Missioner. 
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The  numbers  of  deaf  registered  in  West  Bromwich  in  1964  were 
as  fol lows 


Classification 

Male 

F  em  ale 

T  otal 

Deaf  without  speech 

13 

16 

29 

Deaf  with  speech 

12 

2 

14 

H ard  of  hearing 

5 

8 

13 

30 

26 

56 

The  weekly  social  club  is  now  held  at  the  Social  Centre,  and 
the  Mission  for  the  Deaf,  Walsall,  is  utilised  by  the  West  Bromwich 
deaf  for  religious  services  and  some  social  activities.  Other 
activities  include  football,  cricket  matches  and  a  week's  holiday. 
The  Christmas  party  was  held  in  the  Social  Centre,  at  which  approx¬ 
imately  40  deaf  or  hard  of  hearing  persons  attended. 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  persons  registered  as 
physically  handicapped  in  West  Bromwich  was  751.  This  was  a 
decrease  of  60  over  the  previous  year. 

Physically  Handicapped  persons  are  grouped  into  a  total  of 
five  groups. 

These  are  defined  as  follows  :- 

Group  A  Physically  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  though  possibly  needing  training  for  some  occupat¬ 
ions  are  capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial 
conditions. 

Group  B  Physically  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  are  incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial 
conditions  but  who  are  mobile  and  capable  of  work  in 
sheltered  workshops. 

Group  C  Physically  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  are  incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  cond¬ 
itions  and  who  are  insuff icently  mobile  for  work  in 
sheltered  workshops, but  who  are  capable  ofwork  athome. 
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Group  D 


Physically  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children) 
who  are  incapable  of  work  or  not  available  for  work. 


Group  E  Physically  Handicapped  person  s  who  are  schoolchildren 
under  the  age  of  16  years  and  whose  needs  are  likely 
to  be  met  under  the  enactments,  but  for  whom  the  local 
authority  has  general  responsibility  under  section  29 
of  the  act. 

The  number  in  each  group  at  the  end  of  1964  were  as  follows:  — 


CL 

3 

o 

k_ 

O 

T  ota  1 

31.12.63 

Additions 

1964 

Total 

D  eaths 

Moved  out 
of  area 

TRANSFERS 

T  otals 

1964 

Blind 

Other 

Removal  s 

Part  111 

D 

+- 

O 

1 — 

A 

136 

3 

139 

7 

4 

2 

1 

14 

125 

B 

15 

1 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

C 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

D 

542 

67 

609 

66 

7 

4 

8 

8 

93 

516 

E 

114 

2 

116 

4 

4  . 

- 

18 

- 

26 

90 

811 

73 

884 

77 

15 

4 

28 

9 

133 

751 

The  analysis  of  the  age  groups  i  s  as  follows  :  — 


Children  under 
16 

16  —  64  yrs 

Over  65  years 

Total 

Males 

47 

203 

98 

348 

Femal  es 

43 

155 

205 

403 

T  ota Is 

90 

358 

303 

751  1 

i 

The  751  cases  known  to  the  Department  can  be  classified  as 
suffering  from  disabilities  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Disability 

COD¬ 

ING 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

TOTAL 

Amputations 

A/E 

11 

- 

1 

23 

- 

35 

Arthritis  and 

Rheumatism 

F 

5 

1 

- 

137 

- 

143 

Congenital 

Malformations  and 

Deformities 

G 

20 

1 

13 

23 

57 

Diseases  of  the 

Digestive  and 
Genito-Urinary 

Systems  of  Heart  or 
Circulatory  System  of 
the  Respiratory  System 
(other  than  tuberculosis) 

H/L 

26 

2 

1 

238 

30 

297 

Injuries  of  Head,  face, 
neck,  thorax,  abdomen, 
pelvis,  or  trunk  injuries 
or  diseases  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  of  the 
upper  and  lower  limbs 
and  spine. 

Q/T 

26 

2 

1 

47 

8 

84 

Organic,  nervous, 
epilepsy,  polio, 
hemiplegia,  etc. 

V 

28 

9 

1 

38 

16 

92 

Mental  disorders 

u/w 

2 

- 

- 

5 

1 

8 

T uberculosis  : 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

X 

3 

4 

1 

8 

Y 

4 

- 

- 

4 

6 

14 

Diseases  and  injuries 
not  specified  above 

Z 

- 

1 

- 

7 

5 

13 

TOTALS 

125 

16 

4 

516 

90 

751 

91 


The  number  of  known  cases  of  epilepsy  in  the  Borough  was 
42,  consisting  of  19  men,  12  women,  7  boys  and  4  girls. 

There  were  also  63  known  cases  of  cerebral  palsy  —  45  adults 
and  18  children  (10  boys  and  8  girls). 

Wheelchairs  and  Motorised  Vehicles 

Six  applications  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  for 
wheelchairs  for  handicapped  persons  and  all  were  successful. 
Applications  were  made  for  motorised  invalid  vehicles  and  4  patients 
have  now  received  their  vehicles.  There  were  3  cases  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  for  the  replacement  of  vehicles  over  7  years  old  and  2 
of  these  have  now  been  replaced. 

Car  Badges  for  Disabled  Persons 

Fifteen  car  badges  were  issued  by  the  Corporation  to  severely 
handicapped  persons  to  identify  their  vehicles  when  parked. 

Holidays  —  1964 

The  Welfare  Committee  organised  a  week’s  holiday  for  the 
physically  handicapped  which  took  place  in  September  at  a  camp  at 
Prestatyn.  A  total  of  371  adults  and  17  children,  together  with 
17  staff  attended.  The  numbers  were  made  up  as  follows 

47  persons  from  Part  111  Accommodation 
206  phys  ical  ly  handicapped 
88  escorts 
17  children 
17  staff 
30  blind 
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The  net  cost  after  allowing  for  contributions  from  participants 
was  £2,415, 11s.  lid. 

Social  Activities 

There  is  an  active  voluntary  association  —  The  West  Bromwich1. 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Physically  Handicapped  and  also 
a  club  for  the  physically  handicapped  organised  by  a  committee  of 
handicapped  persons  (The  Fellowship  of  the  New  Horizons).  The? 
latter  is  assisted  by  the  Corporation  with  transport  and  the  use  of 
the  Social  Centre  without  charge. 
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Both  hold  numerous  activities  and  32  persons  went  on  a  holiday 
arranged  by  the  West  Bromwich  Association  for  the  Physically 
Handicapped  in  September. 

The  death  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Hill  in  October  1964,  himself  severely 
handicapped  was  a  great  loss  to  all  concerned  with  the  physically 
handicapped,  but  particularly  to  the  Club  of  the  New  Horizons,  He 
was  severly  handicapped  but  had  served  the  club  as  chairman  and 
worked  tirelessly  in  its  interests  and  those  of  all  the  physically 
handicapped  of  West  Bromwich  for  many  years. 

Day  Centres 

These  are  principally  for  elderly  persons  housebound  by  phy¬ 
sical  infirmity. 

Day  Centre  Held  at  No.  on  Register  Average  Attendance 


Monday 

Social  Centre 

17 

14 

Wednesday 

/  /  !  S 

20 

15 

Friday 

ii  u 

21 

17 

58 

46 

Persons  attending  a  Day  Centre  are  collected  from  their  homes 
at  10.00  a.m.  and  returned  home  at  4.30  p.m.  in  the  Corporation  tail 
lift  buses.  A  mid-day  meal  is  provided  towards  which  they  pay  Is. 
5d.  per  meal.  The  programme  covers  a  varied  field,  e.g.,  knitting, 
bingo,  whist  and  beetle  drives  and  film  shows.  Two  outings  for  a 
day  each  were  organised  and  a  Christmas  party.  The  expenses  of 
the  outings  were  met  by  savings  amongst  those  attending. 

OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY  SERVICE 

Staff 

Since  February,  1964  there  have  been  a  number  of  staff  changes 
arid  the  service  was  without  an  occupational  thereapist  for  six  months, 
until  a  recent  appointment,  and  a  storekeeper  for  three  months.  The 
full  staff  complement  is  as  follows:-  senior  craft  instructor,  occ¬ 
upational  therapist,  three  craft  instructors,  storekeeper/clerk  and 
part-time  clerk. 

Classes 

During  the  year  classes  were  held  in  the  Social  Centre,  Walsall 
Street.  There  were  11,633  attendances  and  the  register  has  stood  at 
an  average  of  78  during  the  year. 
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Domiciliary  V/ork 

This  has  been  affected  by  the  absence  of  an  occupational: 
therapist  but  in  spite  of  this  291  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose 
of  craft  instruction  assessment  or  advice  on  daily  domestic  act-"; 
ivities  for  handicapped  persons.  The  visiting  of  the  elderly  in  old 
persons’  homes  was  greatly  affected  by  the  shortage  of  an  occupat-  i 
ional  therapist  —  only  96  visits  being  paid. 

Social  Activities 

A  turkey  dinner  was  cooked  and  served  by  the  staff  on  lltl 
February,  and  17th  December.  There  was  an  outing  to  The  Vale  of 
Evesham  during  blossom  time.  The  costs  were  defrayed  by  gifts  ; 
and  contributions.  This  year  handicapped  persons  entered  work  in 
competitions  at  the  Horticultural  Show  and  won  one  second  and  twc  i 
third  prizes. 

Transport 

During  1964- two  ‘buses  with  tail  lifts  were  in  service  and  thee f 
number  of  passengers  transported  was  as  follows 


For:  Occupational  Therapy 

6,014 

Club  for  the  Blind 

2,037 

Day  Centres 

2,265 

New  Horizons 

(Club  for  Phvsically  Handicapped) 
Activities  sponsored  by  the  health  Committee 

1,884 

Circle  of  Friendship 
(Club  for  Mentally  111) 

955 

The  Crest  Training  Centre 

9,088 

Total  Number  of  persons  conveyed 

22,243 

The  approximate  total  mileage  for  the  year  was 

28,369. 

Events  organised  by 

Welfare  Department  accounted  for 

15,816  mi  les 

New  Horizons  Club  ,, 

West  Bromwich  Association 
for  the  Welfare  of  the 

2,148  „ 

Physically  Handicapped  ,,  ,, 

CM 

Use  by  Health  Committee  ,,  ,, 

10,363  „ 

The  two  special  ’buses  were  used  for  the  holiday  for  the  phy-  I 

si  cal  ly  handicapped  at  Prestatyn  and  the  mileage  for  this  week  was  ;B 
638. 

The  Health  Committee  pay  the  proportion  of  the  costs  involved  > 
in  the  journeys  on  their  behalf. 
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PART  VI 


General  Hygiene 
Housing 

Air  and  Factory  Hygiene 
Food  Hygiene  and  Control 
Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLICHEALTH  I  N  S  P  E  C  T  0  R,  1  9  6  4. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  tenth  annual  report  which  it  has  been  my  privilege 
and  pleasure  to  present  to  you.  The  cover  design  indicates 
progress  in  some  sections  of  the  department  for  whichthe  committee 
can  feel  some  satisfaction.  Unfortunately,  much  of  this  will  not 
be  maintained  into  1965  and  in  other  important  spheres  we  are 
inactive.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  The  frequency  of  staff 
changes  and  recruitment  difficulties  leave  vacancies  unfilled  at 
all  levels  throughout  the  department  and  the  indications  are  that 
the  situation  will  deteriorate  further  in  1965  unless  the  Council 
recognise  that  National  Salary  scales  will  not  fill  vacancies  in 
industrial  areas,  and  additional  inducements  must  be  offered  until 
we  have  the  calibre  and  numbers  we  need  to  deal  properly  with  the 
growing  demands  on  the  department  not  merely  to  satisfy  the 
general  desire  fora  cleaner  enviroment  and  better  living  conditions 
but  to  operate  new  national  legislation  governing  conditions  in 
multi-occupied  houses,  and  offices  and  shops,  to  mention  but  two. 

One  of  the  most  striking  of  the  four  cover  graphs  relates  to 
meat  inspection.  This  three-fold  increase  in  an  already  high 
output  of  dressed  carcase  meat  is  denuding  the  department  of  staff 
for  other  responsibilities.  It  is  a  near  self-supporting  activity 
because  the  butchers  bear  the  cost  and  it  is  quite  wrong  to  compel 
the  department  to  neglect  all  other  obligations  and  duties  to 
become  a  meat  inspecting  department  only. 

A  rigorous  training  policy  is  being  followed  to  the  limit 
permitted  by  the  Examination  Board  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
qualified  inspectors  in  office.  A  pupil  cleansing  officer  has  almost 
completed  his  training  and  an  inspector  from  Hong  Kong  qualified 
for  service  overseas,  has  completed  with  us  twelve  months 
practical  training  which  entitles  him  to  sit  the  examination  for 
appointment  in  England  and  Wales.  This  he  has  done  and  satisfied 
the  examiners , 
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It  is  accepted  that  technical  assistants  can  relieve  public 
health  inspectors  of  much  routine  work  and  their  number  has  been 
increased  from  four  to  five.  Further  expansion  on  these  lines  is 
possible  when  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  public  health  inspectors 
to  properly  direct  their  work. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  their  introduction  into  the  department 
in  1962  has  proved  successful  and  but  for  their  presence  the 
work  here  recorded  would  have  been  much  less  satisfactory. 

Examination  Successes 

Mr.  E.  A.  Siggers  Awarded  Bachelor  of  Laws  Degree,  London 

Un  ivers  ity. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  record  this  rare  success  for  an 
external  student.  It  has  added  distinction  to  the  department  and 
enhanced  Mr.  Siggers  already  high  standing  in  the  profession. 

Mr.  D.  P.  L.  Chow  Qualified  for  appointment  as  Public  Health 

Inspector  in  England  and  Wales. 

A  native  of  Hong  Kong,  Mr.  Chow  travelled  overland  to  London 
hoping  to  find  a  local  authority  in  'the  United  Kingdom  willing  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  gain  the  necessary  experience.  He  has 
done  good  and  useful  work  for  us  and  qualified  at  the  first  attempt. 

Mr.  C.  Burford  A  pupil  Cleansing  Officer  since  April  I960, 

was  successful  in  Parts  1,  11  and  111  of  the  Institute  of  Public 
Cleansing  Testamur  Examination.  Mr.  Burford  has  since  been 
successful  in  the  final  part  and  been  awarded  the  full  Testamur. 

Staff  Changes 

Mr.  F.  A.  Oakes  (Senior  Housing  Inspector).  Entering  the 
department  in  1917  as  a  junior  clerk,  Mr.  Oakes  has  been  active 
in  many  directions  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  and  the  Council. 

In  1956  he  undertook  special  responsibility 
for  slum  clearance  and  it  is  due  to  his  constant  endeavours  that 
slum  clearance  in  West  Bromwich  is  far  in  advance  of  any  town  of 
comparable  size.  Indeed,  he  came  near  to  completing  a  very  large 
programme  and  his  enthusiasm  and  activity  was  sustained  until 
the  day  of  his  retirement. 

The  I  oss  of  his  local  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  will  continue  to  be  felt  in  the  department  for  a  long  time 
but  his  retirement  is  richly  deserved. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  Creed 

(Meat  Inspector)  to  Aldridge  U.D.C.  as  Public  Health  Inspector 


Mr.  R.  W.  Brown 

(Meat  Inspector)  to  Highworth  R.D.C.as  Public  Health  Inspector 
Mr.  D.  P.  L.  Chow 

(Technical  Assistant)  to  Cheshunt  U.D.C.  as  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Mr.  C.  Burford 

(Pupil  Cleansing  Officer)  to  Brierley  Hill  U.D.C.  as  Assistant 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

We  congratulate  them  all  on  their  advancement,  and  welcome 
Mr.  J.  B.  Potter  to  a  new  post  of  technical  assistant  in  the  food 

hygiene  section.  Mr.  Potter  brings  with  him  long  experience 
in  flour  confectionery  which  we  believe  will  be  an  asset  to  the 
department. 

Office  Accommodation 

After  upwards  of  forty  years  at  2,  Lodge  Road  the  department 
transferred  to  more  spacious  and  convenient  premises  at  Shaftesbury 
Street  formerly  occupied  by  Jensen  Motors  Limited. 

This  move  has  overcome  the  overcrowding  which  we  have  had 
for  so  long  and  the  present  accommodation  has  enabled  us  to  work 
more  efficiently  and  also  enables  us  to  ourselves  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  This 
is  particularly  important  for  the  department  responsible  for  the 
implementation  of  the  Act. 


Acknowledgements 

Sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Transport  Manager  and  his  staff 
for  their  co-operation  in  the  maintenance  of  an  increasing  number 
of  refuse  vehicles  in  daily  use. 

Assistance  and  advice  is  always  readily  forthcoming  when 
required  from  all  the  Chief  Officers  and  Heads  of  Departments  and 
this  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Despite  all  difficulties  the  Committee  has  not  hesitated  to 
launch  new  projects  and  develop  others  and  for  this  expression  of 
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support  I  record,  my  appreciation  of  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
each  and  every  member  of  the  committee. 

S  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  CAYTON 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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GENERAL  HYGIENE 


Description  of  the  Area . 

West  Bromwich,  situated  in  the  West  Midlands  conurbation, 
lies  midway  between  Birmingham  and  Wolverhampton,  and  the 
A. 41  road  joins  the  three  towns.  The  County  Borough  of  Walsall 
lies  to  the  North  and  Smethwick  to  the  South.  West  Bromwich  has 
a  population  of  98,500  in  a  total  of  about  2,500,000  in  the  West 
Midlands  conurbation.  A  penny  rate  produces  £16,600.  Rateable 
value  and  population  are  growing  steadily  from  year  to  year. 


Meteorology 


Climatological 

Station,  Dartmouth  P 

ark  —  543.3 

feet  above 

sea  level. 

1964 

Total  rainfall 

20.53” 

Number  of  days  on 

which  rain 

fell 

141 

Reading  of  self  registering  thermometers 

•  (taken  at  9  a.m. 

local  time) 

Degrees  Fahrenheit 

Max. 

Min. 

Total 

Days  on  wh 

in  air. 

in  air. 

rainfa!  1. 

rain  felL 

January 

40.32 

33.61 

.71 

8 

February 

44.10 

35.13 

.91 

9 

March 

43.12 

33.90 

3.32 

13 

April 

54-53 

41.06 

1.90 

18 

May 

65.22 

47.61 

1.74 

13 

June 

62.93 

48.54 

2.72 

12 

July 

70.80 

54.03 

1.76 

11 

August 

70.03 

52.54 

1.54 

10 

September 

66.10 

49.66 

.41 

5 

October 

54.51 

42.22 

1.64 

16 

November 

49.73 

40.96 

1.06 

11 

December 

37.11 

29.88 

2.82 

15 

20.53 

141 
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I  n  spections 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was 

1 8,182. 

The  following  is  s  summary  of  them  :  — 

Inspections  —  Housing  Acts  (Slum  Clearance,  etc.)  3,306 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

(Housing  repairs)  2,199 

Public  Health  Act  (Caravans)  66 

Food  Premises  (including  Food 

Inspection)  and  Vehicles  868 

Pest  Control  and  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Acts,  1949  (Inspections  by 
Public  Health  Inspector)  599 

Inspections  —  Rent  Act,  1957  and  Improvement  Grants  117 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  and 

P  ubl  ic  Conveniences  545 

Re-inspections  —  Housing  896 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  -  Visits  .to  Slaughterhouses  3,542 

Sampling  Visits  —  Food  and  Drugs,  ice  Cream  and 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  131 

Water  62 

Air  Hygiene  and  Factories  -  Factories  Acts  248 

Noi se  Abatement  Act  investigations  29 


Smoke  Observations,  industrial  and 

general  surveys,  investigations  of 

industrial  and  domestic  nuisances, 

deposit  gauges  and  Smoke  Control 

Areas  4,364 

Unfit  Food,  Food  Poisoning  and  special  Infectious 

Disease  Investigation  1,210 

18,182 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  is  slightly  less 
than  for  1963.  Again  we  were  affected  by  staff  shortages  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  short  of  a  technical  assistant 
for  smoke  control,  two  inspectors  on  meat  inspection  and  a  senior 
inspector  for  housing.  Other  inspectors  had  to  be  diverted  to  meat 
inspection  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  our  other  activities. 
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Complaints  Received 


542  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
were  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Notices  Served 


The  number  ofnotices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
1936  and  1961  during  the  year  was  320.  Of  this  number  99  were 
Informal  Notices  and  221  were  Statutory  Notices.  The  total 
number  of  houses  concerned  was  560. 


During  the  year  114  notices  under  Section  26  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1961  were  served.  This  is  a  procedure  that  can  be 
followed  in  very  urgent  cases  where  unreasonable  delay  would  be 
imposed  by  action  underthe  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  It  has  the  advantage  of  allowing  the  Council  to  complete 
the  urgent  work  in  default  of  the  owner  without  the  delay  that 
would  be  imposed  by  an  application  to  court  for  a  nuisance  order. 


Caravans 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960. 


There  are  two  licenced  residential  caravan  sites  in  the 
Borough  -  one  privately  owned  accommodating  eight  caravans,, 
and  the  other  owned  by  the  Council  and  accommodating  22  caravans. 
In  addition,  individual  caravans  are  licensed  for  limited  periods 
when  needed  for  temporary  occupation.  The  Act  does  nothing  to 
assist  us  with  the  problem  of  the  caravans  operated  by  a  certain 
class  of  mobile  scrap  metal  merchants,  and  indeed,  these  people 
park  anywhere  and  regard  a  fine  in  the  nature  of  rent  for  the  land. 
Our  procedure  has  been  to  remove  them  forcibly  from  the  site  and 
the  transport  department  have  a  vehicle  fitted  with  different  towing 
attachments  for  this  purpose.  Where  possible  steps  are  taken  to 
obstruct  access  to  the  site  and  with  the  redevelopment  of  the  town 
the  number  of  possible  sites  has  become  limited.  Even  so  where 
action  is  necessary,  the  cost  to  the  Council  is  considerable  as  it 
necessitates  as  much  as  a  half  day  for  an  inspector,  vehicle 
driver  and  mate,  and  police. 

Improvements  Effected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  99  houses  were  repaired  during 
the  year.  In  addition  defects  were  remedied  in  a  further  345 

houses  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts. 
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Theatres  and  Cinemas 

There  are  only  five  cinemas  in  the  borough,  all  of  which  are 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  borough. 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Summaryof  Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice  1964 


Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwel  ling 
Houses 
including 
Council 
Houses 

All  other 
including 
business 
premi  ses 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural 

T  otal 
of  cols. 

1,2,3  & 

4 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority's 

District  . 

54 

28,076 

5,372 

4 

33,506 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
(a)  notification 

23 

484 

39 

546 

(b)  survey  under  the  Act 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
small  other  purpose) 

. 

_ 

a 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspection 

54 

1,089 

131 

• 

1,274 

Number  of  properties  insp¬ 
ected  which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by 

(a)  Rats 

5 

393 

26 

424 

(b)  Mice 

18 

91 

13 

- 

122 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  local  authority. 

23 

484 

39 

m 

546 

Defective  drainage  systems  are  the  cause  of  many  of  the 
infestations  and  often  require  further  work  by  the  public  health 
inspectors.  The  treatment  of  rats  in  the  sewers  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  campaign  but  during  the  year  under  review  it  was  not 
possible  to  suspend  surface  treatment  to  allow  this  preventive 
work  to  be  carried  out. 
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Disinfestation 


29  premises  -  including  private  houses,  school  and  factory 
canteens  were  successfully  disinfested  using  D.D.T.,  B.H.C. 
and  Dieldrin. 

We  are  quite  often  consulted  with  regard  to  the  extermination 
of  insects  -  including  garden  pests.  1964  produced  a  number  of 
complaints  of  wasps  nests  and  whilst  we  do  not  provide  a  general 
service  to  eradicate  these  pests  we  try  to  assist  where  the 
complainant  is  unable  by  infirmity  or  otherwise  to  follow  our 
advice.  Where  the  nest  is  in  a  safe  position,  hydrogen  cyanide 
is  used,  but  if  near  a  building  we  find  that  one  of  the  smoke 
generators  proves  effective.  We  do  also  make  available  to  the 
public  supplies  of  50%  D.D.T.  powder  together  with  written 
instructions  on  its  use. 

Ants  and  woodworm  continue  to  be  a  problem  in  some  houses, 
and  bed-bugs,  which  previously  seemed  to  be  on  the  decline, 
are  again  causing  many  complaints. 

In  new  corporation  estates  the  sites  have  been  landscaped 
by  taking  the  grass  surrounds  right  up  to  the  buildings.  This 
has  produced  a  series  of  complaints  of  red  mite  in  the  houses  or 
lower  flats,  and  whilst  the  insects  can  be  killed  easily  with  any 
suitable  insecticide,  the  long-term  remedy  can  only  be  effected 
by  cutting  back  the  grass. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,1933,and  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act,  1941. 

The  sale  of  poisonous  substances  is  controlled  by  the 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  the  Poisons  List  'I960, 
and  toxic  substances  are  placed  in  either  Part  1  or  Part  11  of 
the  list.  Under  Part  1  are  those  poisons  used,  in  the  main,  in 
compounding  of  medicines  and  control  is  effected  by  the  fact 
that  they  can  only  be  sold  by  a  registered  pharmacist.  In  Part 
II  of  the  list  are  included  those  poisonous  substances  which 
are  in  common  use  for  purposes  other ’  than  the  treatment  of  human 
ailments  and  which  it  is  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  to 
have  easy  and  adequate  purchasing  facilities. 

Such  substances  are  ammonia,  arsenical  substances  in  the  form 
agricultural  and  horticultural  insecticides  or  fungicides,  acids, 
rat  poisons,  certain  disinfectants  and  hair  dyes,  caustic 
soda  and  caustic  potash.  When  these  articles  under  part  11  are 
sold  by  a  person  who  is  not  a  registered  pharmacist  he  must  have 
his  name  entered  upon  the  list  of  sellers  of  Part  11  poisons 
kept  by  the  Council.  54  persons  are  so  registered  with  the 
Council  for  this  purpose.  Registration  is  renewable  yearly  and 
a  fee  of  5/-  is  charged. 
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Hairdressers  and  Barbers 


In  West  Bromwich  hairdressers  and  barbers  have  had  to  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority  since  the  passing  of  the  West 
Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949.  This  enables  all  such 
establishments  to  be  inspected  before  commencing  business  and 
it  is  a  material  factor  in  raising  the  standards  of  hygiene  although 
registration  cannot  be  refused  and  can  only  be  removed  by  the 
court.  Byelaws  are  also  in  force  requiring  hygienic  practices. 
Although  there  are98  such  premises  registered  in  the  Borough, 
the  continued  shortage  of  inspectors  prevents  routine  supervis ion, 
but  such  information  as  we  have  suggests  that  systematic 
inspection  and  control  is  needed. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  and  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act,  1963; 

Under  the  provision  of  these  Acts,  no  person  may  keep  a  pet 
shop  or  an  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  without  he  and  the 
premises  are  licensed  by  the  local  authority.  Licences  are 
renewable  each  year  and  among  the  factors  to  be  considered 
in  granting  a  licence  in  any  particular  case  are  the  suitability 
of  the  accommodation,  the  arrangements  for  feeding  the  animals, 
the  precautions  to  be  taken  against  the  spread  of  infection  and 
the  adequacy  of  precautions  against  fire  and  other  emergencies. 
This  necessitates  visits  by  the  inspectorial  strff  in  conjunction 
with  the  Fire  Officer.  Seven  premises  are  licensed  under  the 
Pet  Animals  Act  and  two  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Act. 

Water  Supplies. 

Water  Sampling. 

36  water  samples  were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  year,  7  for 
chemical  analysis,  and  29  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  principal  sources  of  drinking  water  in  the  Borough  are 
from  the  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  and  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  There  are  also  two  houses 
supplied  by  a  shallow  well,  two  houses  by  a  piped  main  spring, 
and  one  house  by  a  shallow  spring. 

Swimming  pools  number  5  and  are  :  — 

Central  Gala  Baths  —  Artesian  well;  full  purification 

system 

ir| a r v ills  Hawthorne  School  —  South  Staffs,  water  with 

purification  system. 
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Gorse  Farm  School  —  Birmingham  water  with  full 

purification  system. 

Hallam  Hospital  —  South  Staffs,  water,  used  on  empty- 

fill  system  with  chemicals  added  by 
hand. 


Shenstone  Lodge 

Residential  School  -  South  Staffs.  Water,  used  onempty- 

fill  system  with  chemicals  added 
by  hand. 

All  16  samples  from  the  swimming  pools  were  satisfactory. 
A  new  paddling  pool  with  full  purification  system  has  been 
brought  into  operation  at  Dartmouth  Park  instead  of  the  old  one 

which  had  only  a  chlorinated  drip-feed  mechanism.  The  result  of 
a  sample  from  this  new  pool  was  satisfactory  being  Nil  in  each 
case. 

The  bacteriological  samples  of  drinking  water  from  mains 
supplies  were  satisfactory. 

Results  of  the  drinking  water  samples  are  given  in  the 
following  tables  :  — 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSES 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES 


Source. 

Sample  No. 

Probable  numbers 
per  100  m.  1 . 

T  otal 

. 

Coliform 

Bacilli. 

Bact.  Coli 
T  ype  1 

count 
per  m.l. 

South  Staffordshire 

Waterworks. 

1 

n  i  1 

nil 

7 

18 

nil 

nil 

1 

20 

n  i  1 

n  i  1 

1 

B  irmingham 

Water  Department 

19 

nil 

nil 

1 

Wells  and  Springs 

3 

ni  1 

nil 

2 

24 

ni  1 

2 

0 

25 

nil 

39 

2 

26 

nil 

39 

0 

33 

nil 

2 

1 

34 

nil 

38 

6 

35 

nil 

nil 

1 

In  the  Borough  30,300  houses  are  supplied  with  a  publiG  water 
main  direct  to  the  houses  and  only  737  share  taps  or  standpipes. 
All  of  the  houses  sharing  water  supplies  are  included  in  the 
Council's  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 


Sewage  Disposal 

Sewage  disposal  is  by  main  drainage  to  the  Ray  Hall  Sewage 
Works.  There  are  36  premises  in  the  Borough  using  cesspools 
because  they  are  distant  from  a  main  sewer  or  at  an  unsuitable 
level. 
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HOUSING 


New  Housing  Accommodation 

The  number  and  types  of  houses  and  flats  built  by  the  local 
authority  in  1964  is  as  follows 


1  bedroomed  flats 

2  bedroomed  flats 

3  bedroomed  flats 


158 

344 

14 


The  number  of  houses 
erected  by  private 
enterprise 

3  bedroomed  houses 

1  bedroomed  flats 

2  bedroomed  flats 


396 

5 

12 


516 


413 


T  ota! 


929 


Mousing  Acts,  1936  —  1957  —  Parts  11  and  111 
Slum  Clearance 

In  continuation  of  the  programme  begun  in  1955,  36  Clearance 
Areas  involving  605  houses  have  been  reported  to  the  Council. 
33  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  and  533  houses  demolished. 

During  the  year  public  local  inquiries  were  held  in  respect  of 
11  areas  comprising  429  houses.  Objections  were  made  on  the 
grounds  that  196  of  these  houses  were  not  unfit.  17  Orders  involving 
603  houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  with  little  or  no 
modification. 

Including  the  Figures  for  1964,  a  total  of  198  areas  have  been 
reported  to  Council  since  1955.  These  involved  4788  houses  which 
were  dealt  with  by  way  of  90  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and 
27  Clearance  Orders.  During  the  same  period  705  Demolition 
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orders  and  110  Closing  Orders  were  made  bringing  the  total  of 
unfit  houses  dealt  with  to  5603.  The  majority  of  houses  subject 
of  Closing  Orders  have  since  been  included  in  Clearance  Areas. 


TABLE  1 

Summary  of  Action  taken  during  the  year  1964. 


Clearance 

Area 

T  ype 
of 

Order 

Date 

repres¬ 

ented 

Date 

of 

Confirm 
-  ation 

No. of 
Houses 

No. of 
per  - 

sons 

to  be 
dis- 
d  laced 

P rogress  to  end 
of  1964. 

No.  of 
houses 
demo¬ 
lished 

No.  of 

persons 

rehous- 

: 

ed  by 

C  or- 
poration 

Loveday  St.  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

8.1 .64 

67 

188 

Griffin  St.  No.  1 

C.O. 

8.1.64 

9 

18 

Hill  Top  No.  1 

C.O. 

4.3.64 

10 

27 

Hill  Top  No.  3 

C.P.O. 

4.3.64 

4 

10 

Reform  St.  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

4.3.64 

32 

87 

0 Idbury  Rd.  No.  7 

C.O. 

4.3.64 

16 

37 

Oldbury  Rd.  No.  5 

C.P.O. 

4.3.64 

16 

68 

Sandwell  Rd.  and 

Hargate  Lane  No  1 

C.P.O. 

3.6.64 

52 

164 

Sandwel  1  Rd.  No  1 

C.P.O. 

3.6.64 

6 

19 

Sandwell  Rd.  No  2 

C.P.O. 

3.6.64 

9 

22 

Hargate  LaneNo6 

C.P.O. 

3.6.64 

8 

27 

Church  St.  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

3.6.64 

25 

64 

B  i  lhay  St.  and 

Oakwood  St.  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

1.7.64 

70 

244 

Sheepwash  Lane 

No.  1 

C.O. 

9.9.64 

3 

6 

Arthur  St.  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

4.11.64 

234 

729 

Dudley  St.  No.  2 

C.P.O. 

3.12.64 

44 

153 

Total  605  1,863 
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TABLE  11 


(Individual  Unfit  Houses) 


1964 


Houses 

demolished 

Demolition 
orders  made 

Closing 
orders  made 

Undertakings  given  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1963,  and  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

18 

33 

NIL 

5 

TABLE  111 

Demplition  of  Houses 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  was 
as  under 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas .  515 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  ..  ..  18 

533 


As  no  programme  of  slum  clearance  can  proceed  without  a 
parallel  programme  of  house  building  to  rehouse  the  displaced 
families  the  following  statistics  are  included  for  the  first  time. 
They  indicate  a  reasonable  balance  between  houses  recommended 
for  clearance,  house  building  and  rehousing.  Where  rehousing 
exceeds  the  number  of  houses  built  in  any  one  calendar  year  the 
additional  houses  come  from  reletting  existing  ones.  Although 
there  were  about  930  families  waiting  for  rehousing  at  the  end  of 
1964  this  is  necessary  to  give  the  Housing  Manager  a  sufficient 
variety  of  family  circumstances  to  fit  into  the  types  of  accommod¬ 
ation  available  for  letting. 

Not  all  the  houses  were  in  confirmed  areas  and  allowances 
must  be  made  for  delays  at  the  various  stages  of  the  formal  pro¬ 
cesses  from  the  report  on  fitness  to  the  Committee  to  Confirmation 
of  the  Clearance  or  Purchase  Order  by  the  Minister. 
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TABLE  IV 


Year 

Houses  Recommended 

for  Demolition  as  unfit 

1960 

877 

1961 

783 

1962 

580 

1963 

707 

1964 

638 

Dwell  ings 

Famil  ies 

Persons 

Built  for 
W.B.C. 

Rehoused 

Rehoused 

410 

388 

1258 

400 

524 

1534 

711 

676 

1996 

382 

434 

1377 

516 

633 

1962 

3585  2419  2655  8127 


Over  these  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  included  in  approved  schemes  and  tenders. 
Although  the  number  of  families  waiting  for  new  houses  is  con¬ 
siderable  the  arrears  will  quickly  disappear  if  there  is  any 
slackening  in  the  rate  of  progress  with  slum  clearance.  This  is 
already  apparent  because  of  severe  shortage  of  staff  and  it  is 
likely  that  in  1965  there  will  be  a  sharp  decline  from  the  high 
average  of  the  past  ten  years. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  3  applications  were  made  for  certificates  of  disrepair 
and  undertakings  were  given  by  landlords  in  all  cases. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  technical  and  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the 
making  of  improvement  grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor 
and  Town  Clerk  and  the  following  information  was  supplied  by 
them. 

Grants  made  :  — 


Owner  occupier  — 

Standard  Grant 

..  84 

— 

Discretionary  Grant 

..  NIL 

T enanted  houses  - 

Standard  Grant 

18 

— 

Discretionary  Grant 

..  NIL 

102 


This  department  is  consulted  as  to  the  probable  ‘life’  of  a 
property  which  it  is  proposed  to  improve. 
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Housing  Act,  1961 


Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 


There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  town. 

The  250  or  more  houses  in  multiple  occupation  are  predom¬ 
inantly  occupied  by  families  from  the  Caribbean  Islands,  India'  and 
Pakistan. 

During  the  year  99  visits  were  made  to  these  houses,  many 
after  normal  working  hours  when  the  services  of  an  interpreter 
were  very  usefully  employed. 

Only  one  Direction  was  made  fixing  the  maximum  permitted 
number  of  occupants,  and  notices  to  secure  the  provision  of 
amenities  and  to  improve  cleanliness  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  Management  Orders, 
the  few  houses  found  to  qualify  for  such  Orders  having  been  dealt 
with  by  Slum  Clearance. 
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AIR  AND  FACTORY  HYGIENE 

Three  of  the  main  industries  in  West  Bromwich  are  iron 
founding,  spring  making  and  tube  manufacturing. 

There  are  32  foundries  casting  both  ferrous  and  non-ferrous 
metals,  employing  over  4,000  men  and  approximately  1,200  women, 
the  women  being  mainly  employed  as  core-makers  and  finishers. 

There  are  20  spring  manufacturers  employing  approximately 
1,700  men  and  1,400  women.  The  largest  of  these  manufacturers 
alone  turns  out  more  than  one  million  springs  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes  each  week. 

There  are  twelve  tube  manufacturers  employing  approximately 
1,400  men  and  500  women  who  not  only  make  new  tubes  but  also 
re-draw  old  tubes  that  have  been  reclaimed. 

As  employers  of  large  numbers  of  workers,  it  is  probable 
that  the  scale  makers  do  not  rank  highly  on  any  list  but  the  town 
includes  within  its  boundaries  the  Tame  Bridge  foundry  of 
Messrs.  W.  and  T.  Avery  Ltd.,  and  the  factory  of  Messrs.  George 
Salter  and  Co.  Ltd.,  both  of  whom  hold  high  places  amongst  makers 
of  weighing  and  measuring  machinery  both  at  home  and  abroad. 


Grit  and  Dust  from  Cupolas 

Iron  Foundry  Cupolas  -  (Cold-blast  type) 

Total  number  of  cupolas  in  use  54 

Number  where  arresters  not  yet  fitted  10 
Number  where  dry  arresters  fitted  20 

Number  where  dry  arresters  convertible 

to  wet  type  fitted  1 

Number  where  wet  arresters  fitted  23 


Arrangements  are  known  to  be  in  hand  for  five  of  the  dry  type 
arresters  to  be  replaced  by  wet  type  in  the  next  twelve  months. 

Iron-Foundry,  Cupolas  -  (Hot-blast  type) 

Cupolas  in  use  4 

These  are  operated  in  connection  with  two  high  output  found¬ 
ries  supplying  ferrous  castings  principally  to  the  motor  trade. 
Although  responsibility  for  them  rests  with  H.  M.  Alkali  etc.  Works 
Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing,  they  concern  the  local 
authority  greatly  as  they  are  a  serious  source  of  grit  and  fume 
emission.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  discussions  which  have 
been  going  on  for  some  years  resulted  in  a  start  being  made  to 


23 


install  grit  collecting  equipment  at  both  plants  which  is  acceptable 
to  the  Ministry  as  "Provisional  Best  Practical  Means"  of^grit 
collection  in  exceptionally  difficult  circumstances.  The  "ex¬ 
ceptional  difficulty"  is  by  no  means  imaginary  but  it  is  veryreaj 
and  troublesome  for  all  concerned.  It  arises  mainly  from  the  high 
rate  at  which  metal  is  melted,  hourly,  and  the  high  temperature  at 
whic;h  the  process  is  carried  out.  On  the  one  hand  is  the  high 
dust  content  of  the  effluent  gases  and  on  the  other,  the  great 
volume  of  gases  to  be  cleaned. 

The  work  in  progress  is  Mkely  to  be  completed  in  1965  and 
there  will  be  an  immediate  improvement.  Further  developments 
will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  and  whenever  significant  technical 
advances  can  be  shown  to  be  effective  in  operation. 

New  Furnaces 

Notifications  of  intention  to  install  new  furnaces  during  1964 
numbered  23  covering  43  furnaces.  There  were  no  applications 
for  prior  approval. 

Details  are  tabulated  as  follows:  — 

Notifications 


Coal 

2 

(2) 

Coke 

2 

(4) 

Electricity 

2 

(5) 

Gas 

2 

(2) 

Oil 

15 

(30) 

23 

43 

The  number  of  furnaces  is  shown  in  brackets. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  progress  made  in  Smoke 
Control  as  at  31st  December,  1964:- 
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Area 

Acreage 

Description 

Prope 
Dwe  fl¬ 
ings 

rties 

Other 

Position  at 

31.12.64 

1 

25 

T own  Centre 

191 

58 

(0)  1.11.58 

2 

37 

New  L.  A.  Estate 

325 

4 

(0)  1.10.59 

3 

8 

New  Private  Estate 

56 

- 

(0)  1.10.59 

4 

14 

New  and  existing 

Private  Estate 

85 

1 

(0)  1.11.59 

5 

37 

Town  Centre  Extensior 

i  253 

74 

(0)  1.7.61 

5  a 

Dwellings  previously 

exempted 

3 

- 

(0)  1.10.63 

6 

50 

T own  Centre 

Extens  ion 

647 

30 

(0)  1.7.61 

7 

90 

New  Private  and 

Existing  mixed  Est. 

562 

4 

(0)  1.7.62 

8 

126 

T own  Centre 

Extension 

1625 

49 

(0)  1.7.63 

9 

5 

New  L.  A.  Estate 

54 

1 

(0)  1.7.62 

10 

860 

Mainly  Res idential  (P) 

2246 

51 

(0)  1.7.64 

11 

40 

Redevelopment  Area 

43 

11 

(0)  1.9.63 

12 

83 

New  L.  A.  Estate  (P) 

916 

- 

(0)  1.8.64 

13 

57 

New  Private  Estate  (P 

372 

- 

(0)  1.8.64 

14 

76 

Residential  Area  (P) 

434 

24 

(0)  1.9.65 

1508 

7812 

307 

(P)  denotes  Programmed  Area 
(0)  denotes  Operative 


Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  extension  of  smoke  control  throughout  any  industrial 
town  must  ultimately  embrace  large  and  sometimes  difficult 
industries  from  the  standpoint  of  air  pollution.  The  foundry 
cupola  is  one  such,  and  because  West  Bromwich  has  an  except¬ 
ionally  high  number  it  is  not  surprising  that  two  are  already  in 
operative  Smoke  Control  Areas,  one  of  which  is  the  Tame  Bridge 
Foundry  referred  to  earlier. 

As  the  programme  extends,  more  will  be  included  but  in  this 
connection  the  Smoke  Control  Area  procedure  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956  is  more  realistic  that  the  Smokeless  Zone  concept  of 
earlier  years  because  absolute  smokelessness  is  unattainable 
except  in  a  very  limited  context. 
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The  control  of  all  smoke  is  our  aim  for  the  whole  town  but  within 
the  limits  of  our  technical  knowledge. 

So  far  as  domestic  smoke  is  concerned  our  knowledge  and 
equipment  enable  us  to  achieve  almost  absolute  smokelessness 
for  houses  and  other  domestic  buildings.  It  is  sometimes  tempting 
to  point  an  accusing  finger  at  a  specially  difficult  smoke  or  fume 
producing  industry  and  think  or  say  “first  deal  with  him.”  This 
is  to  forget  than  for  one  of  “him"  there  are  hundreds  of^us'^and 
that  it  is  the  domestic  chimney  which  emits  tarry  brown  smoke 
and  sulphurous  fumes  at  a  low  level.  It  has  been  shown  con¬ 
clusively  that  the  total  smoke  over  a  town  is  proportional  to  the 
number  of  houses  in  it  and  that  the  industrial  contribution  is  only 
slight. 

it  can  however  be  clearly  shown  that  the  grit  and  dust  which 
disfigures  an  industrial  town  such  as  West  Bromwich  comes  mainly 
from  the  melting  of  metals  in  a  cupola  furnace,  and  this  source  of 
air  pollution  needs  to  be  tackled  with  the  utmost  vigour  until  all 
cupolas,  regardless  of  size,  are  equiped  with  the  best  practicable 
means  of  collecting  grit  from  the  effluent  gases.  Having  collected 
this  grit  it  must  be  removed  with  proper  precautions  io  avoid  release 
again  to  the  atmosphere. 

Clean  Air  Council 

Two  meetings  of  the  Clean  Air  Council  were  held  during  the 
year.  The  first  -  the  Annual  General  Meeting  —  was  held  at  the 
Tame  Bridge  Foundry  of  Messrs.  W.  and  T.  Avery  Ltd.,  on  28th 
April,  1964. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  a  report  was  presented 
by  Mr.  C.  S.  Stokes,  Honorary  Secretary,  after  which  the  election 
of  officers  took  place.  Mr.  A.  H.  Hunter,  Chief  Engineer  (Messrs. 
J.  Brockhouse  &  Co.  Ltd.,)  was  elected  Chairman;  Councillor  C. 
R.  James,  Vice-Chairman;  Mr.  S.  Cayton  (Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  )  Press  Secretary;  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Stokes,  Honorary 
Secretary. 

The  business  part  of  the  meeting  was  followed  by  a  most 
interesting  address  by  Mr.A.J.  Shore,  Superintendent  of  Foundries, 
Messrs.  W.  and  T.  Avery  Ltd.,  concerning  the  development  of  the 
Tame  Bridge  Foundry  since  its  planning  in  1951,  following  which 
the  members  were  taken  on  a  tour  of  the  vast  foundry  where  the 
various  processes  were  explained  in  detail  by  very  competent 
guides. 
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The  second  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at  the  new 
G ole sh i 1 1  Plant  of  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board.  Following  a 
brief  but  most  instructive  address  on  the  Lurgi  Plant  in  operation 
at  Coleshill  by  their  Engineer,  Mr.  F.  Harvey,  the  members  had  a 
conducted  tour  of  the  plant  accompanied  by  highly  qualified 
technicians  who  answered  members’  questions  and  explained  the 
operation  of  this  process,  which,  although  only  recently 
commissioned,  is  already  outdated  by  the  rapid  technical  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  gas  industry  much  of  which  stems  from  the  world 
famous  research  carried  out  at  the  Gas  Council’s  Midland  Research 
Station  at  Solihull  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Dent  and  his  colleagues. 

The  privilege  of  vis iting  this  plant  was  greatly  appreciated 
by  all  who  were  able  to  participate. 

Although  there  are  times  when  the  effort  required  to  arrange 
meetings  and  visits  for  perhaps  a  small  attendance  seems  un¬ 
rewarding,  on  reflection  we  find  that,  over  the  years  since  its 
formation  in  1956,  we  have  engendered  a  great  deal  of  goodwil  I  and 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  many  engineers  and  fuel  technologists 
working  in  the  large  and  small  industries  which  surround  us. 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  measurement  of  the  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  continued  to  be  made  at  the  five  sites 
in  the  Borough  and  the  results  sent  to  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research  for  the  National  Survey  being  undertaken 
by  them.  Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Welfare  Committee, 
Chief  Constable  of  Staffordshire,  and  the  West  Bromwich  and 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year  in  continuing  to  make  the  sites  available,  and 
Messrs.  Delta  Diecastings  Ltd.,  who  willingly  and  conscientiously 
undertook  the  daily  measurements  on  our  behalf  from  the  instruments 
situated  on  their  premises. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  following  graphs  that  in  addition 
to  the  usual  seasonal  variations,  g  rise  occurred  in  October.  This 
was  almost  certainly  due  to  the  weather  conditions  at  the  time 
which  were  predominantly  dull  and  cloudy  and  which  hinder  the 
dispersal  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  into  the  upper  atmosphere. 
The  summer  months,  on  the  other  hand,  show  a  marked  lowering 
of  concentrations  caused  largely  by  the  more  favourable  weather 
and  the  drop  in  domestic  fuel  consumption. 

The  general  level  of  sulphur  dioxide  remains  reasonably 
static  in  West  Bromwich  and  research  into  reducing  the  sulphur 
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content  of  fuels  appears  to  be  of  utmost  importance  if  the  increased 
consumption  of  fuel  is  not  to  add  greatly  to  the  sulphur  dioxide 
level  that  already  exists. 

However,  it  must  be  stressed  that  a  concerted  effort  in 
reducing  smoke  from  domestic  and  industrial  sources  still  remains 
the  only  real  way  of  combating  the  problem  of  atmospheric 
pollution. 
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CONCENTRATION  IN  CONCENTRATION  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  MICROGRAMMES 

PER  CUBIC  METRE  PER  CUBIC  METRE 


OFFICES,  LODGE  ROAD. 


SMOKE  -  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


CENTRAL  POLICE  STATION,  HIGH  STREET, 

SMOKE  -  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE - 
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CONCENTRATION  IN  CONCENTRATION  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  MICROGRAMMES 

PER  CUBIC  METRE  PER  CUBIC  METRE 


CHEST  CLINIC,  HEATH  LANE. 


SMOKE  - - - -  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


MONTH  S 


GREENSIDE  HOUSE,  YEW  TREE. 


SMOKE  — -  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
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CONCENTRATION  IN  CONCENTRATION  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  MICROGRAMMES 

PER  CUBIC  METRE  PER  CUBIC  METRE 


DELTA  DIECASTINGS,  GREETS  GREEN. 


smoke  — — —  sulphur  dioxide 


AVERAGE- ALL  STATIONS. 


SMOKE  — - -  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  ANNUAL  REPORT 

o 


OLD 

GRAMMAR 

SCHOOL 

CENTRAL 

POLICE 

STATION 

CHEST 

CLINIC 

GREENSID 

HOUSE 

DELTA 

DIE-CAST 

LIMITED 

MIN 

MAX. 

AV. 

MIN. 

MAX. 

AV. 

MIN. 

MAX. 

AV. 

MIN.  MAX. 

AV. 

MIN. 

MAX.  AV. 

SMOKE 

54 

1098 

215 

86 

1195 

267 

79 

1361 

250 

46 

760 

221 

66 

1411 

274 

Janudry 

SO 

2 

113 

1450 

339 

69 

699 

207 

117 

1742 

326 

92 

965 

257 

89 

1675 

321 

SMOKE 

34 

362 

159 

34 

492 

217 

17 

1333 

207 

9 

474 

163 

72 

403 

209 

F  ebruary 

so2 

151 

524 

299 

59 

602 

223 

78 

441 

216 

69 

468 

216 

105 

598 

286 

SMOKE 

61 

277 

137 

74 

236 

165 

38 

232 

117 

28 

240 

102 

55 

408 

175 

March 

so2 

134 

504 

274 

70 

253 

122 

90 

316 

160 

88 

386 

153 

130 

425 

239 

SMOKE 

29 

219 

60 

44 

323 

95 

45 

240 

73 

24 

94 

60 

38 

319 

122 

April 

so2 

65 

468 

150 

69 

423 

156 

35 

370 

139 

63 

316 

120 

49 

479 

139 

SMOKE 

16 

83 

35 

20 

88 

43 

24 

88 

49 

11 

82 

31 

39 

327 

103 

May 

SO  2 

64 

160 

106 

63 

178 

144 

106 

179 

120 

45 

115 

86 

51 

150 

82 

SMOKE 

20 

97 

41 

20 

140 

59 

12 

104 

49 

19 

45 

35 

32 

220 

79 

June 

so2 

46 

273 

112 

19 

183 

93 

28 

170 

104 

77 

147 

82 

49 

197 

98 

SMOKE 

8 

124 

33 

8 

61 

45 

28 

92 

39 

4 

88 

29 

28 

284 

64 

July 

GO 

O 

ro 

39 

144 

93 

56 

134 

90 

48 

275 

96 

52 

95 

75 

53 

139 

79 

SMOKE 

0 

136 

32 

8 

156 

45 

12 

136 

42 

8 

152 

33 

4 

208 

62 

August 

so2 

20 

234 

99 

31 

138 

87 

37 

190 

88 

32 

172 

69 

19 

202 

87 

SMOKE 

4 

268 

28 

32 

256 

72 

20 

256 

69 

16 

88 

48 

44 

196 

117 

September 

CN 

o 

CO 

62 

413 

150 

84 

287 

138 

89 

210 

133 

64 

163 

102 

63 

391 

130 

SMOKE 

20 

464 

132 

40 

556 

215 

52 

584 

206 

16 

528 

174 

92 

556 

251 

October 

so2 

85 

598 

246 

62 

637 

272 

74 

638 

266 

57 

441 

206 

55 

681 

233 

SMOKE 

0 

0 

0 

48 

216 

135 

32 

220 

115 

24 

208 

103 

61 

332 

149 

November 

so2 

0 

0 

0 

92 

268 

176 

117 

390 

210 

77 

329 

180 

63 

526 

195 

SMOKE 

60 

680 

231 

60 

736 

296 

60 

996 

309 

28 

736 

232 

112 

700 

306 

December 

SO  2 

166 

1006 

393 

92 

719 

322 

133 

1058 

374 

115 

1121 

321 

87 

753 

329 

32 


Wind  Frequency 

Number  of  Days  (at  10.30  a.m.  Town  Hall) 


Quarter 

^ar/Calrr 

N 

NE 

E 

SE 

S 

SW 

W 

NW 

Jan  -  Mar 

- 

11 

4 

21 

22 

5 

10 

4 

14 

Apr  —  Jun 

- 

1 

12 

6 

11 

15 

22 

16 

8 

July  —  Sept 

- 

1 

6 

2 

7 

17 

20 

26 

13 

Oct  -  Dec 

3 

9 

14 

11 

4 

4 

20 

19 

8 

Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulations  Act  1906 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  Section  17 
The  Alkali  etc.  Works  Order  1958 

The  number  and  type  of  works  in  the  Borough  for  which  the 
Alkali  etc.,  Works  Inspectorate  is  responsible  is  as  follows 


Chemical  Manufacturers  2 

Aluminium  Works  4 

Copper  Works  3 

Gas  and  Coke  Works  2 

Brickworks  1 

Tar  Works  2 

Iron  and  Steel  Works  5 

Aldehyde  Works  1 
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The  Alkali  Inspectorate  is  a  highly  qualified  staff  of  chemical 
engineers  consisting  of  a  chief  inspector,  two  deputies,  twelve 
district  inspectors  and  ten  other  inspectors.  They  are  appointed 
by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  administer 
the  provisions  of  the  various  Alkali  Acts  and  Orders.  Because  of 
the  special  technical  difficulties  associated  with  certain  processes 
supervision  is  entrusted  to  this  body.  When  the  Hygiene  and 
Cleansing  Department  becomes  aware  of  a  nuisance  from  one  of 
these  processes  or  registered  works  the  Alkali  Inspector  for  the 
district  is  informed. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Several  complaints  and  a  number  of  petitions  about  nuisance 
from  npise  were  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  in¬ 
vestigated  and  informal  action  taken. 
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The  subject  of  noise  control  is  highly  specialised  having 
regard  to  its  varied  effect  on  the  individual  and  the  complexity  of 
methods  of  minimising  it.  To  assist  in  a  reasonable  evaluation  of 
the  problem,  the  department  has  a  Dawe  Sound  Level  Meter,  Type 
1400E  and  an  Octave-band  Analyser  Type  1464,  and  a  routine  has 
been  established  for  investigations  to  be  based  on  the  Noise 
Criteria  Curve  principle.  The  effect  of  noise  on  “the  common 
man*'  and  the  type  of  district  are  also  important  considerations. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Factories,  Factories  (no  mechanical  power)  and  Workrooms 

1.  inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made  by 

**■ 

Public  Health  Inspectors. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspections 

N  umber 
of 

written 

notices 

N  umber 
of 

occupiers 

prosecutec 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sect¬ 
ions  1,2,3, 4  and  6  are  to 
beenforced  by  local 
authority. 

2 

2 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  to  which  Section 

7  applies. 

381 

248 

67 

1 

3.  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-worker 
premises). 

12 

1 

TOTAL 

395 

251 

67 

1 

34 


2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

H.M. 

1  nsDector 

Referred  by 
H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences(S.T) 
(a)  Insufficient 

6 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

233 

149 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

2 

2 

- 

<e 

Other  Offences 

7 

- 

7 

- 

TOTAL 

248 

155 

7 

4 

Legal  Proceedings 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  one  factory  in 
respect  of  two  contraventions  of  Section  7  of  the  Factories  Act 
1961. 

A  fine  of  £10  was  imposed  on  the  first  charge  of  failing  to 
provide  separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  each  of  the  sexes 
employed  and  £1  on  the  second  charge  of  failing  to  indicate  the 
sex  of  the  user  on  the  sanitary  accommodation  that  was  provided  . 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  CONTROL 

Slaughtering  figures  again  show  an  increase  on  the  previous 
yearand  now  total  over  230,000  animals  of  all  kinds.  This  constant 
demand  on  the  manpower  of  the  department  creates  difficulties  and 
curtails  our  activities  in  other  directions.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  two  specialist  meat  inspectors  left  within  a  few  weeks  of 
each  other  and  staff  had  to  be  transferred  from  other  sections  to 
maintain  a  100%  inspection  service.  The  other  sections  were  then 
depleted  further  by  the  retirement  of  the  Senior  Housing  Inspector 
and  the  resignation  of  a  technical  assistant  on  smoke  control,  and 
fora  period  the  department  was  unable  to  carry  out  any  duties  other 
than  meat  inspection. 

Food  Hygiene 

This  continues  to  be  the  respons ibi I ity  of  the  district  inspectors 
and  868  visits  were  made  in  this  connection.  Numerous  other 
visits  were  made  to  food  premises  following  the  outbreak  of 
T yphoid  at  Aberdeen,  and  fo I  lowing  this  the  Hygiene  and  Cleansing 
Committee  wisely  decided  to  strengthen  this  side  of  the  department’s 
activities  by  increasing  the  establishment  of  inspectors  and 
technical  assistants.  In  viewof  the  difficulty  of  attracting  qualified 
Inspectors  the  vacancies  were  left  pending  the  qualification  of  our 
pupil  inspectors.  We  advertised  for  a  technical  assistant  for  food 
hygiene  and  were  fortunate  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr.  J.B. 
Potter  who  came  to  us  from  the  baking  industry  with  a  wide 
experience  of  the  food  trade.  A  starts  s  then  made  to  catch  up  on 
the  arrears  of  work. 

Food  hawkers  operating  in  the  district  now  number  24.  Control 
of  such  vehicles  is  effectedby  registration  under  the  West  Bromwich 
Corporation  Act,  194.9,  and  such  inspections  as  we  are  able  to 
make. 

As  the  installation  of  the  deep-freeze  cabinet  has  become 
almost  universal  the  number  of  premises  sel ling  ice-cream  continue 
to  increase  and  349  premises  are  now  registered  for  thesale  or, 
manufacture  of  this  popular  and  safe  food. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  food  premises  with 
which  the  department  is  concerned,  but  a  survey  is  in  progress  to 
determine  the  accuracy  of  these  figures  since  considerable 
alterations  have  taken  place  since  this  number  was  originally 
determined. 
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Sausage  and  cooked  meat  manufactures  25 

Ice-cream  and  frozen  confections  manufacturers  7 

Pickle  manufacturer  1 

Fish  friers  94 

Ice-cream  retailers  (including  two  soft 

ice-cream  manufacturers)  349 

Slaughterhouses  (including  bacon  factories)  4 

Butchers'  shops  83 

Grocers’  shops  1 15 

Greengrocers’  shops  65 

Fishmongers  14 

Confectioners  (including  sugar  confectioners)  80 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  64 

L  icenced  houses  163 

Outdoor  beer  licences  42 

Bakehouses  17 

Aerated  water  manufacturers  6 

Brewers  and  bottlers  of  beer  1 

Wholesale  grocers  and  provision  warehouses  6 

General  dealers  184 

Synthetic  cream  manufacturer  1 


1,321 


Food  Control 

Only  65  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  because  of 
shortage  of  staff  and  several  of  these  were  submitted  following 
investigations  into  claims  of  unfit  food.  Five  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  all  of  which  proved  to  be  within  Grade  1.  A  further 
measure  of  hygienic  control  was  introduced  during  the  year  in  the 
form  of  beer  glass  swabs  taken  from  public  houses  in  the  Borough 
Twenty-four  swabs  were  taken  and  the  results  were  remarkably 
satisfactory,  only  5  falling  below  standard  and  these  improved  on 
re-sampl  ing. 

The  amount  of  this  work  is  by  no  means  satisfactory  but  if 
the  department  is  strengthened  by  the  qualification  of  three  pupils 
in  1965,  it  is  hoped  that  a  more  satisfactory  level  of  sampling  will 
be  achieved.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  these  samples  is 
as  follows:  — 
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Samples 

Analysed 

Sati  sfactory 

Unsati  sfacto  ry 

1  st  Quarter 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2nd  Quarter 

12 

11 

1 

3rd  Quarter 

34 

32 

2 

4th  Quarter 

19 

19 

Nil 

TOTAL 

65 

62 

3 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  4.61%  compared 
with  3.05%  in  1963.  The  above  table  summarised  the  adultered  or 
unsatisfactory  samples  of  food  and  drugs  specified  as  follows:  — 


Article 

Nature  or  Extent 

Remarks 

of  Adulteration 

Mineral  Water 

Contained  Mould  and 

Y east  cells. 

1  nsufficient 
evidence  to  show 
responsibility.  No 
action  taken. 

Lemon  Meringue 
Sample  No.  4 

Claim  “Complete 

Quick  F  lan“unjustified 

Old  label.  New 
printing  was 
entirely  satisfactory 

Sponge  Cake  Mix 
Sample  No.  7 

Jam  and  Cream  illus- 
t  rated  but  not 
included.  Statement 
“add  one  egg’  not 
shown  on  main  panel. 

Old  label. 
Manufacturers 
introduce  new  label. 
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Meat  Inspection 


As  stated  earlier,  slaughtering  figures  again  increased.  Cattle 
alone  numbered  21,120  against  the  1963  figure  of  18,326,  an 
increase  of  over  15%.  Cows  increased  very  si ightiy ,  Sheep  by 
more  than  10%,  pigs  by  more  than  16%  and  calves  by  14%.  The 
total  weight  of  meat  condemned  increased  from  78  to  87  tons 
which  is  in  proportion  with  the  increased  number  of  animals 
killed.  It  is  important  that  firms*  arrangements  are  maintained 
to  ensure  the  unsound  meat  is  properly  disposed  of,  and  does  not 
find  its  way  back  to  the  public. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  affected 
with  tuberculosis  although  the  percentage  is  still  small.  Liver 
fluke  still  causes  a  large  economic  loss  of  liver  and  inflammation 
of  the  serous  membranes,  particularly  in  pigs,  also  causes  a 
large  amount  of  offal  to  be  condemned.  It  has  been  ovserved  also 
that  arthritis  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  and  there  is  more  bruising 
and  injury  than  formerly. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Surrendered 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  ki  1  led 

21,120 

668 

2,966 

93,155- 

119,678 

Number  inspected 

21,120 

668 

2,966 

93,155 

119,678 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

4 

5 

22 

85 

96 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  surrenderee 

4,769 

324 

22 

5,567 

22,006 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

22.59 

49.25 

1.48 

6.06 

18.46 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  surrendere< 

1  2 

1,000 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.009 

- 

- 

- 

0.84 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

Carcases  subject  to 
refrigeration 

3 

. 

Percentage  affected 

.014 

m 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  Food  Animals  Affected  with  Tuberculosis 


'1 959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Cattle  (excluding 
cows) 

0.48 

0.35 

0.31 

0.02 

.009 

Cows 

■  6.11 

1.87 

- 

0.16 

0.13 

Ca  Ives 

-  i 

• 

• 

Pigs 

2.82 

2.77 

1.66 

1.35 

0.69 

0.84 
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Summary  of  Carcases  Inspected. 

C/ 

Percentage  of  Food  Animals  Affected  with  Tuberculosis 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Cattle  (excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

3,100 

229 

483 

20.122 

53,899 

3,120 

213 

1,034 

22,170 

64,707 

7,875 

363 

1,819 

56,037 

76,446 

13,018 

619 

2,946 

65,572 

96,365 

18,326 

770 

2,580 

83,443 

102,803 

21,120 

668 

2,966 

93,155 

119,698 

T  ota Is 

87,833 

91,244 

142,522 

178,520 

207,922 

237,607 

Analysis  of  diseases  and  conditions 

found  upon  post  mortem 

examination  in  slaughterhouses. 

weight  in  lbs. 

Abscesses  and  Septic  Wounds 

30,920 

Actinomycosis 

801 

Arthritis 

1,352 

Ascaris 

19,042 

Bruising  and  injuries 

4,011 

Bone  taint  and  decomposition 

501 

Cirrhosis 

1,715 

Congestion 

4,423 

Cysticercus  bovis 

120 

Echynococcus  Cysts 

2,190 

Emphysema 

72 

Erysepelas  acute  swine 

356 

Fasciol  iasi  s 

19,996 

Fatty  change 

175 

Gangrene 

98 

Hepatitis 

10 

Hydronephrosis 

36 

Inflammation  of  serous  Membranes 

40,632 

Jaundice 

102 

Moribund 

2,863 

Necrosis 

43 

Nephritis 

1,559 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

4,871 

Parasitic 

12,053 

Pneumonia 

23,957 

Pyaemia 

236 

Septicaemia 

3,333 

Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

2,486 

Septic  Pneumonia 

1,991 

Telangiectasis 

1,031 

T  uberculosis 

14,088 

Other  Diseases 

452 

195,515 
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Total  weight  surrendered: 


T  ons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

1964  total 

87 

5 

2 

19 

1963  total 

78 

16 

3 

21 

1962  total 

58 

5 

2 

24 

1961  total 

29 

2 

3 

18 

I960  total 

35 

7 

1 

14 

Analysis  of  foods  examined 

in  premises 

other  than 

slaughter- 

houses,  and  found  to  be  u 

nfit  for  human  consumption. 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

TINNED  GOODS 

Meat 

1 

16 

1 

9 

F  ish 

- 

9 

- 

6 

Vegetables 

<® 

16 

3 

25 

Fruit 

3 

8 

- 

3 

Misce!  laneous 

- 

3 

3 

10 

MEAT 

1 

- 

2 

16 

OTHER  FOODS 

Fats  and  Miscellaneous 

- 

1 

18 

Cheese 

- . 

5 

3 

5 

Poultry 

- 

2 

2 

11 

Vegetables 

- 

8 

1 

16 

Total  weight  surrendered 
in  1964. 

8 

12 

3 

7 

Total  weight  surrendered 
in  1963. 

5 

17 

3 

13 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 


All  meat  condemned  by  the  food  inspectors  is  stained  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  recommendation,  at  the  source, 
and  disposed  of  by  the  individual  butchers  concerned  to  approved 
col  lectors. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 


There  are  50  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act,  all  of  whom  are  actively  engaged  in 
slaughtering  in  one  or  other  of  the  registered  slaughterhouses  in 
the  Borough. 

The  specialist  inspectors  observe  the  technical  ability  of  both 
new  applicants  and  trainee  slaughtermen  in  order  to  assess  their 
suitabi I ity  as  “fit  and  proper  persons"  to  be  licensed.  The  number 
of  licensed  slaughtermen  varies  little  from  year  to  year  but  the 
personnel  change  very  considerably. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

Licences  under  these  Regulations  remain  valid  for  a  period 
of  five  years  from  I960,  and  174  dealers  are  registered  in  the 
Borough. 

Ice  Cream 

Eight  applications  were  received  during  the  year  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  to  sell  ice  cream. 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  is  349  and  although  25  are  registered  for  manufacture, 
only  7  actually  do  so. 

Milk  Supplies 

No  samples  for  brucella  abortus  were  taken. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

(i)  There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  borough. 

(ii)  No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 


The  expenditure  of  ail  local  authorities  in  England  and  Wales 
falling  on  public  funds  in  1961/62,  the  latest  year  for  which  full 
particulars  are  available,  in  respect  of  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  was  £40  million,  53%  of  this  was  for  labour  and  34%  for 
transport.  This  is  a  high  and  continuing  expense  which  demands 
constant  vigilance  to  control.  There  is  obvious  scope  for 
innovation  and  the  application  of  labour-saving  devices  to  improve 
productivity,  for  the  collection  of  refuse  is  repetitive  and  anything 
which  saves  a  fraction  of  time  at  every  house  may  save  hours 
in  a  week.  Sometimes,  the  legitimate  efforts  of  the  local  authority 
to  improve  productivity  result  in  militant  reactions  from  the  work¬ 
men  whichdisrupt  the  service.  At  such  times  one  is  apt  to  consider 
if  it  would  not  be  preferable  to  negotiate  wage  rates  on  a  realistic 
regional  basis  rather  than  on  a  National  basis  and  superimpose 
elaborate  local  output  bonuses  to  disguise  artificial  basic  rates. 
Although  we  have  a  regular  weekly  collection  we  suffer  some 
criticism  of  the  standard  of  work.  This  is  largely  a  consequence 
of  the  system  of  output  bonuses  and  is  very  difficult  to  control. 

The  location  of  the  bin  is  the- most  important  factor  in  the 
economics  of  refuse  collection  and  if  the  availability  of  men  to 
do  work  of  this  kind  declines,  as  it  is  likely  to  do,  we  ought  now 
to  be  much  less  accommodating  to  architects,  estate  developers 
and  builders  in  allowing  them  to  decide  the  position  of  the  refuse 
storage  arrangements.  Too  often  refuse  collectors  are  expected  to 
negotiate  motor  cars,  washing  machines  and  tricycles  and  carry 
half- a- hundredweight  of  bin  and  refuse  without  detriment  to  any 
of  the  impedimenta  of  modern  living.  Location  at  the  front  of 
many  houses  is  already  common  and  is  an  arrangement  which 
should  be  encouraged. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  becomming  a  pressing  and  in  some 
cases  an  urgent  problem  not  only  for  local  authorities  but  large 
industries  as  weli.  Because  of  the  timely  expenditure  of  consider¬ 
able  capital  sums  this  authority  is  not  likely  to  be  in  any  difficulty 
for  some  years  but  others  are  less  fortunate  and  more  is  being 
heard  of  incineration  than  formerly.  Why  should  this  be  so  when 
nationally  we  are  removing  clay,  sand,  gravel,  lime  and  other 
minerals  from  the  earth  far  faster  than  we  can  fill  the  resulting 
holes?  In  consequence  the  total  acreage  of  land  suitable  for 
refuse  disposal  by  tipping  is  increasing.  We  have  good  vehicles 
and  equipment  for  collection  and  we  have  a  wide  selection  of 
earth-moving  plant  for  economical  and  effective  disposal. 
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All  that  it  lacking  is  a  sensible  transportation  system  and 
agreement  between  one  authority  and  another  to  operate  on  a 
regional  basis.  The  necessity  for  this  sort  of  arrangement  has 
been  accepted  for  the  Greater  London  Council  and  must  surely 
be  extended  to  other  conurbations  or  indeed  anywhere  where 
there  is  need  of  it. 

Side  by  side  with  thiis  sort  of  arrangement  should  go  higher 
standards  of  disposal  so  that  controlled  tipping  is  acceptable  to 
the  most  fastidious  of  planning  authorities.  With  the  best  of 
intentions  refuse  with  a  25%  paper  content  is  guite  uncontrol  lable 
in  a  March  wind  or  indeed  any  wind,  and  so  is  the  fine  dust  from 
highly  efficient  solid  fuel  stoves.  The  answer  to  this  problem  is 
to  pulverise  all  the  crude  refuse  or  the  residue  after  saleable 
materials  such  as  paper,  textiles  and  metals  have  been  removed. 
This  will  provide  economical  pay-loads  for  transportation,  a  tip 
which  will  decompose  easily  and  consolidate  rapidly  or  cultivate 
without  the  addition  of  expensive  top  soil. 

Land  is  precious.  To  reclaim  it  is  to  create  an  asset  and 
solve  a  problem  of  urban  life.  To  build  an  incinerator  is  to  create 
an  asset  which  will  begin  to  depreciate  as  soon  as  it  operates 
and  there  will  still  be  a  residue  to  be  tipped  somewhere  and 
probably  a  grit  and  dust  nuisance  from  the  chimney  top  in  addition. 

Although  West  Bromwich  is  favourably  situated  as  regards 
tipping  space  it  would  be  prudent  to  look  to  the  future  and  begin 
pulverising  now  so  that  refuse  disposal  by  tipping  could  be  relied 
on  indefinitely. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

A  satisfactory  container  for  refuse  at  every  house  or  other 
building  from  which  it  is  to  be  collected  is  an  essentia!  part 
of  any  collection  organisation.  The  galvanised  mild  steel  bin  in 
common  use  today  is  the  successor  of  the  fixed  open  ashpit 
from  which  refuse  was  shovelled  into  a  barrow,  tipped  at  the  road¬ 
side  and  later  shovelled  into  a  high  sided  cart.  This  brief  glimpse 
into  the  past  reminds  us  that  the  dustbin  is  better  than  the  ashpit 
which  it  replaced  -  but  that  was  a  long  time  ago. 

In  1951,  West  Bromwich  accepted  as  a  charge  on  the  Rates 
the  provision  of  a  standard  bin  throughout  the  town  by  replacing 
all  bins  as  they  became  unservicable.  This  system  still  operates 
and  in  all  new  development  the  first  bin  is  provided  by  the  owner 
and  replacement  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Corporation.  The 
result  is  that  today  practically  every  bin  conforms  to  a  British 
Standard  s pec itication  as  to  weight,  size  and  shape  and  this 
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materially  assists  collection,  simplifies  replacement  of  worn  and 
dangerous  bins  but  the  most  important  advantage  is  that  it  enables 
the  department  to  experiment  with  new  materials  and  vary  the  bin 
size  if  it  seems  advantageous. 

In  1963  trials  were  commenced  with  a  few  hundred  cheap 
plastic  bins  designed  for  the  domestic  market  and  available  through 
irohpiongers  and  similar  tradesmen.  These  are  still  giving  satis¬ 
factory  service  and  they  encouraged  us  to  co-operate  with  a  local 
engineering  concern  of  national  repute  in  the  manufacture  of  bigger 
and  stronger  plastic  bins  desjgned  particularly  for  the  needs  of 
local  authorities. 

Successful  trials  with  black  plastic  bins  of  314  cu.  ft  capacity- 
in  1964  led  us  to  recommend  that  no  metal  bins  be  bought  in  1965 
and  it  seems  that  in  time  these  or  paper  sacks  gradually  will 
oust  the  metal  bin  not  only  in  West  Bromwich  but  nationally.  This 
will  take  ten  or  more  years,  to  accomplish. 

Examination  of  the  numbers  of  bins  supplied  since  the  mun¬ 
icipal  bin  scheme  was  commenced  in  1951  shows  that  - 

(a)  The  average  number  issued  annually  was  2,733. 

(b)  Number  of  bins  in  use  (approximately)  31,240. 

(c)  Average  “life”  of  a  bin  11  years 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  total  number  of  bins  includes 
about  1200  which  are  plastic  and  their  useful  “life”  is  as  yet 
unknown. 

There  is  evidence  that  bins  are  not  lasting  as  long  as  formerly 
and  one  factor  is  the  tendency  for  new  houses  to  be  equipped  with 
bins  of  poor  quality  which  require  replacement  much  earlier  than 
the  British  Standard  Specification  bin  provided  by  the  authority. 

The  Size  of  Dustbins 

In  1959/60  a  full  analysis  of  house  refuse  in  Smoke  Control 
Area  No.  1  revealed  that  in  the  Winter  and  Spring  quarters  the 
weekly  volume  of  refuse  per  house  exceeded  2]/2  cubic  feet  which' 
is  the  size  of  the  bin.  Even  in  the  Autunm  quarter  it  was  2.4 
cubic  feet  so  in  designing  the  plastic  bin  the  opportunity  was 
taken  to  increase  the  size  to  3!4  cubic  feet  in  order  to  better 
accommodate  the  weekly  output  of  refuse  and  avoid  the  necessity 
for  two  journeys  to  a  house  to  collect  “overflow”  which  tends 
to  be  prevalent  after  Bank  Holidays  and  retards  collection  very 
considerably. 

The  larger  bin  in  mild  steel  would  have  been  considerably 
heavier  and  would  have  resulted  in  a  significant  increase  in  the 
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dead  weight  to  be  carried  to  and  fro  to  each  house.  The  use 
of  piastic  material  has  made  possible  a  bin  of  more  adequate 
capacity  of  a  total  weight  of  10  lbs.  compared  with  a  metal  bin  of 
about  treble  the  weight. 

Disposal  Site  -  Plant 

1  -  Caravan/Mess  Hut-placed  in  service  November,  1959 
1  -  955  Traxcavator-placed  in  service  Apr i 1 , 1 962  (Marsh  Lane) 

1  -  955  Traxcavator-placed  in  service  September,  1963 

(Newtown) 

These  are  100  h.p.  machines  and  together  they  handle  a 
large  volume  and  weight  of  miscellaneous  waste  exceeding  1700 
tons  weekly.  Each  driver  has  one  assistant  and  together  they  are 
responsible  for  each  tip. 


Public  Conveniences 


S  ituation 

E  rected 

Accommodation  Provided 

L  ibrary,  High  Street 

1906 

Male 

3  w.c.  ?s 

Female 

Dartmouth  Square 

1908 

3  „ 

5 

w.c.  Ss 

Al  1  Saints 

1939 

3  „ 

4 

/  / 

Hill  Top 

1951 

3  „ 

4 

/  i 

Stone  Cross 

1951 

3  „ 

4 

Scott  Arms 

1951 

1  „ 

2 

Carters  Green 

1956 

4  „ 

6 

/  / 

Birmingham  Road 

1960 

4  „ 

6 

/  / 

The  convenience  at  the  Library,  High  Street,  is  below  ground 
and  worn  out.  The  Committee  hopes  to  replace  it  with  a  suitable 
building  above  ground  with  toilet  fac  i  i  ities  for  both  men  and  women 
as  soon  as  a  suitable  site  can  be  found. 

Additional  conveniences  for  men  and  women  adjoining  the 
car  park  and  Dartmouth  Park  in  Gregory  Street  are  being  built  and 
will  be  completed  in  1965.  Similar  conveniences  in  conjunction 
with  a  bus  shelter  are  planned  for  Yew  Tree  Estate  to  be 
completed  in  1965/66 

Recruitment  of  Labour 

The  labour  turnover  during  the  year  was  similar  to  our 
experience  in  1963.  Out  of  84  men  employed  on  1st  January, 
1964  as  drivers,  refuse  collectors  and  salvage  labourers,  there 
were  still  76  employed  on  31st  December,  1964. 

The  following  table  snows  the  number  of  men  employed  on 
December  31st  and  their  age  groups. 
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Age  Groups 


18-21 

5 

22-30 

20 

31-40 

14 

41-50 

28 

51-60 

13 

61-65 

4 

84 


(Including  17  drivers) 


(2  employed  by  Transport  Dept.) 


/ 
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(a)  Sickness  and  Accidents  7.26%  8.12%  6.29% 

(b)  Casual  Absence  3.39%  2.74%  2.59% 
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MONTHLY  STATISTICS  OF  TIME  LOST  DUE  TO  SICKNESS,  ACCIDENTS  AND  CASUAL  ABSENCE  1964 


House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  -  Operational  Statistics 


Area 

Populati  on 

Total  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 
was  col  lectea 

Wpight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

Total  tonnage  (est.) 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made 
at  least  once  weekly 

Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final  disposal 
point 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  (estimated) 

Methods  of  disposal  -  Controlled  tipping 


7,172  acres 
97,600 

30,000 

16.8  cwts 

30,138 

100% 

2.5  miles 
227,738  tons 
100% 


Recovery  of  Waste  and  Dormant  Materials 


The  total  tonnage  of 

waste 

materials 

salva 

ged  during 

th 

e 

year  and  the  income  received  is  as 

folk 

ows  :  — 

• 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

Waste  paper  (various  grades) 

1,278 

'  13 

- 

- 

11,026 

17 

0 

Baled  Ferrous  Scrap 

278 

11 

- 

- 

1,847 

10 

3 

Black  Scrap 

47 

8 

3 

- 

356 

19 

1 

T  exti  les 

10 

10 

- 

- 

134 

4 

6 

Non-ferrous  Metals 

1 

6 

- 

19 

115 

2 

0 

1,616 

8 

3 

19 

13,480 

12 

10 
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The  total  salvage  collected  and  income  received  from  1954 
to  1964  was  as  under:- 


T  ons 

Cwts 

Qtrs' 

Lbs 

£ 

S 

d 

1954 

389 

- 

- 

- 

2,530 

17 

9 

1955 

444 

6 

2 

- 

3,657 

4 

7 

1956 

838 

7 

- 

26 

7,154 

8 

0 

1957 

988 

16 

3 

7 

8,414 

5 

2 

1958 

1,224 

5 

3 

22 

10,455 

19 

10 

1959 

1,423 

15 

2 

2 

11,638 

14 

5 

1960 

1,621 

18 

1 

8 

13,680 

0 

10 

1961 

1,501 

12 

3 

3 

12,958 

13 

8 

1962 

1,414 

11 

2 

5 

11,538 

11 

8 

1963 

1,171 

2 

3 

- 

9,581 

16 

10 

1964 

1,616 

8 

3 

19 

13,480 

12 

10 

12,634 

6 

1 

8 

105,091 

5 

7 

Depot  Re-equipment 

In  the  Spring  of  the  year  the  paper  and  metal  baling  presses 
were  renewed  and  improved  paper  sorting  and  handling  plant  was 
installed.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  weight  of  salvage  of  all 
kinds  had  been  restored  to  within  a  few  tons  of  the  record  year 
of  1960  but  with  much  less  physical  effort  on  the  part  of  the  men 
concerned,  some  of  whom  are  registered  disabled  persons  and  with 
much  less  overtime  working. 

The  capacity  of  the  plant  is  in  excess  of  present  needs  but 
it  is  hoped  that  the  ability  to  deal  with  any  quantity  which  may  be 
offered  will  itself  result  in  higher  output. 

At  the  same  time,  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  recover 
from  all  possible  sources  a  greater  quantity  of  clean  waste.  This 
will  result  in  the  triple  benefit  of  improving  the  consolidation  of 
our  disposal  sites,  reducing  the  volume  to  be  accommodated  and 
providing  improved  earnings  from  salvage  bonus  apart  from  meeting 
the  capital  outlay  on  plant  and  alterations  to  buildings. 

Public  Cleansing  Costings 

The  national  figures  of  cleansing  costs  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  reveal  the  following 
information. 
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1956/57 

1957/58 

r  ' 

;l  958/59 

1959/60 

1960/61 

1961/62 

1962/63 

Average  cost 
per  1,000 
premises  in 
County  Boroughs 
for  refuse  coll¬ 
ection  and 
d  isposal. 

£ 

2,025 

£ 

2,115 

£ 

2,193 

£ 

2,209 

£ 

2,352 

£ 

2,584 

£ 

2,715 

Average  cost 
per  1,000 
premises  in 
County  Boroughs 
with  population 
50-100,000  for 
refuse  coll¬ 
ection  and 
disposal. 

2,056 

2,089 

2,140 

2,174 

2,281 

2,485 

2,660 

Average  cost 
per  1,000 
premises  for 
West  Bromwich 
for  refuse 
col  lection  and 
disposal . 

2,220 

2,240 

2,138 

2,176 

2,166 

2,456 

2,435 

Assuming  30,000  premises  from  which  collections  ore  made 
in  West  Bromwich  the  cost  is  less  than  one  shilling  weekly  in¬ 
cluding  the  cost  of  providing  bins. 

Though  the  national  figures  for  1963/4  and  1964/5  are  not 
available  the  cost  per  1000  premises  in  West  Bromwich  in  1963/4 
was  £2,588  ,  and  in  1964/5  was  £2,619. 
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